
“Discerning Your Story”
June 20, 2021

Sermon by Dawn Jefferson at TriCon Church on Zoom

1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49

Let us pray.
God in your wisdom and with your guidance, help us to know when to act and
when to wait. Help us to always hear your voice. Not just for those we love but for
our paths and callings. Remind us that our life is never made up of one single
choice, but patterns of choices that make up our story. May our life not just be a list
of obligations and responsibilities, but allow us to enjoy our own life story as we
depend on you. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

I imagine by the end of the summer you’ll know everything about me. I'll be
featuring all of my favorite things. One of my true favorite musicals is Steven
Sondheim's Into the Woods. It's a brilliant musical that looks deeper into the
lives of dozens of characters from well-known fairy tales like Cinderella,
Rapunzel, Jack & The Beanstalk. It demonstrates how complex our real lives are
and how connected in each other's stories we are. I have watched the
Broadway video a hundred times before the newer movie was released. So
many good songs, but in Act Two there is a number called “Any Moment.” It
includes Cinderella's Prince and the Baker's Wife. Their names should let you
know something of their mismatch. In this section of the play there is chaos
and mayhem, everyone's vision of what was supposed to happen has been
disturbed by a giant in the land. Anyhow, Cinderella's prince encounters the
Baker's wife in the woods and asks her for a kiss. The Baker's wife, who is a
peasant and is also married to the Baker, and not the Prince, responds with
"This is ridiculous, what is happening? I'm in the wrong story."

Have you ever felt that way? That maybe you were in the wrong story? That
the things that were happening to you or around you were not falling out the
way they should or certainly not the way you had expected.

Well, I often think of this kind of juxtaposition when reading about David and
Goliath. So much that happens doesn't match. It's not like most stories. It is
based on the unexpected. And it's founded on the comparison of two very
different people. When you look back at it more carefully, this is not a very
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action-packed story. The story is predicated less on what happens than on
who is there.

What stayed in my spirit this week was Goliath's initial challenge. I couldn't
quite understand why Saul would not reject the introduction to what's
known as Single Combat Warfare. Saul and his complete army had been
experiencing victories as a collective army against the Philistines and others
on 4 other occasions. Why switch now? Why stop in this instance? I thought
perhaps this was part of Goliath's strategy. Perhaps he didn't believe the
Philistines would win against the army of Israel again, so that his drawing out
another warrior to fight him would be more likely to be successful than the
Philistines being successful in their own right.

There are upsides to this single combat warfare - which have one warrior
from each side fight the equivalent champion in strength and ability can save
on collateral damage; it keeps that nation from losing more soldiers for this
representative battle. It is also supposed to assure that you have the best
fighter on the field, like a field kick in soccer or a technical foul in basketball -
they choose the best player on the team to take that kick or shoot that foul
shot. Yet so much of this story of David and Goliath points away from skill and
more towards character. First it points to Saul's character. If you read
chapters ahead of this one, you will find that Saul has been ousted as king of
Israel behind the scenes. Essentially, God has determined that Saul's
disobedience has disqualified him from ruling anymore, and God sends the
prophet Samuel to Jesse's house to choose the next king. But God is not
choosing the king based on who is the best warrior, but who is the more
loving soul.

I think what I want us to consider today is that while the mythology and
storied nature of the David and Goliath battle usually focuses on the battle,
that is not what is most important. What each man does in battle is less
important than who shows up. Why does this matter, it matters because of
how much of our culture puts themselves in this story.

If I were to ask you right now, are you fighting any battles, is there some
challenge that you are working to overcome right now? Is there some fear
that you must face related to finances, relationships or health. Have you
considered yourself at all a David fighting against a giant Goliath?
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When you break down this battle to its very core, it is not about strength, or
height. It's not really related to any of the stereotypical hyper-masculine
descriptions that we usually ascribe to warfare. While the backdrop here is
indeed a battlefield, this story is about God changing the parameters. This
story is about God purposefully changing the expectations. This story has
been contrived by God for us to discern something different about the way
we fight battles, about the way we respond to challenging news, about the
way we meet a foe, and ultimately about how we overcome anything that
stands against us.

If we were to consider Goliath as any major fight in our life. If we were to
imagine Goliath less of a person and more of a metaphor...Think of the
looming, growing worry that keeps you up...It gives you no peace, it makes
you irritable, it troubles your soul and causes you fear.  How should you
respond? By doing more research, finding another strategy? By doing more or
doing less? By expecting that the underdog will win? What if we were to
pause now and take stock in what our challenges are doing to us, to our
insides, to our temperament and mood. Don't get me wrong, this is not about
being nice. God doesn't call us to be nice, but God does call us to examine our
hearts - EVEN in the midst of a fight.

And I can hear myself apologizing to a coworker, "I'm sorry that I snapped at
you, I've just been so stressed lately." I've witnessed parents screaming at
their kids, "Just get in the car!" I wonder where could our hearts be in those
moments? Could we be depending more on God to help us with our attitudes,
our tongues as manifestations of our hearts. We can get short with people
when we hear a bad diagnosis, when all of our plans are shifted because
someone we love can't show up for us the way they used to. And I'm thinking
of David and Goliath - a loving soul and a fearless warrior. Which one would I
choose if I had to - I'd choose both because David's character was both....And
what kind of examination might it take for me to prayerfully spend more time
with God, more time contemplating some heart work before my next battle.
Because battle's don't just come to the unrighteous or the struggling people.
Battles come to us all.
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I wanted to place this story into our consideration for lots of reasons, but
many of the reasons are about what she should stop doing or not do anymore
with this kind of story....
I want to name some things that this example is NOT asking us to do.

1. We are not being asked to merely root for the underdog. David's
character is not just about being an underdog. His character is the one
who trusts in God, gives credit to the God of Israel, acknowledges that
God has the power to save. And that salvation DOES not come by
sword and spear. David is not an underdog. David is a radical and
humble believer in GOD!

2. We are not meant to glorify single combat battles.
This is a story, not your life. Be careful that you don't construct some
narrative of your own life experience that matches a movie or a novel.
Don't create for yourself a protagonist that must fight alone. This is not
the ideal method. It's not sustainable.

Be careful that in your single combat you haven't also created a Goliath
or misunderstood some singular ultimatum that doesn't exist. I need
people around me when I believe myself to be in crisis so that I can
gauge the mountain I see before me. Is it a molehill? Is it a medium hill? I
don't want to someday become some obsessive leader who sees myself
as a part of some epic drama of which I am the hero who must win.
That's the making of a novel like Moby Dick or a film like The Caine
Mutiny.

3. We are not meant to take on EVERY challenge and be responsible for
everyone else

I know so many heads of households, so many parents who are doing
their best, but also living up to unrealistic expectations of all that they
must conquer. The truth is that most of us are not the King of Israel and
we do not have to take on Goliath to save the nation. We do not have to
save the world or even our whole family. Salvation comes from God.
What if we take one small battle at a time?
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While I like some things about the David and Goliath story, it also
makes me wary. I don't want us all to think we have to be David in every
instance or ever. Most of us are not called to Davidic feats. None of us is
called to BE David, We are called to be who we are! For the moment
that he lived in, days after he was anointed by Saul to be king of Israel,
David believed he was called to defend the honor of God's name
against a foreign enemy. David was called to do so and was equipped by
God's spirit to do so.

And Friends, God is calling YOU to something too, but it is likely not national
salvation. It's probably something a bit closer to home first. Like David was
first called to be a good shepherd, in the verses before the Goliath story, he's
called to be King Saul's armor bearer and then called to bring his brother's
lunch to the battle. In fact, the closer we look at David's story, we can see a
give and take of moments when God sets David on a path and David makes
choices about what he will and will not do. David chooses to support his
brothers; David rejects Saul's armor. David discerns what story he is in and he
underscores God's actions and not his own.

Most significantly to me is that DAVID seems very clear about what he is
about to do and why. Verses 45 and 47 of the 17th chapter bless me the most
in this instant.  David says in verse 45: “Thou comest to me with a sword, and
with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of
hosts,” then he says, "all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not
with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD'S, and he will give you into
our hands."

The easiest part of this story to preach is that God's narrative is full of
Kingdom expectations. They are built on juxtapositions, things that seem
similar and next to each other but are very different. God sets up an equal
fight with one warrior who is a strong and exceptional fighter and stands him
next to a shorter, smaller, shepherd boy who obediently serves his brothers
and loves God enough to defend God's name when challenged.

David wasn't chosen by God because he was good looking and smart. He
wasn't chosen because he was the "best". David's heart was available. Saul
had stopped depending on God, but David started off only depending on God.
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That kind of investment was worth it to God. Can God count on you to
depend on God?

So I'm interested in how David volunteers himself to fight Goliath the next
day. He does so because he believes something about this fight that no one
else does. He also seems to believe some things about God that the rest of
the army even does not confess during the 40 days they were being bullied by
Goliath. This scripture is provoking me about how I show up in my trials. It's
not to give me one more thing to do or to critique about myself, but it does
invite me to reflect on how my heart is addressing the fight. Am I getting all
boiled up and ready to fight but not DEPENDING on God's salvation? Am I
expecting to win or get revenge more than I am to consider how much God
has already delivered me from and how many other battles God has already
won on my behalf?

At the end of the day, We are NOT Jesus; we're not even David. We are who
God made us to be. And we will have to define, discern, and discover how we
wage war against the major antagonizers of our peace. We may have to reject
other people's armor, and find our own tools. We will also have to discern
where our support is; why we are fighting this battle in the first place.
Ultimately, the most important decision we will have to make is -- Are we
fighting this for God and with God?

My favorite scripture is Romans 8:28. It proclaims that "all things work
together for the good of those who love God and are called according to
God's purpose." In the end, conclusions that benefit God's purpose will win. In
this context, winning is about survival and staying alive. And if you're hearing
this sermon, you're already winning. But ultimately, that's a story you're
writing with God.

Amen.
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