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Sunday, January 9, 2022 

Rev. Robert W. Brown 

SERMON  

Think Different 

Isaiah 60:1-6 - Matthew 2:1-12 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
In the great cosmic symphony that is our Christian liturgical year, today marks the next 
movement. Following the awe and wonder of that silent, holy night, when Christ was born, this 
next part signals an altogether different tone. Today is Epiphany Sunday. The word epiphany 
means “manifestation” or “revelation”. Epiphany means to “show forth”. There are 3 components 
that braid through this energetic score; God is revealed in the Maji’s visit from the East as the 
God of all people, The Son of God is revealed in the baptism of Jesus and finally, The Son of 
God shows forth in that inaugural miracle when his mother, Mary, insists that Jesus get to work 
and so he changes water into wine at the wedding in Cana. Today we will read about the Maji in 
the Gospel of Matthew 2:1-12 (on page 2 in your pew Bibles.) This riveting story details that 
memorably course altering visit of the wise men, and then next Sunday, I’ll talk about that 
peculiar first miracle of Jesus. Epiphany is all about Jesus showing forth, revealing himself to the 
world. This is God in flesh appearing! The Word made flesh entices us to think differently and 
follow another road. 
 

PRAYER 
Loving God, you break through the darkness of doubt and despair, be with us this day as we hear 
of the visit of the Wise Ones, who risked everything to follow a star. Let us open our hearts and be 
willing to risk receiving the gift of transformation through the gracious Love that you have to offer 
us in following our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN. 
 

Hear this reading from the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 2 verses 1 through 12.    
 
SCRIPTURE: 
In	the	time	of	King	Herod,	after	Jesus	was	born	in	Bethlehem	of	Judea,	wise	men	from	the	East	came	to	

Jerusalem,	asking,	“Where	is	the	child	who	has	been	born	king	of	the	Jews?	For	we	observed	his	star	at	

its	rising,	and	have	come	to	pay	him	homage.”	When	King	Herod	heard	this,	he	was	frightened,	and	all	

Jerusalem	with	him;	and	calling	together	all	the	chief	priests	and	scribes	of	the	people,	he	inquired	of	

them	where	the	Messiah	was	to	be	born.	They	told	him,	“In	Bethlehem	of	Judea;	for	so	it	has	been	

written	by	the	prophet:	
	

‘And	you,	Bethlehem,	in	the	land	of	Judah,	

are	by	no	means	least	among	the	rulers	of	Judah;	

for	from	you	shall	come	a	ruler	

who	is	to	shepherd	my	people	Israel.’	”	
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Then	Herod	secretly	called	for	the	wise	men	and	learned	from	them	the	exact	time	when	the	star	had	

appeared.	Then	he	sent	them	to	Bethlehem,	saying,	“Go	and	search	diligently	for	the	child;	and	when	

you	have	found	him,	bring	me	word	so	that	I	may	also	go	and	pay	him	homage.”	When	they	had	heard	

the	king,	they	set	out;	and	there,	ahead	of	them,	went	the	star	that	they	had	seen	at	its	rising,	until	it	

stopped	over	the	place	where	the	child	was.	When	they	saw	that	the	star	had	stopped,	they	were	

overwhelmed	with	joy.	On	entering	the	house,	they	saw	the	child	with	Mary	his	mother;	and	they	knelt	

down	and	paid	him	homage.	Then,	opening	their	treasure	chests,	they	offered	him	gifts	of	gold,	

frankincense,	and	myrrh.	And	having	been	warned	in	a	dream	not	to	return	to	Herod,	they	left	for	their	

own	country	by	another	road.	
	

The	Word	of	God	for	the	people	of	God.	
		

SERMON   Think Different                   

Welcome to the journey of Epiphany. Having waited through the season of Advent for 

the ultimate blessing of God in flesh appearing and then celebrating his astounding 

birth during Christmas, the season of Epiphany invites us to follow him into a 

strikingly new way of understanding God and rethinking our purpose in a 

contemporary world.  

There is a deep current of wisdom running through this liturgical flow of waiting, 

celebrating and then following. Primarily, we learn that the story of Jesus completely 

upends our conception of God and challenges all our expectations about what God 

values in this life. To seriously follow Jesus is to continually question our 

assumptions, confront the predicable comfort of the status quo and boldly surrender 

to an entirely new way of navigating our way in the world. To truly follow Jesus 

demands that we open our minds completely to astounding new possibilities and 

dare to think differently.  

Back in 1997, you might remember that Apple released a massive advertising 

campaign. It was hard to miss. The entire pitch to us was, Think Different. There were 

billboards and print ads with simply those two words, Think Different, pasted over a 

photo of intellectual giants such as Albert Einstein or spiritual leaders like Martin 

Luther King. The TV ad featured grainy film clips of people like Muhammad Ali, 
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Amelia Earhart, Buckminster Fuller, Gandhi, and many more as Steve Jobs read this 

brilliantly poetic copy. 

Here's to the crazy ones, the misfits, the rebels, the troublemakers, the 

round pegs in the square holes… the ones who see things differently — 

they're not fond of rules… You can quote them, disagree with them, 

glorify or vilify them, but the only thing you can’t do is ignore them 

because they change things… they push the human race forward, and 

while some may see them as the crazy ones, we see genius, because the 

ones who are crazy enough to think that they can change the world, are 

the ones who do. 
 

Who would think such an inspirational message would come through an advertising 

campaign? Whether or not you like Apple products, you have to admit, that it is the 

ones who think different that do change the world. And, what might surprise you is 

that the vast majority of those who think different and change the world we will 

never hear about. In fact, I believe that all of us here today who follow in the Way of 

Jesus are destine to be misfits, rebels and troublemakers. Clearly Jesus did not fit in. 

He was quite quotable and not fond of rules. Many disagreed with him, and those in 

power vilified him. Jesus could not be ignored. He could not be silenced. 

To think different requires a compelling conviction. You clearly see what others miss 

and are willing to risk everything to follow that unconventional vision and verify its 

reality. Think of Galileo. He could not ignore what he saw in the movements of the 

planets and he wouldn’t shut up about it. If I made the Apple commercial, I would 

have also inserted a clip of the Maji from the East. No one else could see the hidden 

anomaly that was the star they followed. It wasn’t at all like the warm tranquil 

Christmas card featuring a brilliant celestial light illuminating the stable. The sign 

was hidden to all but those who studied the night sky and found meaning in the 

pattern.  

The truth is that we know very little about the wise men from the East. We speculate 

that there were three of them simply because three gifts were given. Matthew doesn’t 

give any specific number of wise men, just that 3 gifts were given. The names we 

assign them are purely fictional legends used to fill out a fascinating story. We can 



  
Sunday January 9, 2022 

Rev. Robert W. Brown 
 

	

4	

assume that they were wealthy enough to undertake the long and dangerous journey 

and powerful enough to risk riding into an unknown foreign land. It may very well be 

that they came in with legions of soldiers and servants. We really don’t know. 

Whatever the case, they were influential enough to send Herod into an uncontrollable 

panic and all Jerusalem with him. That’s quite a statement. What were they so afraid 

of? In the end Herod’s fear manifests into horrific violence unleashed in Bethlehem. 

(Read the rest of Chapter 2.) 

There is something else that is remarkable about those who think different. They 

have the ability to adapt and change direction when presented with new information. 

They are not so locked into their vision that a change direction becomes 

inconceivable. In fact, those who think different seem to welcome change and view 

new information as an essential component in achieving the best possible outcome, 

even when that new information challenges the original idea. There is a fearless 

humility in not being afraid to change and modify in the light of new learning. We see 

this in the Maji’s story. They follow the star faithfully for thousands of miles but 

when they get close to Jerusalem they stop looking up and naturally assume the child 

who has been born king of the Jews must be in the palace of the King. That makes 

sense to me. But, after meeting Herod they know without a doubt that they better 

recalculate and reevaluate what they had assumed to be true. It was the chief priests 

and scribes who pointed them in a different way. They also studied sacred text and 

sought a deeper truth. It was the outsiders, the local wise ones, the mystics on the 

margins of privilege, that provided the crucial information the Maji needed. They 

listened carefully. I imagine that they cautiously checked the star coordinates again. 

Something in their thinking must be off. Bethlehem was a little dusty farmland 

village, nine long miles away from the nation’s power center. How could the King of 

the Jews be born in such a place? They check again, and perhaps wait another night 

to tune their instruments and get a little sleep. In the end, they ditch their 

presumptions and abandon their expectations. All evidence points to Bethlehem, and 

off they go. 

Whether we want it or not, change happens. As this pandemic lingers and refuses to 

abate, we are noticing a bizarre paradox; the more things stay the same, the more 

they change! We are all being changed because of COVID-19. The cultural/social 



  
Sunday January 9, 2022 

Rev. Robert W. Brown 
 

	

5	

ramifications of these past years are still to be determined. Yet, each one of us still 

has agency in how we react to these changes.  

I’ve been listening to a wonderful podcast called, A Slight Change in Plans. The 

creator of the podcast interviews various people who tell their stories about adapting 

to change and social scientists comment on what has been learned about change. 

What is striking is that in every one of these discussions, acceptance seems to be the 

critical factor in the ability to adapt and transform. Accepting change forces us to 

think different. Sure, we can mourn the loss of the way things used to be, or wallow 

in the sting of not achieving what we thought might be, but the risk of getting stuck 

in resentment and self-pity is high. If we do not have the ability to let go and think 

different, we will surely miss the surprising opportunities that change offers. I like 

how the modern-day-prophet, Maya Angelou put it:  

“You may not control all the events that happen to you, but you can 

decide not to be reduced by them. Try to be a rainbow in someone else’s 

cloud. Do not complain. Make every effort to change things you do not 

like. If you cannot make a change, change the way you have been 

thinking. You might find a new solution.” 

Mary and Joseph could not control the events that happened to them, but they did 

trust that God was with them despite all evidence to the contrary. They accepted the 

bizarre and unlikely journey that was before them and chose to think differently, 

adapt and move in a different direction. In my experience it is always some form of 

loss, uncertainty, or darkness that leads us to the threshold of meaningful change. 

Once crossed we find a deeper awareness of God’s grace, transforming us into our 

truest self. We come to realize that our personal growth and reformed understanding 

could not have come any other way. I have learned that times of disorientation, 

confusion and struggle signal the beginning of transformation. This is no road for the 

faint of heart. It takes courage to think differently and be willing to commit to 

change. Thankfully, our courage is centered in the reliable, loving-kindness of our 

redeeming, transformative God. As we learn from today’s reading, the ability to 

accept life as it is and consider new options, points us toward real transformation. In 

our time of uncertainty, fatigue, wonder and worry, consider these words of hope and 

promise from the prophet Isaiah, chapter 60;    
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Isaiah 60:1-2;5a 

Arise, shine; for your light has come,  

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth,  

and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the LORD will arise upon you,  

and his glory will appear over you… 

…Then you shall see and be radiant;  

your heart shall thrill and rejoice. 

You know, I think this is really an exciting and intense time to be the church. It’s not 

easy to adapt to what is and be open to all that is changing. Personally, I am really 

eager for the possibilities that exist before us as never before in history. There is 

work to be done, but I seriously believe that this is what it looks like to live a life of 

faith together in 2022. In this extended season of unknowing, uncertainty and 

disorientation, we are forced to think different, act different and imagine beyond 

what is today to what might be “on earth as it is in heaven.” Like the Maji’s and 

everyone who encountered Jesus in the flesh, we too find ourselves on the tipping-

point of living into a deeper experience of who God is in our time. The invitation of 

Epiphany is to change, grow and shape our true identity. How might we think 

different and dare to be different in a world that is largely indifferent?  

Will we have the humility to notice when we may be off by miles? Will we have the 

courage of the Maji to change our plan, abandon our expectations and risk going 

forward on a different road? When we dare to truly open our minds and surrender all 

preconceptions, how might the good news of the Gospel manifest differently to show 

forth in ways we never thought possible and in places that we have yet to see.  

This is the exciting challenge that Epiphany calls us in to. Now is the time for us to 

fully embrace the life-changing, differently-thinking, world-remaking God of all grace, 

mercy and loving kindness. I want to hear from the crazy ones, the misfits, the 

rebels, the troublemakers, the round pegs in square holes, the ones who see thins 

differently. The ones not fond of rules, the ones crazy enough to think that they can 

change the world. Speak up! 
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Imagine what it would mean for TriCon Church to, right now, in this exceptional time 

and place, to follow the lessons of the Maji; to ditch our presumptions and abandon 

our expectations. To cross those nine long miles and to go from a presumably secure 

and certain path to an altogether different road; that precarious path leading to the 

manifestation God, shining forth like a blazing star, within us and out of us; a church 

transformed from what has always been to what can truly be. I wonder…  

What story would future generations of this congregation be telling about us right 

now as we stepped out with courage and faithfulness to follow God's Light in these 

uncertain times?  

I wonder what would it look like for TriCon journey outside our comfort zone in 

order to discover what is needed to minister ever more faithfully to one another and 

our hurting world?  

I wonder what do we need in order to have the courage, strength and passion to 

"return home by another way? 

I hope and pray you will wonder with me. Only together are we the interconnected 

body of Christ here on earth. - AMEN    

 


