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Sunday, February 7, 2021 

Rev. Robert W. Brown 
Have You Not Heard? 

 
INTRODUCTION 

That simple and elegant hymn we just sang, He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands brings 
great comfort to those who believe. To many it may seem naively innocent or even 
theologically manipulative, but when we look at the scriptures, the idea of God’s participation 
in the grand order of the cosmos is a constant theme that points toward a Divine Mystery. The 
story of Job is all about God’s accountability and participation in justice. In today’s scripture 
we turn to the prophet Isaiah, who echoes God’s reply to Job, but this time to a hurting, lost 
and questioning people.  

At this point in time, Jews were scattered across the Middle East, dispersed by Assyrian and 
Babylonian armies. The minority of the people that had returned to Jerusalem lived under the 
complete domination of a foreign government in Persia. Surrounded by enemies and in 
captivity, they asked the same questions Job asked, and perhaps the same questions we 
might ask at this time in our lives:  

Has God abandoned us?  

Will we have a future? 

Hear God’s answer to a people calling out for rescue; Isaiah chapter 40, verses 21-31. 

 
Isaiah 40:21-31 
 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
It is GOD who sits above the circle of the earth, 
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
who brings princes to naught, 
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
To whom then will you compare me, 
that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 
Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
who created these? 
He who brings out their host by number, 
calling them all by name; 
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by the greatness of his might 
and because he is strong in power, 
not one is missing. 
Why do you say, O Jacob, 
and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the Lord, 
and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint, 
and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
and young men shall fall exhausted; 
but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint. 
 

SERMON 

Please pray with me. 

Our God of loving-kindness and bottomless mercy, open us to hear your Word this 
morning, help us to gain insight and hope that You are among us, with us and faithful. 
… And, may the words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts be pleasing 
and acceptable to you our Rock and our Redeemer. –Amen  

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

I sense a bit of frustration in God’s response.  

The book of Isaiah explains why the future holds hope not just for the Jews, but for the 
whole world. Beginning in Chapter 40 we are introduced to this last section of Isaiah 
with the sweeping declaration that God reigns over all. “Surely the nations are like a 
drop in a bucket ... God sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are 
like grasshoppers” (verses 15, 22). God declairs flat out a mastery of all nature, of all 
history—indeed, of the entire universe. 

For the dispirited Jewish survivors of Babylon’s invasion, this exalted view of God is a 
reminder that God has neither vanished nor rejected the remnant of his chosen people. 
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Reading these stories, prophesies and historical references across thousands and 
thousands of years points out to me a consistent thread. Even as so much changes, our 
human nature and essential dilemmas we face somehow remain the same. Especially in 
times of trouble we ask the existential question; Has God abandoned us? Will we have a 
future? 

Every year, we ask these same questions in some form or another, preparing for our 
annual meeting. It may not be as dramatic as God abandoning us, but in reality, we 
formally check in as the Body of Christ to affirm that God is, in fact, with us and we do 
have a discernable plan for a future. Tomorrow night we will do just that, as has been 
done since TriCon Church’s founding in 1826. But this year we will gather like never 
before, socially distanced, technically connected via Zoom. I can’t imagine what our 
esteemed founders in 1826 would think if they could see us today, or what we might 
say if we had a glimpse into TriCon Church in 2226. It really is amazing to ponder. But 
that is why I find it so incredible that somehow the Word of God continues to resonate 
throughout the ages. 

 

2020 was a very, very difficult year and it was also quite wonderful – but mostly it was 
difficult. With a global pandemic, a resurgence of tyranny, an unmasking of oppressive, 
systemic racism, and economic hardship for so many millions of people, it’s natural to 
ask, Has God abandoned us? Will we have a future? I think many of us want to put 
2020 in the rear-view mirror and soldier on. 

But...I think that would be a mistake. I think we have a rare opportunity to debrief and 
deconstruct this past year with unflinching eyes. We learned a lot about who we are 
and who we can become. We learned new patterns of working – online and alone. Many 
of us spent more time with family. We learned about stillness, rootedness, and silence. 
We learned about fear, anger, hope and love. We were asked to practice our love for 
one another in ways that didn’t look like what was once our norm. Our understanding 
of community expanded. Yet, from my point of view, we were able to expand because 
we stand on the firm foundation of what has come before. We were able to expand 
because God had prepared us as a community of faith that truly cares for one another 
and the world beyond our walls. 

So yes! We have known! We have heard! It is clear that God has never and will never 
abandon us. And even as we stand on that legacy, we also don’t want to lose the 
lessons learned from 2020. At this crucial and real pivot point in history we must be 
open to co-creating a world of new possibilities that are before us. A world in sync with 
God’s dream for the world. 

Let us dive into 2021 remembering the emotions and experiences of 2020, but also 
casting a vision for what we want to see born into the world this year. What might God 
be calling us to that we will point to in 12 short months? This is NOT my vision for 
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TriCon Church. It is NOT Gail’s vision for TriCon Church, it must be our vision for 
TriCon Church. We go together. As the African proverb goes, if you want to go fast, go 
alone. If you want to go far go together. Let’s go far together. 

Isaiah also gives us the starting point that is so critical to the work ahead. 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
God does not faint or grow weary; 
God’s understanding is unsearchable. 
God gives power to the faint, 
and the one who has no might finds increased strength. 
Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
and the young shall fall exhausted; 
but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint. 
 

People of God, is this NOT what we have known? Is this NOT what we have seen? 

I, for one, walk with you in this faith, a faith that proclaims the truth of God’s 
faithfulness and promise of resurrection. In a few moments we will celebrate the 
sacrament of communion together. This sacred act binds us together in both 
confessing our need for God and also receiving God’s redemption and assurance.  

Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 

TriCon Church, in the assurance of God’s grace, Holy Spirit wisdom and redeeming 
promise, let us go forward with all courage, and let us go together.  

AMEN. 

 

    


