
 
 
 
Dear Beloved, 
 

There have been plenty of one-liners, and memes, 
and clever turns of phrases meant to shine light on 
the many aspects of racial injustice that have come 
to light in response to the murders of George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor, Rayshard Brooks, and too many 
more. 
 

I am drawn in particular to one that shows Jesus 
seeking the lost sheep. 
 

 
When Jesus went to find the lost sheep, he left the 
ninety-nine safely in the fold, and sought the one 
who was in danger. That seems to me a fitting way 
to understand the Christian mandate to care for 
those who are vulnerable. People of color in America 
have been vulnerable ever since they were first 
brought here as slaves. Christ’s call to love all 
people, to see all people as beloved children of God, 
requires us to speak and act in ways that lift up and 
provide for the well-being of our brothers and sisters 
of all colors and cultures.  
 

So what shall we say? 
Black Lives Matter? They do, so…. Yes, say that. 
Love Thy Neighbor? Yes, of course. 
There are plenty of other things we might say, but 
those two are a good start. 
 

 

 
What shall we do? 
Live those two statements. 
Recognize that we have learning and growing to do 
on this front. 
Be open to that learning and growing. 
Watch for opportunities to explore racial justice 
together in conversation. 
 

Advocating justice for all, is what the Christian life 
looks like. It’s what a Trinitarian Church does - it lives 
on earth the unconditional love that the three 
persons of the Trinity share. To truly see every 
person, and especially persons of color, as beloved 
children of God’s own making and for whom Christ 
died is our aspiration. To love as Christ loved - 
without condition and with self-sacrificing 
compassion is the church at its best. And for this we 
strive. 
 

What does that look like in the weeks, months, and 
years ahead of us as a church? That, we trust the 
Holy Spirit will reveal to us, as we commit to learning 
and growing in knowledge, in compassion, and in 
acknowledging our own complicity (unintentional 
though it may be) in the systems that have 
continued to oppress people of color in this land and 
to this day. 
 

Let’s make this journey together. 
With a broken and yet hopeful heart, 

 
Rev. Gail Miller, Minister of Congregational Life 

  

July 2020 

If one person suffers, all suffer with them.  ~I Corinthians 12:26 
 
 



 
 

 

The church staff has been carefully monitoring 
the many guidelines, protocols and 
recommendations regarding church closings 
and re-openings from the UCC (Southern New 
England Conference), the Mass. Council of 
Churches, information from other churches 
and other denominations, and church 
resource groups, which have all produced 
helpful information and perspectives. 
 
Our over-riding concern is the safety and 
health of our parishioners, visitors and 
staff.  Based on all that we have learned, we 
believe that we need to remain “Safer at 
Home.”  
 

Monitoring usage, sanitizing, assuring safe 
physical distancing, managing traffic flow and other requirements, make us unable to open the 
building for use by anyone at this time. 

 
Continuing the Conversation.... 
On June 16th, we held an all-church Congregational 
Conversation, through zoom at 7 PM, where about 80 
people joined us to hear about current topics and enjoy an 
opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback.  Rev. 
Gail Miller, Leslie Mahoney, Jon Rennert, Carolyn Stein, Judy 
Walpole and Amy Bruning facilitated the evening 
discussion, hitting on such topics as: 
Worship; Finances; Mission; Programs and Ministries; 
Pastoral Care; and our Response to the current race issues.  
The MEETING NOTES can be found on our website under 
"Parishioner Resources" in the "About" column. 
Following this meeting, and what we're calling 'Continuing the Conversation....' 
Zoom@Noon is changing to TUESDAY EVENINGS, 7PM 
for the month of July.  There is no agenda or presentation, but staff members will be on and available to 
chat.  Hop on to say hello to your TriCon friends! 
A Link to the Zoom Chat Check-in is emailed each week. 
You can phone into the meetings by calling: 1-646-558-8656 and using Meeting ID: 194 349 653 



 
 

 

On	Sunday	mornings	at	10	AM,	we	are	hosting		

online worship services.	
	
Please look for a link in your email, or simply go to 
www.triconchurch.org to click on the live link on the homepage to 
join us. 
 
EMAIL CONFIDENTIAL PRAYER REQUESTS  
to Gail - anytime!   
(Bob is on vacation from June 1 – mid-July) 
 
You can watch the weekly worship service on YouTube, either LIVE at 
10AM on Sundays, or throughout the week.  Please SUBSCRIBE to our 
channel.  
 
 

www.triconchurch.org 
 
TriCon's website homepage is updated on a weekly basis and is a huge resource of great information:  
	
Though	our	building	doors	may	be	closed,	we	ARE	OPEN	to	all	of	you.	

 
 

 
 
Last 
month, 
TriCon 

friends donated over 1500 pounds of food to the 
Open Table pantry in Maynard! 
 
Open Table hosts an open-air drive-thru pantry 
pick-up on Tuesdays and Thursdays every week, 
and are very grateful for our donation of much-
needed goods.  Thank you to all who came down 
to the church building and left your donation in the 
bin outside.  And a special thank you to Demi 
Ayres, Barbara Stevens, and Polly Vanasse for 
collecting, loading their cars, and delivering all the 
goods to Maynard. 
 



 
 
Leslie Mahoney, Moderator, gave 
the Call to Stewardship on May 
10th.  In case you missed that 
service, you can watch it on 
YouTube.  Below is Leslie's Call to 
Stewardship:	
 
Usually when I give the stewardship message I 
recall a special memory from my childhood and 
relate it with my own children’s experience at 
TriCon, or a recent event that I’ve been 
particularly moved by or enjoyed here.  
Recently however, like you, I’ve been living just 
one day to the next – each pretty similar – 
looking forward to the next sunny day, and 
hoping it’s a warm one. I’ve been noticing the 
little things though – the different shapes and 
sizes of buds on our magnolia tree, the color 
and sparkle of the ocean at various times of the 
day, and I also find myself listening to others 
more intently.  
 
I know that Leslie Ackles was overjoyed by 
holding her grandchild last week, and that 
Tussie Williams watched chipmunks run and 
jump in their stone wall for a few hours one day. 
I love that Carrie O’Brien is taking a class on 
happiness from Yale. She told me about a recent 

research study, which showed that individuals 
who give money away are much happier over 
time than people who spend money on 
themselves! 
 
I’m also looking more forward than back these 
days. I look forward to eating out in a 
restaurant! I look forward to meeting in 
someone else’s home for Advent Group, and 
then for next year’s Lenten Group. It will be 
wonderful and truly joyful to sit in our sanctuary 
some Sunday in the future. Much of this comes 
from friendships made here, among you, for 
whom I am so grateful.  
Our vibrant church and building attract so many, 
and of course also needs our funds to maintain 
itself and our hardworking staff. Your pledges 
are more necessary and valuable today than 
ever. Please contribute, and thank you for 
everything that you’ve given me!   

-Leslie Mahoney 
 
 
 
It’s easy to make your Pledge payments and 
offerings! 

1. Mail to: 54 Walden Street, 
Concord MA 01742 

2. Drop an envelope through the 
mail slot in the door facing 
Walden St. 

3. Go to our payment tab on the 
website: triconchurch.org.  Please 
consider an EFT to avoid CC fees. 

THANK YOU to everyone who has continued to 
financially support the church as you are able.    
Contact Judy or Amy if you have any questions. 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 

Men’s Anchor Group: 
For meeting dates and times, 
please email Greg Howes:  
greg@howesinsurance.com 

 
 

 
The Women of 
Spirit evening 
group will 
meet over the 
summer.  
Contact Liz 

Crowell for the link to the zoom meeting. 
lbencma@gmail.com 
 
Thurs.@ 7PM – July 9, 23, Aug 6, 20, Sept 3 
 
 
 

 
Upper Room Ministries DAILY DEVOTIONAL 
Booklets are available to pick up outside the 
Walden Street entrance.  They are in a plastic 
bag on top of the milk box.  Please stop by and 
help yourself to the current July/August edition. 
 

The TriCon Antiques Show 
has been postponed until 
November, 2021.  After 
careful consideration, the 
committee determined it 
was in everyone's best 
interest to cancel this year's 
show, putting the safety of 
our dealers, our cafe 
workers, show volunteers, 

staff, and the 600+ people who visit all three 
floors of our building, first and foremost.   

We will look forward to celebrating the 50th 
Antiques Show in 2021! 

 
 
 

 
We are saddened by the death of Nan Hoeflich 
on May 28th, 2020, at the age of 92.  Nan joined 
TriCon Church in March of 1975.  You may recall 
she made sun-print notecards that she would 
sell, donating the monies to TriCon mission, 
including the Youth Mission Trip. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The ZOOM link for services with West 
Concord Union Church, on July 19th and 
August 9th, will be announced and 
emailed closer to the date.  PHONE IN 
parishioners, please CALL the Church Office 
for the meeting ID. 
 
	  

  7.5  Rev. Gail Miller 
7.12  Guest Preacher, Rev. Susan Scott 
7.19  Rev. Hannah Brown @ West Concord 
7.26  Rev. Bob Brown w/ WC 
  8.2  Rev. Bob Brown w/WC 
  8.9  Rev. Hannah Brown @ West Concord 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
JULY CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWSLETTER 

 
Practicing our faith does not stop when the school year does. Periodically throughout 
the summer, I will be either emailing or mailing fun ideas and activities to help you 
engage your children in simple ways to keep them connected to God and TriCon. Plus, 
as health guidelines allow, we will be creating opportunities for our 2020 - 2021 
SEEKER and Voyager groups to ramp up and gather and/or engage in meaningful 
mission.  
 
In the meantime, please join us for Sunday Worship 
Our 10:00am Sunday Worship Services, including a Children’s Message each week are 
accessible via Zoom. Refer to the on-line email from TriCon church for information on 
how to access these opportunities. 
 
Information about all of the above can also be found on our Church website at 
www.triconchurch.org. 
 
Sending warm hugs to you and your family, 
 
Carrie O’Brien 
Children’s Ministry Director 
cobrien@triconchurch.org  

 
  

 



 
 

 

Music for Zoom Worship: Behind the Scenes… 
 
 

When we moved to zoom, probably the greatest 
challenge was how to provide music for worship. At 
first, we figured it out as we went: Vickie researching 
copyright issues, experimenting with instruments and 
locations, musicians performing in various places, 
learning new technologies. After a few weeks, we 
settled into a new rhythm. 
 
All of the music is being made by our own TriCon 
family. In recent months we have heard Emily Roos 
(flute), Kathy Bentley, Matt DiBattista, Sophia Smith 
(voice), Bob and Sawyer Lawson (guitar and vocals), 
and Vickie Wagner (piano and organ). They are pre-
recording music at home in Arlington, Brookline, 

Maynard, Concord and Boston, with hymns being played on the organ in our sanctuary. And, as 
they say, it takes a village to weave all of this music into the online services. 
 
In recent months, the ministers and Vickie have been selecting Sunday's music by Tuesday 
afternoon. Over the next 48 hours, the hymns and vocal accompaniments are recorded, the 
singers record their voices with the accompaniments, and the final audio files are uploaded to 
Dropbox. On Thursday evening, Mike Smith or Bob Brown collect the files, add graphics and 
hymn lyrics, and put everything into the correct order. Then all these final files (as well as other 
pre-recorded parts: Children’s Message, Call to Stewardship), along with a full script of the 
worship service, is sent on Friday to Peter Nash or Michele Forinash, whose Zoom Host duties 
include playing these at the right moments while we’re worshiping live. On Saturday clergy and 
host often do a run-through to ensure that the music is smoothly incorporated into the live 
service. 
 
We thank EVERYONE who has adapted and added to our worship with music that lifts our 
spirits, provides a moment for reflection, deepens our faith, and glorifies God. 
 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

TriCon Mission Giving 
Continues... 

 
 
June 17, 2020 
 
Heidi Harring 
Trinitarian Congregational Church 
54 Walen Street 
Concord, MA 01742 
 
Dear Heidi, 

 
On behalf of Community Servings’ clients, volunteers, and staff, thank you so much for 
Trinitarian Congregational Church’s generous $4,000 grant to support our Medically Tailored 
Nutrition Program for Individuals and Families Affected by Critical Illnesses. 
 
During this turbulent time of heightened need for our clients and the broader community of 
food-insecure, severely ill individuals, we are deeply grateful for your partnership. Your 
contribution will help us to provide medically tailored meals to our clients, their families, and 
high-risk, high need community members. Approximately 94% of our clients are living in 
poverty, and our clients are battling more than 35 different types of life-threatening illnesses 
including breast and other cancers, multiple sclerosis, and Parkinson’s Disease. Our home-
delivered meals promote the health and household food security of our clients and 
community members, which is more important now than ever.  

 
We are deeply appreciative of TriCon’s sustained support of the people we serve in 
Massachusetts, and we are thrilled to continue our partnership this year.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

David B. Waters 
CEO  
 



 
 

 

Positive Things Coming Out of the Pandemic 
We’ve been reading in the news and on social media and hearing from many in our church 
family that there are some positive sides to our time in quarantine and social distancing.   
 
Here is a list of some of them: 
 
§ More family time 
§ Patience and acceptance 
§ No need/pressure to host anyone/serve 

a meal 
§ Need for and appreciation for religion 
§ More time to read 
§ Projects around the house getting done 
§ Strengthened family units 
§ More sleep 
§ Meals together 
§ Working from home 
§ Neighbors looking out for each other 
§ Community spirit 
§ Less time commuting 
§ Tik-tok videos 
§ Reduced carbon footprint 
§ More access to culture through virtual 

tours 
§ Cleaner waterways 

§ More respect/appreciation for schools/ 
teachers 

§ Better delivery options 
§ More respect/gratitude for health care 

workers 
§ Less frivolous spending 
§ Better internet 
§ Respect/recognition for essential 

workers (post office, grocery, delivery 
people) 

§ Better meetings 
§ More connecting with friends and family 
§ Break in routine 
§ Slower pace 
§ Time for reflection, restructuring, 

assessing values 
§ Improved pandemic 

precautions/prevention 
 

  

Good Things 
WE ARE HERE FOR You 
Call or email Rev. Gail Miller with any pastoral care concerns or needs at 
978.831.3482 or revmiller@triconchurch.org 
Judy Walpole: 978.884.7976; jwalpole@triconchurch.org 
Amy Bruning: 978.394.1916; abruning@triconchurch.org 
Vickie Wagner: vwagner@triconchurch.org 
Carrie O'Brien: cobrien@triconchurch.org 
Marcia Macres: mjmacres@triconchurch.org 
Christine Kelley: ckelley@triconchurch.org 
Bob Brown is on vacation/study break until mid-July 

 



 
 

 

TriCon’s	2020	Graduating	High	School	Seniors	
	

	
	
 
The highlight of Carson Detweiler's year each of his four years at CCHS was the annual TriCon mission trip.  As his 
parents, we will be forever grateful for the opportunity and sense of community it offered him.  Carson was on 
the varsity men’s foil fencing squad (state champs last year!), drawn to the sport for its combination of physical 
and mental competitive attributes.  Carson also participated in the Rotary Interact club, finishing as club president 
this year. His interest in Rotary began at the age of 5 through his grandfather, Doug, a long time Rotary member, 
with whom he enjoyed many years of participating in Concord Rotary club events.  He is committed to attending 
Purdue University in the fall, majoring in engineering, and is excited to start a new adventure in the Midwest. 
 
Now that Whit Feather has completed his journey through Fenn and CCHS he is thrilled to be headed to 
Rochester Institute of Technology in the fall. Whit will be studying film production in their fine arts program. 
While at CCHS he was honored with the Junior Class Fine Arts Award for Film Editing, and was asked regularly to 
contribute to film production for school events. This spring he produced a video encouraging people to be safe 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and received an honorable mention from the State of Massachusetts Health 
Department. During his free time, Whit is an avid skateboarder and has a passion for space as an amateur 
astronomer. At Tricon, Whit has enjoyed his time with the youth group, making some strong friendships and loved 
the opportunity to help people in different communities via three mission trips in Arizona, Puerto Rico and Texas. 
 
Cliff Freund graduated from Stansbury Academy in Magna, UT in March 2020.  Cliff enjoys outdoor activities 
including skiing "out West", the beach, hiking, camping, and most especially fishing.  He can be found all around 
Concord and Lincoln with his pole and tackle box.  This Spring/Summer Cliff is working at Donelan's in Lincoln and 
is attending University of Wisconsin, Madison in the Fall. 
 
David “Riley” Honan participated in the mission trip to Black Mesa Arizona and enjoyed the Navajo people and 
the TriCon youth group. Baseball consumed most of his time outside of school. Riley plans to attend Lasell 
University in Newton, MA to major in Elementary Education and Sports Management while playing baseball for 
the Lasers!  Riley is the son of Chrissy and David Honan and baby brother to Kayleen and Ellie.  
 
Charlie Hutchinson graduated from CCHS, where he completed the Engineering Program and ran on the cross-
country team. Outside of school, he was an active participant in Boy Scouts and earned his Eagle Scout badge two 
years ago. Charlie loves hiking, skiing, camping, and any outdoor adventure; he had a memorable and wonderful 
experience exploring the wilderness in Alaska for a month with NOLS.  He will continue pursuing these passions 
while studying in the Grossman School of Business at UVM in the fall. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Sarah McMorrow, daughter of Margaret and Rob McMorrow and younger sister to Alex and Katie McMorrow 
graduated with High Honors from CCHS Class of 2020. At CCHS, Sarah served in student government as Treasurer 
for 4 years and Dance Crew Captain.  Sarah is a Company Dancer and Assistant teacher at the West Concord 
Dance Academy (WCDA) where she has danced for 14 years.  She is an active member of TriCon’s Youth Group, 
served on 4 Mission Trips, and newly confirmed.  In the fall, Sarah will join the Class of 2024 at Cornell University 
in Ithaca, NY. 
 
After graduating from CCHS, Nick Rye is excited to head to Virginia where he will study Political Science, 
Philosophy, Economics and Law (PPEL) at the University of Richmond. During high school, many of Nick’s favorite 
activities centered around TriCon: he went on four Mission Trips (AZ, TX, PR, TX); was a regular at Youth Group; 
and habitually enjoyed Wednesday discussion groups. He played tennis competitively for his first few years of 
high school, and now teaches tennis to kids. He is grateful to TriCon for the meaningful friendships and cherished 
community he has found there during high school. 
 
Elizabeth Rennert is a 2020 graduate of Concord-Carlisle High School, and her parents, Dawn and Jon, and siblings 
Rebecca, James and David, are virtually bursting with pride.  Elizabeth has been an enthusiastic participant in 
TriCon’s youth group the past 4 years, where her well-known habit of counting down the days until each Mission 
Trip has been great practice towards her career dream of working at NASA.  She is eagerly looking forward to 
attending Smith College in the fall or as soon as they will let her. 
 
Our son, Max Steinert graduated Suma Cum Laude from Groton School on May 31, 2020.  He was a recipient of 
the Math Prize and will be headed to Princeton in the fall. He was captain of the soccer team last year and played 
on the varsity team all 4 years.  He was also a peer counselor and a freshman prefect. 
 
Emmy White enjoys listening to music and playing guitar, waterskiing and alpine skiing. She is interested in 
developing a better understanding of human behavior and plans to study psychology and sociology at Colgate 
University this fall. Emmy was proud to serve as a senior leader in the TriCon mission trip this past February! 
 
Lucas Wilbur is the son of Bonny Wilbur, and younger brother to Nicholas. He has been a member of Youth Group 
and Discussion Group, and was lucky enough to go on four Mission Trips. Lucas also served as the youth member 
of TriCon's Search Committee. He has his own radio show on WIQH, the high school's radio station, where he 
serves as Program Director. He was also a member of student senate and a freshman advisor at CCHS. Lucas is 
looking forward to beginning his next adventure studying Computer Science and Classics at Dartmouth College 
this fall. He will be greatly missed at home! 
 
Hannah Wilkinson graduated from Littleton High School.  Her favorite school activity has been performing in plays 
at the Indian Hill Music School, Littleton Middle and High Schools, and Westford Academy.  She has been a camp 
counselor for Westford's Summer School for the Performing Arts.  Hannah has been taking cello lessons for many 
years, with regular recitals at Indian Hill Music School.  She has developed great friendships in TriCon's youth 
group, and will miss the annual mission trips, which have been the highlight of her high school years. 
In the fall, Hannah will attend Ithaca College.  She will be part of Ithaca's Park School of Communications, studying 
film, photography, and video production.  Hannah plans to continue her love of theater and the arts by 
participating in as many extracurricular activities as possible.   
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