
June 7, 2020  Gail L. Miller 
Trinity = Love 
Church = Love 

 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem 
of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with 
two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And 
one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 
pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your 
lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”  
 
Romans 8:14-17 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
John 3:1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into 
the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of 
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except 
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
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Sermon 
 
The Trinity - God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit - can be difficult to wrap our 
minds around. One in three - three in one…Volume after volume has been written to explore 
every possible understanding and angle on this great doctrine of the faith.  So, I thought it might 
be helpful to watch a short video to help us get started: 
 [click here to watch Lutheran Satire’s St. Patrick’s Bad Analogies] 
 
No matter how many scholarly tomes are written about the Trinity - no one - can completely 
understand it. For me, it falls into the category of things we have to believe or accept without 
fully understanding.  
 
And the older I get, the more comfortable I get with the fact that there are some - many things 
about God that I will never fully understand. Because God is greater, more powerful, more 
mysterious and even more loving than we could ever imagine or explain or describe.  
 
Sure, we can come up with formulas and explanations about God but when we do that, we hem 
him in and restrict God only to what we know and can understand. And as soon as we do that 
God is no longer the God of majesty, power and grace, but something less than all that. 
 
When we reduce the Trinity to a bad analogy, we lose the magnificence and glory of God that 
Isaiah experienced in our first reading.  
 
That’s why Jesus says that we’re to have the faith of a little child. He’s not meaning we should 
be childish, but rather childlike. You know how kids are in awe and wonder at everyday things, 
and accepting of what they are told. Similarly, we’re invited to trust God who has made us, 
redeemed and sustains us.  
 
Take Nicodemus. He is trying so hard to understand God. Unlike other Pharisees who are trying 
to trick and trap Jesus, Nicodemus has come to Jesus because he wants to understand. But when 
Jesus starts talking about the kingdom of heaven, and baptism and the Holy Spirit, all he could 
say was, "How can this be?"  
 
What Jesus tells Nicodemus about the work of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in his life 
appeared to be simple and straightforward. And yet Nicodemus finds it difficult to understand 
the mysterious relationship between the persons of the Triune God. 
 
And so it begins! And ever since...Creeds and books have been written attempting to explain 
God in language that everyone can understand. But sometimes we have to simply stop our 
attempts to push God into our molds, and stand in faith and wonder and marvel at the mystery of 
God.  
 
Because we’ll never know everything about God, which is ok. Just as you don’t need to know 
everything about how a car works to enjoy the ride.  
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And while the WHO eludes our understanding (three in one - one in three), the WHAT and the 
HOW and the WHY are more within reach.  
 
The fact that God is three in one, means that God is primarily about relationship. God is 
relational…not just a force, or energy somewhere out there, or within us. God is a being – and 
God is relational. It’s at the core of who God is but also, it’s at the core of what God does, and 
what God needs the church to be.  
 
The Trinity is how God reveals that God IS a relationship, and that relationships are how we 
recognize the presence of the Kingdom of God in the world. And it means that the church is 
fundamentally about relationship and relationships. Not a building but a way of being in the 
world. 
 
The Trinity insists that relationship is what truly matters, that relationship is what becomes the 
example of what faith looks like in the world. You could even say our relationships are the test 
for us in the church as to whether or not we are actually living up to our name - Trinitarian.  
 
Because, you see, while our faith may be personal - in that it is unique for each of us – it can’t be 
private, meant only for our own edification. It’s always about relationship.  
 
As we experience the love of God in relationships that are good and whole and solid and loving, 
we in turn express the love of God in our relationships with each other and with others. Because 
love is really what it’s all about.  
 
And these days it seems - to quote the 1965 Burt Bacharach hit song - What the world needs now 
is love, sweet love. Think of it - 1965 - in the heart of the civil rights movement. And the lyric 
goes on…. No not just for some, oh but just for everyone.  
 
Four years ago this week, we experienced another week of tragic violence, when in Orlando 
Florida, the Pulse Nightclub experienced a mass shooting. 50 people died, including the shooter.  
That same night, the Tony Awards were held in NYC, and the runaway hit of the season was 
Hamilton. When Lin Manuel-Miranda, was receiving the award for best original score, rather 
than the traditional acceptance speech, he shared a newly written sonnet in response to the 
shooting. It was a cathartic moment to be sure. [click here to watch the speech] 
 

My wife’s the reason anything gets done 
She nudges me towards promise by degrees 
She is a perfect symphony of one 
Our son is her most beautiful reprise. 
We chase the melodies that seem to find us 
Until they’re finished songs and start to play 
When senseless acts of tragedy remind us 
That nothing here is promised, not one day. 
This show is proof that history remembers 
We lived through times when hate and fear seemed stronger; 
We rise and fall and light from dying embers,  
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remembrances that hope and love last longer 
And love is love is love is love is love  
is love is love is love cannot be killed or swept aside. 
I sing Vanessa’s symphony, Eliza tells her story 
Now fill the world with music, love and pride. 

 
“For God so loved the world….” Probably the most well-known verse in the Bible. And then 
there’s the verse that comes next, John 3:17, which might be the world’s most overlooked Bible 
verse:  

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,  
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 
God is not vengeful, not demanding of judgment or appeasement, but loving. Just plain loving.  
And the cross is the sign of just how far God will go to show us that God already loves us. There 
is nothing God will not do for us in love.  
 
And the resurrection promises that God’s love is more powerful than all things, even death. 
 
And it doesn’t end there. Our reading from Romans 8 - through the Spirit and out of love, God 
has adopted us - His own beloved children who now are heirs of all good things. Our identity as 
children of God doesn’t reside in the mistakes or regrets or missteps or disappointments we 
make. No. Our identity - our true identity - is found in the goodness God created in us, and in the 
goodness God created us for. Why? Because God is love and loves us. 
 
If we were going to use love to explain the Trinity, it might go like this: the Father is one who 
loves, the Son the beloved, and the Spirit is the love shared between them. No, it doesn’t 
adequately explain the Trinity, but it does help us imagine and remember that the whole point of 
the Trinity is relationships based in love.  
 
And that God’s love is too big, too immense even, to be described as the love of a single person, 
but is more like the love shared among a community, a love shared so deeply that it can’t be 
contained but spills out from the Trinity into our lives...and through us and our church into our 
community and the world beyond. 
 
When we say we are Trinitarian Congregational Church, we often are distinguishing ourselves 
from the Unitarian church and what we believe about who God is. But it’s got to be about more 
than that. When we say we’re Trinitarian we’re also saying that relationships are the most  
important thing about us, and even more specifically – relationships that radiate love for others 
more than ourselves. 
 
So what does that look like? 
 
It looks like the Caring Connection making calls and sending cards and visiting people who need 
a word of love. 
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It looks like teens on the mission trip spending a night writing cards to people they often don’t 
even know back at the church. 
 
It looks like the Antiques Show profit being given away in mission. 
 
It looks like Carrie driving around Concord and surrounding towns delivering Pentecost activity 
packets to families of the church. 
 
It looks like a freezer full of food prepared by you to be given to people who need their load 
lightened. 
 
It looks like countless acts of kindness - both large and small – many of which are known only to 
the giver and receiver. 
 
A Trinitarian Church asks: 

Are we including everyone? 
Are we valuing people over things? 
Are we caring for others more than ourselves? 

 
Because a Trinitarian Church makes relationships that demonstrate God’s love the priority. 
 
We started with Donnell and Connell and Patrick and the confusion of the doctrine of the Trinity; 
and we’ve ended with the simple mandate to love. It doesn’t need to be complicated! 
 
If the Trinity = love (and it does), then the Church = love as well. 
 
Amen! 


