
 
 
The Peace of Wild Things 
By Wendell Berry 
 

When despair for the world grows in 
me 
and I wake in the night at the least 
sound 
in fear of what my life 
 and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water,  
and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives  
with forethought of grief.  
I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light.  
For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world,  
and am free.”  

 

Last May, Natalie and I set out on our sabbatical off the 
coast of Maine on Chebeague Island. We went with the 
intention of building an eco-friendly, simple home in the 
woods. Our project is designed to be in harmony with the 
land and provide a pleasant, sustainable, affordable 
lifestyle with a low carbon footprint.  

Our time on Chebeague was wonderful. We loved 
integrating more deeply into the island culture and 
nurturing relationships. Island life has a different pace, a 
slower rhythm that suited us. However, our construction 
plans and expectations were deeply disappointed. Our 
plumber was unable to do his work. We lived without 
running water the entire time. Nearly every construction 
material was either back ordered or severely inflated due 
to the pandemic.    

One of the great lessons of my life has been that 
expectations are resentments waiting to happen. This 
saying was put to the test this past summer. I am happy to 
say that we were able to adjust. (Although not always 
happily.) We focused on what we could do rather than 
what we couldn’t. Much was accomplished yet there is 
still much to do. Now, back on the mainland, we are 
reintegrating into this rhythm and look forward to what 
lies ahead. TriCon Church will regather for worship on 
September 12th. The staff and leadership have wisely 
chosen to require face masks and our hymns will be 
instrumental. We will continue to offer an on-line portal 
for those who are unable to join us live. Whatever our 
expectations are, we will always be subservient to what 
actually is. We continue to adapt. Together we journey 
through in the Way of Jesus, and always…    

In faith and hope,  

Bob  
Rev. Robert Brown – Senior Minister
 

 
 



 
 

For the past 30 years, I’ve had a scrap of 
paper on my bulletin board with these 
words on it: “The Invisible Purposes of 
God.” I think I heard it in a sermon, and it 
must have struck a chord at the time. Over 
the years I have gazed on this phrase, and 
yet I think that I am only now beginning to 
realize the depth of these words. 
 

 
 
During this past year+ of life with COVID, 
with all the losses and adjustments we’ve 
had to make….and now as we look to 
September with the hope of new 
possibilities, we need to remember that 
God is faithful, constant and unchanging, 
even as everything else is changing around 
us. The purpose or the meaning of a thing 
may be invisible to us at any given time, but 
as Christians we can rest assured that all of 
it is in God’s hands and that they are part of 
God’s good purposes. 
 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus says, “I will not 
leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In 
a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live.” (John 14:18-19) 
 
If you expect to find God, Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit in all that is happening in your 
life, from the mundane to the mammoth, 
you will not be disappointed, because He 
has promised to be there. Over the years 
I’ve found another quote to be helpful, “Not 
everything that happens is God’s will; but 
nothing happens apart from His will.” I find 
evidence of this truth every week. 
 
As schedules shift from summer to 
September and all that goes with it, let’s 
not lose sight of the reason we are a church 
in the first place – to worship God, to learn 
more and more what it means to be a 
follower of Jesus Christ, and to care for the 
world beginning with those next door to us. 
And as we seek to do these things, and live 
more fully into our identity as Christians, all 
while navigating our return to worship in 
the Sanctuary, along with Children and 
Youth Ministries starting up, we need this 
encouragement more than ever: God has 
invisible purposes to be discovered! 
 
So, let’s open our hearts and minds to God 
and what He might have in store for us this 
year – as individuals, as families and as a 
congregation.  
 
With you on the Journey as we worship, 
learn and serve – together, 
 

 
Rev. Gail Miller,  
Minister of Congregational Life

 
 
 



 
 

 We convened a group of parishioners 
and staff specifically tasked with talking 
through the challenges facing us as we 
plan to worship together safely.  As 
always, we will monitor conditions and 
make changes as needed.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, please feel 
free to reach out to any of us: 
 
Rev. Bob Brown, Rev. Gail Miller, Vickie 
Wagner, Carrie O'Brien, Judy Walpole, 
Amy Bruning, Kathy Manley, Bob 
Lehmann, and Jeff Campbell 
 

 
The following is a list of safety precautions and conditions that we plan to follow starting 
September 12th, until further notice ... 
 
• Masks will be REQUIRED by all individuals, regardless of vaccine status 
• We will not ask vaccination status, or require a sign up 
• Hand sanitizer will be available at entryways 
• Ushers will greet the congregation but will forgo handshaking - bulletins available 
• Windows and doors will be open as much as possible 
• We will have organ music and instrumentalists, but no choir and no congregational singing 
• People serving as lay leaders, ushers, greeters, and church school volunteers must be 

vaccinated 
• We will not pass the offering plates; baskets at the entryways will be made available for 

pledge/donations 
• We will have coffee hour outside, weather permitting, or in the parish hall 
• Communion will be discussed and decided upon by the Deacons, making modifications as 

they deem appropriate 
 
For those who prefer to view the service remotely, we have equipment in place to provide live 
streaming of the services through our current worship ZOOM link (Meeting ID 219-932-059; 
https://zoom.us/j/219932059).  We are working with a vendor to install a permanent, 'high-tech' set 
up to provide a fuller remote viewing experience, but that will not be completed until into the 
late fall at the earliest. 
 
TriCon Church strongly encourages those of age and eligibility to get vaccinated.  The COVID-19 
vaccine is our best tool available to help us regather safely, and it is our best tool available to 
protect children under twelve in our congregation and families. 
  

In-Person Worship at TriCon Church 
will resume on Sunday, September 12th! 



 
 

The Al Filipov Peace and Justice 
Forum will honor September 11th 
Families for Peaceful Tomorrows in a 
live online presentation on Sunday, 
September 19 at 5pm. The topic is 
Turning Grief into Actions for Peace. 
Everyone is invited to this free virtual 
event commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11. Pre-registration 
is required at alfilipov.org. 

Peaceful Tomorrows is an 
organization founded by family 
members of those killed on 
September 11 who have united to 
turn their grief into action for peace. 
By developing and advocating 
nonviolent options and actions in the 
pursuit of justice, they hope to break 
the cycles of violence engendered by 
war and terrorism. Acknowledging 
their common experience with all 
people affected by violence 
throughout the world, they work to 
create a safer and more peaceful 
world for everyone. The vision for 
Peaceful Tomorrows was born when 
a small group of family members 
became connected after reading 
each other’s pleas for nonviolent and 
reasoned responses to the terrorist 

attacks. Their name comes from a statement made by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Wars are poor chisels for 
carving out peaceful tomorrows.” 

Representing the honorees will be co-founder, Colleen Kelly, who currently serves as the chair of its Rule of 
Law Committee. She is a family nurse practitioner specializing in Adolescent Medicine and has a master’s 
degree in International Relations from the City College of New York.  She will speak about the founding of 
Peaceful Tomorrows and its mission and history.  Ms. Kelly will be joined by a young member of Peaceful 
Tomorrows who will speak to the future of the organization. 

The mission of the Al Filipov Peace & Justice Forum is to promote peace and justice among all people and to 
demonstrate the power of an individual to make a positive difference in the world. The Forum is held each 
September in memory of longtime Tricon member and Concord resident, Al Filipov, who was tragically killed 
on 9/11. The Forum invites a distinguished individual or group to speak about their work. Speakers are drawn 
from a variety of backgrounds and faith traditions, but all share the commitment of a life actively engaged for 
a more peaceful and equitable world. The event is free though donations are welcome. Please register 
at AlFilipov.org.  A link is also available on our website. 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello TriCon Families and welcome to a new year of Children’s Ministry. 
 
Over the summer we have created a different approach to our programming offerings with the hope that 
it will be easier for you and your family to engage in church. Safety is paramount, so we have created 
spaces for children and youth to gather with that in mind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WORSHIP ACTIVITIES: While in worship, all children and youth are welcome to our Worship 
Activities shelves stocked with fun and engaging activities for all age groups. The Worship 
Activity shelves are located in back of the last pew.  
 
FAMILY GET TOGETHERS: Periodic Faith Family get togethers are being planned this fall. 
 
PARENT WORKSOPS: We will be offering workshops just for parents to help support faith at 
home practices. 

 
 
  

On Sunday mornings, beginning Sunday, Sept. 
12th, children will spend time in the beginning 
and end of our 10am worship with their 
families AND in our NEW Exploring Faith Space 
located on the 1st floor of our Children’s Wing 
or outside on the play yard.  
 
Volunteers (Faith Guides) are members of our 
church who are NOT parents of current 
children in programming, giving you the 
opportunity to recharge and enjoy worship. Of 
course, you are welcome to participate if you 
choose. 
 

Children’s Ministry for both our Voyagers and 
SEEKERS will take place on Sunday afternoons 
at 4pm instead of Sunday mornings. Content 
will include mission-based activities as well as 
exploring the four pillars of faith and how they 
apply to their lives. We will meet outside as 
weather permits. Otherwise, we will meet 
inside in the airy Parish Hall and lower level. 
 
Upcoming schedule: Sundays, Sept. 19th, Oct. 
3rd and 17th. 
 
On Sunday morning, Voyagers and SEEKERS will 
remain in worship for the duration of the 
service.  
 

NEW  NEW  

While indoors we ask that everyone wear a mask to protect those most vulnerable, 
including younger children who are not yet eligible to receive the vaccine. 
Everyone participating in Children’s Ministry must be vaccinated. 
Hand sanitizers are available throughout the property. 
Windows will be open during indoor programming spaces . 
 

NEW  

Carrie O'Brien 

Children's Ministry Director 

cobrien@triconchurch.org 



 
 

 

 
 
Youth Group Kick-off 
 
Sunday, September 12th 
5:00 - 6:30 PM 
Meet in play yard 
 
 

Discussion Group Kick-off 
 
Wednesday, September 22nd 
6:00 - 7:00 PM 
We will meet at TriCon and  
walk to Bedford Farms. 

 
 

Youth Group September dates: 
September 19th & 26th 5:00 - 6:00 PM 
Discussion Group will begin meeting in October, details to 
follow. 
 
 

Mission Trip 2022! 
The TriCon Youth Mission Trip will take place during the 
February public school break.  More details will be coming. 

 
 

Christine Kelley, Youth Leader Rev. Gail Miller, Minister of Congregational Life 
ckelley@triconchurch.org revmiller@triconchurch.org 
978.337.6171 call or text 978.831.3482 call or text 

 
Christine Kelley is our high-school Youth Leader, leading our Sunday evening Youth Group, our 
Wednesday evening Discussion Group, and our annual Youth Mission Trip. 
A postcard from Christine was mailed to families in early September.  Reach out to Christine if you 
did not receive that communication, or if you have any questions.   
 
Be sure to let the church office know if you are new to our community and have high-school age 
children. 

 MASK POLICY:  We will require masks when indoors.     



 
 

Moving on - the Story Continues 

As we cautiously and optimistically, move forward to 
resuming in-person worship, Jeff Campbell offered the 
following message of gratitude: 

As I thought about what our church means to me, I looked 
back over the last eighteen months to recall the ways 
TriCon has been there for me and my family.  This has been 
a period of considerable challenge for all of us.  Bob titled 
his pastoral message in the April newsletter "May you live 
in interesting times" from the Chinese proverb and asked-- 
are these times a curse or a blessing? For me, this time has 
offered some genuine blessings. 

Most of all I am deeply grateful to TriCon for keeping our community knitted together so well. Our 
Sunday Zoom services offered a worship experience that was the next best thing to being all 
together in church.  They lifted my spirits through this long period of isolation.  Yes, there were 
occasional technical hiccups early on --to be expected -- but the services quickly grew to become 
a rich, full-fledged worship experience that I looked forward to every week.  For some of our 
members, like my father, who cannot attend church at this time, Zoom worship offered him a 
front pew seat he otherwise would not have enjoyed. Our clergy, our staff, our lay leadership all 
made this possible, with help from many unsung heroes -- it showed that our church life has 
strength and vitality and exists beyond the walls of our beautiful steepled sanctuary and our 
sunny parish hall. 

A look back at our newsletters and weekly emails would have you think that nothing really 
changed, our worship, our youth programs, our small groups, our mission outreach, the senior 
high Mission Trip, our commitments to social justice and climate action -- all were still engaged. 
We occasionally gathered in person too, outside. I fondly remember our fall kickoff car parade; 
there were courtyard coffees, Youth Group, Seekers and Voyagers met on the church grounds, our 
church did its best to carry on.  With encouragement from Bob and Gail, and from Dawn Jefferson 
these past three months, we held onto the spiritual practices we rely upon.  

Despite my comments let me say how much I miss being in 
church, and I'm eager to begin doing so again—safely.  I'm 
keeping my fingers crossed that it will unfold smoothly, and with 
God's help we will handle this transition as well as the last one.  I 
believe that if we remain PATIENT, AND FLEXIBLE, AND 
CONSIDERATE (to echo the watchwords from our staff) we will 
make adjustments as needed to make it work well. 

Because of all we've been through, my devotion to TriCon church and my desire to support it in 
every way has never been stronger.   



 
 

At this stage of the pandemic, group singing indoors is still 
considered to be a high-risk activity.   
 
Our choir has decided to cancel their previously announced 
Open Rehearsals for this month.   
 
October choir is on a "wait and see" basis.   
 
If you are interested in receiving the latest updates, please 
share your email address with choir director, Vickie Wagner at 
vwagner@triconchurch.org. 

Music for September worship will be provided by instrumentalists and vocal soloists, including 
Emily Roos and the Lawsons.  We will not yet be singing hymns together as a congregation. 
 
 
 
Our own Matthew DiBattista recently returned from a summer with the Santa Fe Opera, where 
he sang the role of Monsieur Triquet in Tchaikovsky's Eugene Onegin. Held in the SFO's 
renowned outdoor theater, the opera was enjoyed by Tom and Sue Kingston, who sang with 
our choir for many years before retiring to Santa Fe.

 
Edited image, based on a Curtis Brown photograph, courtesy of the Santa Fe Opera. 



 
 

 

 
 
  

Dear TriCon Family, 
 
Again, it was a true pleasure to serve as your 
Sabbatical Pastor this summer. Meeting so 
many of you and visiting your lovely church in 
Concord was one of the highlights of our year. I 
am grateful to have received so many of your 
kind messages in response to our visits and my 
sermons. Your thoughtful feedback was a 
valuable blessing to launch me into my next 
phase of ministry. Thank you! 
 
I am overjoyed to announce that I have 
accepted a call as the Minister for Mission and 
Justice at Hope UCC in Alexandria, VA. Hope 
UCC is a thriving church pastored by Rev. Amber 
Neuroth that is close to our home and 
championing the causes of Christ that are dear 
to our hearts.  
 
Hope's mission scripture is: “Let us hold strong 
to the confession of our hope, never wavering, 
for the One who promised it to us is faithful. Let 
us consider how to inspire each other to greater 
love and good deeds.” – Hebrews 10:23-24. I 
pray the same for you. 
 
With Christ's Love, 
Dawn 
 
 
 
You can still reach Dawn 
at  
djefferson@ 
triconchurch.org 
 

TriCon Staff - we are here for you! 
 

Rev. Bob Brown, Senior Minister ........................ revbobbrown@triconchurch.org 
 ..............................................................................................................978.204.7739 
Rev. Gail Miller, Minister of Congregational Life ....... revmiller@triconchurch.org 
 ..............................................................................................................978.831.3482 
Vickie Wagner, Music Director .................................... vwagner@triconchurch.org 
Judy Walpole, Church Administrator........................... jwalpole@triconchurch.org 
 ..............................................................................................................978.884.7976 
Amy Bruning, Church Admin. Asst. ............................. abruning@triconchurch.org 
 ..............................................................................................................978.394.1916 
Carrie O'Brien, Director of Children's Ministry ............ cobrien@triconchurch.org 
Christine Kelley, Youth Leader ........................................ ckelley@triconchurch.org 
Marcia Macres, IT Coordinator .................................. mjmacres@triconchurch.org 
Jamie Aromaa, Sexton .......................................... call church office: 978.369.4837
 

 

The church offices are open 
from 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Monday through Friday. 
 
Please feel free to come in to 
say hello or conduct any church 
business. 
 
978.369.4837 



 
 

 
 
As we plan 
for 
resuming 
in-person 
worship, 
we are in 

need of USHER volunteers.  Would you like 
to help? 
 
If you are willing to be included in our 
usher/greeter pool, please email 
info@triconchurch.org, or call the church 
office.   
 
This is a fun and easy way to help out and 
greet our fellow parishioners! 
 
 
Need help with the Online PHOTO 

Directory? 
Contact parishioner 
Elaine Ayres -- she can 
help with first time log 
in, uploading a photo, 
or arranging for 
someone to help take a 
photo of you for the 

directory. 
ejanird@gmail.com 
You can access the directory through our 
website. 
 
New Hearing Aids? 
 
Did you know that 
our sanctuary has a 
hearing loop?  That 
means if your hearing 
aids are relatively 
new, chances are 

that they are equipped with a t-coil. 
If so, when in the sanctuary, change the 
setting on your hearing aids to the t-coil 
setting and the sound system in the 
sanctuary will do directly into your hearing 
aids.  If you have any questions, talk with 
your audiologist. 
 
Stock Donation 
 
Giving appreciated stock to fulfill a pledge 
or make a gift to the church is a win-win.  
You may avoid capital gains tax and the 
church gets the value of the appreciated 
stock.  Call the church office to get the 
transfer instructions.  If you have donated 
stock in the past, please be aware that we 
have new financial investment managers so 
there are new instructions. 
 

We are very grateful 
to so many of you 
who donated 
backpacks and/or 
school supplies.  We 
had an overwhelming 
response, and are 
once again, humbled 

by TriCon's generosity.  We will be giving 
the collection to the Mass Coalition for the 
Homeless.... thank you!! 
 
 

 
Upper Room Ministries booklets for Sept. 
Oct. are available in the church reception 
office, on the desk.  You are welcome to 
come in for a copy! 

 



 
 

 
 

There will be a 
memorial service 
celebrating Otto's 
life at TriCon on 
September 18th, at 
2 PM.  Masks will 
be required.  For 
planning purposes, 
his wife, Sandra, is 
requesting RSVPs 
to 

ssuduikis@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
Sympathies are given 
to the family of 
Walter Miller.  Walter 
was a TriCon member 
for many years before 
moving out of town 
to be closer to his 
daughter, Dorothy.  

He passed away at age 88 on Aug. 8th. 
 
 
 
 
 
TriCon KnitWits 
will meet in the 
parlor at 11 AM: 
9/15; 10/20; 
11/17; 12/1. 
Contact Betty Farfaras: bfarfaras@verizon.net 
 
 

 
Interested 
in Baptism?  
We will be 
scheduling 
baptisms 
this fall, as 
we 

regather in the sanctuary.  Call the church 
office during the week if you'd like to speak 
with someone 
about planning 
a baptism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Do you feel TriCon is your church home?  
Are you interested in joining TriCon, or 
learning more about membership? 
 
Reach out to Jill Robitaille or Sarah Hart, or 
either pastors, if you'd like more 
information or you wish to be included in 
an upcoming joining date. 
 
TriCon Church is an open and 
affirming congregation.  God is 
calling us to be a nurturing 
community of faith who honors 
God through mission and service.  We 
would LOVE to include you as a member! 
 
jb.robitaille190@gmail.com 
sarahphart@earthlink.net



 
 

     
 
Women of Spirit Group: Spiritual Discovery, Support and 
Community  
 
September 9th @ 7 PM in the Parish Hall  
Social gathering for both groups, whether you are 

returning or newly interested -- all women welcome! 
 
In TriCon’s Women of Spirit groups, woman-identified folks meditate and pray together. We 
look to deepen our relationship with God through exploring and sharing a variety of prayer 
practices. If you are spiritually curious and seek a connection with other women, this small 
group opportunity might be for you. Our goal is to communally help each other come closer to 
God in her/their own way. We make a point of being flexible and welcoming. There are two 
groups, each of which meets every other week, facilitated by church members: one meets 
Wednesday mornings and one on Thursday nights. 
 
We will continue to gather on Zoom with occasional in-person meetings. If you are interested, 
please feel free to contact Cheryl Shea (cheryl.shea@verizon.net) who facilitates the morning 
sessions, or Liz Crowell (Lbencma@gmail.com) who facilitates the evening sessions.   
 
   
The fall dates for the Wednesday  
morning 7:00 a.m. group  
(on Zoom mostly) will be:  
September 8th 
September 22nd 
October 6 th  
October 20 th  
November 3rd 
November 17th 

The fall dates for the Thursday  
evening 7:30 p.m. group  
(on Zoom mostly) will be:   
September 16th 
September 30th  
October 14th  
October 28 th 
November 11 th 

 
  

The Men's Anchor Group meets every other 
Tuesday, the first and third of the month, from 
7:00 AM to 8:30 AM.  This group is for men of all 
ages who discuss and share issues of religion and 
spirituality in light of contemporary culture.  It is a 
supportive opportunity to share life stories and 
find connection with one another.   
 
SEPTEMBER 7th & 21st 
Contact: Greg Howes greg@howesinsurance.com  
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

City Mission invites you to join them for the 
Annual Green Book Tour of Boston. The Green 
Book was considered to be the AAA guide for 
Black motorists who took to American roads. 
First published in 1936, during the period of Jim 
Crow segregation, it identified establishments 
that would accept the business of African 
Americans. This included information about 
hotels, restaurants, gas stations, barber shops, 
drug stores, and more. To stay safe, Black 
people never left home without a plan and a 
copy of the Green Book. 
Date: Saturday, September 11, 2021. 
(Rain date: Saturday, September 18, 2021)  
Time: 10am - 1pm  
Led by:  
Rev. June R. Cooper, Scholar in Residence at 
City Mission and Mr. Byron Rushing, Public 
Historian, Community Organizer, and Former 
State Representative of the Ninth Suffolk 
District. 
G A T H E R I N G  P L A C E :   
Union Church 
485 Columbus Avenue  
We will meet at 9:40am and start promptly at 
10am with a walking tour of 1 hour and 45 
minutes or approximately 1.5 miles in and 
through the South End. Please wear 
comfortable walking shoes.  The tour will 
include: 

Presentation by Rev. June Cooper and Mr. 
Byron Rushing 

Walking Tour to several Green Book sites in 
the South End 

Lunch at the historic Slade's Restaurant, a 
Green Book site. We will eat and engage in 
conversation about our experience. There is 
outside seating at Slade's and take-home 

food containers will be provided for those 
that would like to complete the tour at this 
point. 

COVID safety precaution: The event will be 
primarily outside. Masks are required inside and 
optional while outside and walking.  

Registration is required. Cost: $40 (includes the 
tour, lunch, and speakers).  For more 
information: https://citymissionboston.org/gre
enbooktour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 



 
 

 
In looking forward to returning to 
in-person worship this fall, we 
have all new openings for altar 
Flowers. 
 
We ask parishioners who are 
interested to provide two (2) 
arrangements for Sunday morning.  
You are welcome to keep both, or 

donate one or both to TriCon friends.  We have people who will deliver the flower 
arrangements you offer to ill, bereaved, or shut-in people of our congregation. 
 
Your name and dedication will be printed in the weekly bulletin.   
Let Amy Bruning at the church office know what you would like to say. 
 
We greatly appreciate the generosity of our parishioners who help beautify our sanctuary as we 
join together in worship.  And those who are recipients of the arrangements after worship are 
brightened by the thoughtfulness and cheeriness of the delivery. 
 
If interested, you can find an electronic sign up through our website. 
Thank you! 
 
 

Reminder! 
 
TriCon Church, its ministers 
and staff, will NOT solicit you 
via email.  Emails that appear 
to be directed from church 
requesting gift cards or 
monetary help are not to be 
trusted.  It is good practice to 

check the return email address when you are unsure.  Unfortunately, this is a 
common phishing scam.  Delete and mark as SPAM.	  



 
 

 
The Safe Church Policy is designed for the protection of persons involved in 
activities and programs of the church.  The policy is augmented by the Safe 

Church Procedures, complete copies of both document available in the church 
library, Children's Ministry office and administrative offices. 

 
Trinitarian Congregational Church, Concord, Massachusetts 

Safe Church Policy  
Mission Statement  
As a community of faith committed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, we strive to be welcoming to all and 
to treat each individual with the love and dignity that God bestows upon each of us.  Trinitarian 
Congregational Church is committed to creating and maintaining programs, facilities and a community in 
which members, friends, staff and volunteers can worship, learn and work together in an atmosphere 
free from all forms of discrimination, harassment, exploitation or intimidation. 
 
Trinitarian Church has no tolerance for child abuse, child neglect, sexual harassment or sexual 
misconduct.  Trinitarian Church will take allegations of such behavior seriously and will promptly respond 
to ensure that a safe environment is maintained in all church activities. 
 

Purpose of the Safe Church Policy 
The Safe Church Policy is designed to provide a framework for the operation of the activities and 
programs of the church in a manner that ensures the physical and emotional safety of all persons.   
 

Safe Church Committee 
The Safe Church Committee shall be comprised of members of the congregation, nominated by the 
Nominating Committee and elected by the congregation from candidates recommended by the clergy.  
 

The Safe Church Committee, with the guidance and assistance of the Church Committee, staff and clergy 
will be responsible for: 
 
• Reviewing the Safe Church Policy and recommending any revisions to the Church Committee; 
 
• Reviewing Safe Church Procedures, approving any changes and coordinating any revisions with the 

staff, clergy and/or any other persons responsible for implementing the procedures; 
 
• Ensuring the implementation of the Safe Church Policy and Procedures;  
 
• Responding to all allegations of sexual misconduct or sexual harassment alleged to have been 

committed by or against members of the Trinitarian Congregational Church community at the church 
or at activities scheduled by the Trinitarian Congregational Church.  

 

Any member of the Trinitarian Congregational Church community who has concerns about the emotional 
or physical safety of a church community member, either at the church or at activities scheduled by the 
church, may contact a member of the Safe Church committee.  
 

CORI (Criminal Offender Record Check) Administrator 
The Chair of the Safe Church Committee, or his/her designee from the Committee shall serve as the CORI 
Administrator. 
 



 
 

Screening 
All employees over the age of 18 and all volunteers responsible for the chaperoning and/or supervision of 
children and youth shall require a CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information Check) and a National 
Background check.  Volunteers shall complete a Volunteer Participation Form and Employees shall 
complete the Employee Disclosure Form. 
Failure to fully disclose conviction for a crime or the commission of a violent crime, a sex crime, or a crime 
against children shall be grounds for dismissal or removal from participation in activities. 
 

Dissemination of Information 
The Safe Church Committee shall be responsible for establishing standards and procedures to ensure that 
the congregation is informed about Safe Church policies and made aware of any changes that materially 
impact the implementation of those policies. 
All employees over the age of 18 and all volunteers responsible for the chaperoning and/or supervision of 
children and youth shall agree to abide by the Safe Church Policy and Safe Church Procedures. 
 

Training   
All employees over the age of 18 and all volunteers responsible for the chaperoning and/or supervision of 
children and youth shall receive training that includes information regarding the prevention and reporting 
of child abuse and the maintenance of a safe church environment. 
 

Supervision of Children and Youth 
Adequate supervision of children and youth shall be provided at all church sponsored activities, classes 
and programs.  No adult will be alone in the church, or at a church scheduled activity, with a child/youth 
that is not his or her own, or a relative, without written permission from the child’s parent. 
 

Response Policy 
The Safe Church Committee shall respond promptly to all allegations sexual harassment or sexual 
misconduct and will have an established policy and protocol to ensure the safety of the alleged victims 
and other members of the church community. 
Failure to comply with the Safe Church Policy and Procedures shall result in corrective action and in the 
case of serious violation, immediate dismissal from employment or volunteer position.   
 

Sexual Misconduct and Harassment 
Sexual misconduct and harassment are prohibited. All employees, members, and friends of Trinitarian 
Congregational Church, are responsible for ensuring that their behavior is free of sexual misconduct and 
harassment. 
 

Child Abuse and Neglect 
Suspicions of child abuse and/or neglect should be reported to the Massachusetts Department of 
Children and Families or to a member of the clergy who shall take appropriate action. 
 

Building Security 
The Safe Church Committee shall work with the Church staff and the Property Committee on procedures 
to ensure the safety and security of the building. 
 

Failure to comply with the Safe Church Policy and/or Safe Church Procedures shall constitute grounds for 
revoking key privileges for an individual or a group. 
 

Safe Church Committee Members 
Melissa McMorrow, Chair; Jeff Campbell, Mary Lou Esposito, and Peter Nash 
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