
 

August 2018 

It is late July as I sit down to write at the 
weathered picnic table on a small island in 
Casco Bay, Maine.  It is the last day of vacation. 
After an eventful year at TriCon Church, I am 
grateful for this time to be still and find my soul 
renewed in retreat.  Above me, the 60-foot tall 
evergreens sway back and forth like a celestial 
choreography orchestrated by the gentle breeze 
that blows unobstructed off the vast ocean that 
surrounds us. 

“Be still and know that I am God!” writes the 
psalmist. This word for “still” in Hebrew carries a 
root implication that means to “sink,” “relax” or 
“let go.” The idea is to relax one’s grip, trusting 
that God is truly in charge.  Learning to be still 
and present to the moment and recognize God’s 
presence is a gift we are all invited to participate 
in every single day of the year, but these days of 
summer retreat are extra special.   

 

And so this August I simply leave you with this 
wonderful poem from someone credited only as 
“Alison” from Aotearoa New Zealand and pray 
you too might find time for stillness in the 
presence of our God. 

In faith and hope,                                    
Rev. Bob Brown – Senior Minister 

“In a world of chronic activity, 
stillness and solitude may 
seem deathly.  Yet, the soul 
renewal of retreat can inspire 
an aliveness we’ve never 
known before.”  

Kirk Byron Jones 



 
 

Be Still and Know That I Am God 
 

(Psalm 46:10) 
Be still… 
 and in the quietness, the stillness, 
  the silence… 
   listen… 

listen 
  to all that is often passed by, 
   unheard, in the rush of the busy life… 
 listen… look… 
  and wonder… 
 
  in awe 
   at the softest sound, 
    the smallest detail… 
and in reverence, 
 give thanks to God, the Creator 
  for the marvels of God’s creation. 
 
Be still, and know that I am God. 
 
For God knows the need 
   of the human mind and body 
 to ‘Be still’ 
  to have time with God, 
   to be nourished, 
    to be refreshed… 
     in the quietness, 
      the stillness, 
       the silence 
        God created… 
 
Be still, and know that I am God. 
 
Be still… 
  and deeply in touch with your inner self, 
    be aware 
      of your Living, Loving God… 
        whose presence is ever near for you 

  in your joys, 
     in your heartaches 

      in your times of deepest need 
to rejoice with you… 
 to comfort you… 
  to encompass you in God’s love 
   and give you peace. 

 
Be still, and know that I am God. 

 
 



 

 
MARKERS ALONG THE JOURNEY 

 
REFLECTIONS FROM JEAN VANDERGRIFT  
 
“Seek and you shall find.”  Matthew 7:7 presents 
this comforting phrase in the context of Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount.  
 
I’ve been reading Wisdom Jesus by Cynthia 
Bourgeault, and she opens chapter one with a 
quote from the Gospel of Thomas in which the 
teaching of Jesus about seeking and finding is 
expanded: 

If you are searching,  
you must not stop until you find. 

When you find, however,  
you will become troubled. 

Your confusion will give way to wonder. 
In wonder you will reign over all things. 

Your sovereignty will be your rest. 
 
This, Thomas’ remembered passage, indicates 
that Jesus said additional things about seeking 
and finding.  It suggests something that I think 
we already know deep down: there’s more to 
seeking and finding than just finding.  Spiritual 
seeking is not a simple transaction with God, or 
a task done quickly and checked off the list. 
Matthew 7:7 is indeed a divine promise, but it is 
a promise embedded in process.  
 
Searching for and finding “Christ” – “real life” – 
“your heart’s true desire” – “God’s call” – “health 
and wholeness” – whatever terminology most 
captures the aim of the quest for you – 
searching and finding will inevitably usher in 
question marks and a degree of confusion 
before one reaches the next level.  Because 
God’s ways are so topsy-turvy to our learned 
behaviors and love relationships always 
transform us, trouble will amazingly become a 
door to our inner wisdom and authority.  
 
That’s honest.  Thank you, Jesus. 

     
 
Jesus’ truth concerning seeking and finding 
resonates with the summer sermon series on 
the Beatitudes too.  Jesus utters each of these 
nine blessings as found treasure, but soon after, 
we scratch our heads and wonder, “What does 
he actually mean?”  Once the irony and the 
radical side of the beatitude dawns upon us, 
that’s when God’s blessing really seeps in and 
gives us the restful freedom we ultimately seek.  
 
TriCon, you sought and found your Senior 
Minister.  Now you are looking for your Youth 
Leader and your Minister of Congregational and 
Family Life.  Thus, you are still engaged in a 
sacred process of seeking and finding.  If 
Thomas has been true to Jesus in his gospel, 
once you find these servants, you should expect 
moments of confusion and disorientation as you 
dance with each other, staff and congregation, 
because you are going forward, not backward. 
In due course, wonder will emerge and bless you 
all with confidence, rest, and joy! 

       Jean 



 

Join Us!

Sundays, 10AM

in our AIR-CONDITIONED Parish Hall
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AUGUST WORSHIP 
 

The members of West Concord Union Church will be worshipping with us  
on Sundays, August 5 & 12.   

 
August 5  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Robert Brown preaching 

 
 August 12  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Hannah Brown preaching 
 
 Our regular summer services will continue on: 
 

 August 19  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Robert Brown preaching 
 

August 26  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift preaching 

 

 
SERMONS ON LINE 

 
  You can HEAR SERMONS   

on line by going to 
www.triconchurch.org 

OR 
Facebook.com and search  

Trinitarian Congregational Church 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 9th 

  
The Fellowship Committee  

invites everyone to a delicious brunch  
following the 10:00 a.m. worship service 
and beginning of the Church School year. 

 
Enjoy quiche, fruit, pastry, punch, cake and coffee. 

                   
Welcome new worshippers 

and welcome back those who have been away! 
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Warrant for a Congregational Meeting 
Sunday morning, August 5, 2018 

immediately following the 10 am worship service 
 

To the Members of the  
Trinitarian Congregational Church of Concord, Massachusetts 

County of Middlesex, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 
You are hereby notified that a Congregational Meeting of said church will be held on 
Sunday morning, the fifth of August, 2018 immediately following the 10 am worship 
service for the following purposes, to wit: 

 
Article 1. To receive and act upon the nominations presented by the Diaconate for the 
members of the Minister of Congregational and Family Life Search Committee: 

 
Matthew Boger 
Phyllis Clarke 
Leslie Feigh 
Michele Forinash 
Suzanne Giles 
Paul Mahoney 
Prescott Stewart 
Charity Tremblay 
Youth Member- Lucas Wilbur 
 

Article 2.  To transact any other business that may legally come before said meeting. 
      
 
M. Dixie Grimes, Clerk 
Concord, Massachusetts 
July 2018 
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We will wecome new members on Sunday, September 30th, and would love to include you, 
should you be ready to join TriCon church.

In anticipation of the September 30th joining, we invite you to attend a summer evening casual 
conversation on

Tuesday, August 28th
in our air-conditioned Parlor, from 6-7 PM.  

Child care is available.  

This is an optional event, designed to be friendly and informal.  Bring any questions you may have about 
joining TriCon, and members of the Welcoming/Membership Committee will be there to answer them and 
chat with you over some light refreshments and beverages.

We ask you to reply on the sign up, found on the TriCon website, so we know to expect you!
www.triconchurch.org  ... there is a “sign up button” in the middle of the homepage.

If you have questions about these evening events, or would like more information, please contact 
Paul Mahoney, chair of Membership:  paul@mahoneyarchitects.com
or Amy Bruning, Membership Coordinator:  abruning@triconchurch.org  ~  church office: 978-369-4837

Aug 28th - casual conversation in the Parlor
Sept. 23 -11:15 - noon - ‘exploring membership orientation event’ required before joining
Sept. 30 - joining during worship service

Membership Opportunities
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Create Vibrant Worship

through a spectrum of opportunities 

Live Out Our Faith 

through caring for one another 
and hands on service and mission 

Cultivate Our Church Community 
to grow and thrive through increased 
collaboration, communication, 
and harnessing our collective talents

T H R E E   P R I O R I T I E S

under the Vision

September 23rd - Exploring Membership 11:15AM 
September 30th - Join TriCon Church! 

Contact Paul Mahoney, Chair of Membership Committee, 
or Amy Bruning at the church office if you are interested in learning 
more about joining our church. 
paul@mahoneyarchitects.com 
abruning@triconchurch.org

CONFIRMATION 

The	Registra)on	for	the	2018-2019	Confirma4on	program	is	OPEN.		If	your	child	is	entering	
9th	or	10th	grade	this	fall	and	wish	to	learn	more	about	the	program	and	how	to	register,	please	
contact	Amy	Bruning	in	the	church	office	at	abruningtriconchurch.org.	

Upcoming	Dates:				 Sept.	16th	at	11:30	AM		 -	Orienta<on	for	Confirmands	and	Parents	
	 	 	 Sept.	23rd	at	10:00	AM	 -	Commissioning	in	Church	
	 	 	 Sept.	23rd	at	11:30	AM		 -	Orienta<on	for	Mentors	
	 	 	 Sept.	23rd	at	5:00	PM		 -	First	Class	for	Confirmands	and	Mentors
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
  

              
 
 

WELCOME TO TRICON! 
Whether you are just visiting, looking to find a 
church home or still feeling your way after 
several visits, we encourage you to pick up 
brochures and other information in the parish 
hall or the church entry, and to come for 
refreshments in the parish hall following the 
service.  
 
You are welcome to participate in any of our 
church programs and activities and to sign up 
your children for Children’s Ministry or youth 
programs.  Call the church office with any 
questions. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
ATTENTION  

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
  Join the Anchor Group 

 
The Anchor Group meets on the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 a.m. in 
the church parlor.  The Anchor Group is a 
group for men of all ages who discuss and 
share issues of religion and spirituality in light 
of contemporary culture.  Any questions, email 
Greg Howes at howes2012@gmail.com. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CAREGIVERS GROUP 

 
The TriCon Caregivers Group is an opportunity 
for parishioners and friends in caregiving roles 
to come together to share accomplishments and 
failures, joys and sorrows, laughter and hope, as 
well as information about caring for others and 
ourselves.   

 
If the role of caregiver is part of your life, please 
consider joining the TriCon Caregivers Group.  
We will meet on Wednesday, August 22 at 
10:00 a.m. in the church parlor.  Call the 
church office (978 369-4837) for more 
information. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

48TH ANNUAL       
ANTIQUES SHOW  

 
Friday, November 2 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

     Saturday, November 3 
        10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 
See the September and October Newsletters 
for opportunities to volunteer during this All-
Church event. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 

The deadline for the  
September Newsletter  

is August 15. 
 
 
 





 
 
 

Celebrating Community 
 
As we celebrate our community of faith, it is interesting to look  
back at our history and the many parishioners and events that  
came before us and shaped the church we are today. 
 

 
TRICON HISTORY – PART 2: 

 
Last month’s newsletter brought us up to 1836 and our church’s strong opposition to slavery.  Also in 
the 1830’s, there were a number of church societies devoted to reading and studying the Bible.  
Missionary work was also encouraged by groups such as the Sabbath School Missionary Association 
designed to “train the young in habits of benevolence and …. an increased sense of missionary 
responsibility in the church.” 
 
In 1872, Rev. Henry Martin Grout was called as pastor at an annual salary of $1,600.  In that same year, 
the church underwent major renovations – pews were rearranged eliminating a center aisle and stained 
glass windows were installed. 
 
In 1876, the jubilee, 50th anniversary was celebrated and the last pews in private ownership were 
purchased back by the Society (church).  In 1884, a manse was built on the south lawn, a “large and 
pleasant two and one half story house with modern conveniences.”  The following year, suffering an 
acute illness, Rev. Grout, told he had only hours to live and asked if he wished to make any preparation, 
said “O no, the preparation was made long ago, I only wish to adjust myself to the new state of things.” 
 
Shortly before, his death, Rev. Grout had remarked that he had “often thought what a beautiful way of 
preaching the gospel it would be to have a drinking fountain bearing the inscription from John 4:13, 
‘whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again but whosever drink of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life.”  In his memory, the church erected such a fountain which is on our grounds today, 
having been restored and relocated in our 2001 renovation. 
 
In 1891, the church was incorporated officially becoming the Trinitarian Congregational Church of 
Concord, MA and transferring all property from the Second Congregational Society of Concord, which 
then ceased to exist. 
 
Hospitality and welcoming all were important in those early days just as today.  “Ernest efforts were 
made to cultivate and develop the social life of the church with committees of visitation, amusement, 
hospitality and refreshment” all with a goal to “mingle the social element with the Lord’s Day….in kindly 
mutual greetings and the cordial welcome of strangers; and in all suitable ways to create the 
atmosphere of a warm spiritual home life.”  
 

  The century ended with a significant renovation of the church, including a spire and bell tower 135’    
  high rising on the northeast corner and a smaller spire on the southeast, new organ, steam heating and  
  circular pews.   
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Nurturing Community 
 

Our Stewardship campaign for 2019 will be based on embracing our Vision Statement: 
 

God is calling us to be a nurturing community of faith  
that honors God  

through service and mission. 
 

And providing the resources to implement the identified priorities: 
 

Create vibrant worship through a spectrum of opportunities, including Sunday Services, 
small group gatherings, church school, youth and adult programs. 
 

Live out our faith through caring for one another and hands-on service and mission,  
including youth, family, and adult mission opportunities. 
 

Cultivate our church community to grow and thrive through increased collaboration, 
communication, and harnessing our collective talents.  

The Stewardship Committee, in collaboration with clergy and lay leadership, will be hosting a 
series of “house parties” to invite parishioners to give input, share ideas, talk about what is most 
important about the church and get to know each other better. 
 

Our Church depends on the gifts and pledges of parishioners to carry out our mission and 
ministry but it is up to all of us to help shape that ministry.  We hope you will look for the 
invitations in early fall and plan to attend.   
 

Your Stewardship Team:  Jeff Campbell, Chair; Liz Crowell, Rich Hollingsworth,  
Jon Piper, Becky Schwenk, Beth Vause and Judy Walpole 
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LIFE CHANGES 

 
Sincere sympathy to Betsy and Tom Swaim and 
their family.  Tom’s daughter-in-law, Jenna 
Swaim, died on July 3.  A celebration of her life 
was on July 22. 
 
Heartfelt condolences to Suzanne Erie  
and her family.  Suzanne’s husband, George, 
died on July 14.  There will be a service at 
TriCon on Saturday, August 4 at 12:00 p.m. 
with a reception following. 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OUR CLOSETS ARE FULL! 

ARE YOURS’? 
 

It’s very possible there’s something in our 
closet that belongs in your closet!  We have 
jackets, coats, sweaters, shirts, hats, gloves, 
scarves, etc., etc., etc. 
 
All items in search of an owner have been 
moved to the closet off the narthex.  Why not 
take a look?  You just might find something 
you didn’t know you were missing.   
 
Please claim your belongings by October 1st.  
Unclaimed items will be donated. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
THANK YOU  

from Solutions at Work 
 

…Thank you for your recent gift of 
$4,000…Your gift will directly benefit our 
organization and provides much needed 
funding…Your support allows us to serve 
the community, mitigate poverty, and to 
keep usable clothing, toys, strollers, books 
and many other items out of landfills… 
 
Sincerely, 
Alice E. Kidder 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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THANK YOU 
 
My deepest thanks to so many of you who sent 
notes or attended the service for Tuck.  Your 
support and presence meant a lot to me and to 
our daughters, Ann and Jane.  Tuck would 
have been deeply touched.  To reconnect, 
however briefly, after 30 years, was quite 
wonderful. During those years, Tuck and I 
continued to marvel at how Tri Con church 
grew from strength to strength.  Now under 
Bob Brown’s leadership, and the ministry of 
you all, there is a new good chapter ahead. I 
wish you well. 
 
With love and appreciation,  
Bobbie Gilbert 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL 

PARENT/CHILD TEAMS  
 

for a meaningful service project! 
 

What:  Several families share the responsibility 
for delivering the food that we collect for Open 
Table to the food pantry on Everett Street in 
Concord.  
 
When:  The delivery can be made between 2 
and 5pm on Tuesdays.  With several families 
involved, each only needs to take a turn once a 
month. 
 
Why:  Open Table depends on, and is very 
grateful for, our generous continuing support.  
Your children will be able to see the tangible 
results and benefits of providing for others. 
 
If you want to join the rotation, please contact 
Judy Walpole (jwalpole@triconchurch.org)  in 
the church office. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

With summer 
vacations at hand, 
please notify the 
church office at 978 
369-4837 of any 
pastoral care 
situations or 

hospitalizations, particularly at hospitals other 
than Emerson.  Anyone entering Emerson who 
desires pastoral care and has not notified the 
church office should indicate a “congregational 
affiliation” as part of their hospital admission 
intake interview if they would like a pastoral 
visit. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

SUMMER OFFICE 
HOURS 

 
The Church Office  

will be open 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

HEARING AID UNITS 
Available on Sunday Mornings 

 
Do you have difficulty hearing our Sunday 
service?  Individual hearing units that are part of 
our sound system are available on Sunday 
mornings.  Just ask an usher for help. 
 
For more information, call the church office. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to donate flowers for a Sunday 
service in 2018, you may sign up on the flower 
chart in the parish hall or on our website. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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USHERS/GREETERS AND  

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED 
 

In August, we put together schedules for the 
fall for ushers/greeters and coffee servers – 
two easy ways to participate in the life of the 
church and get to know more of your fellow 
parishioners.   
 
New volunteers are always needed.  You do not 
have to be an official member to usher/greet 
or serve coffee.  Please call the church office or 
email Judy Walpole at 
jwalpole@triconchurch.org or Amy Bruning at 
abruning@triconchurch.org if you would like to 
volunteer. 
 
Ushers are asked to come a few minutes early, 
hand out bulletins, greet arriving worshippers, 
take up the offering and stay a few minutes 
after the service to straighten up the pews.  
Complete instructions are provided and each 
week, there is an experienced head usher to 
give direction, as needed.  Children are always 
welcome to participate with their family before 
going to class and – a popular bonus -  they 
get to ring the church bell! 
 
Coffee servers are asked to leave church 
during the last hymn and pour the coffee, 
which the sexton will have ready.  He also does 
all the clean-up.  Children are always welcome 
to participate with their family and – another 
popular bonus – they get first dibs on the 
munchkins! 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
REMINDER:  FIND IT ON OUR 

WEBSITE TRICONCHURCH.ORG 
 

If you have recycled your paper copy of this 
Newsletter and then remember an article you 
wanted to save or are looking for a date you 
forgot to put on your calendar, you can always 
find it on our website.  Past and current 
newsletters are available there as well as a 
complete calendar of church events and lots of 
other important information about the church.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

ON-LINE GIVING  
AVAILABLE AT TRICON 

 

We are able to accept on-line donations and 
payments via our website – triconchurch.org.  
On the homepage, you will see “Click here to 
make donations and pledge payments”.  Any 
questions, please call or email Judy or Amy at 
the church office: jwalpole@triconchurch.org or 
abruning@triconchurch.org. 

 
TRICON’S QR CODE 

 

This QR code automatically opens a special 
webpage on mobile devices 
(phones, iPads, etc.) that’s 
designed for smaller  
screens.  You can scan the 
code with your phone to make the process 
of giving to the church that much simpler. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
TRIP TO CAMBODIA 

 

To mark its 20th anniversary,  
The Sharing Foundation 

 is sponsoring a trip to Cambodia  
 

from October 28 – November 4, 2018.   
 

For more information  
or to view an itinerary of the trip go to  

The Sharing Foundation website:  
 

https://sharingfoundation.org/about-us/news-updates/. 
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NEW BACKGROUND CHECK FOR SAFE CHURCH 

 
For a number of years, as part of our Safe Church policy, we have 
asked all volunteers working with children and youth to submit 
information for a CORi check which covers Massachusetts records.   
Our insurance company is now requiring that we also do a national 
background check.  You can do it on-line and it is quick and easy.  
We will be sending information this summer to those who have 
volunteered in the past.  Please watch for it and take just a minute 
to help us fulfill these insurance requirements. 

 



    

 

 
Double your Gift- Double the Impact 

 

To provide new backpacks for the homeless children served by Cradles to Crayons, a generous donor has 
agreed to provide a backpack for every one donated.  

 
For children whose parents are struggling to fund the basic necessities, there is no fun back-to-school 
shopping trip but we can help!  

 
Backpacks are especially needed but please consider stuffing one with an assortment of some of the 
following important School Supplies so these needy children can start the school year equipped for learning!  
 
Place your donations in the marked box in the parish hall during August and September.  Thank you! 
 
     School Supplies: 
COMPOSITION NOTEBOOKS    NOTEBOOKS NO. 2 PENCILS 
GLUE STICKS    SCISSORS  SCISSORS 
ONE INCH BINDERS   RULERS  POST-ITS 
COLORED PENCILS    BALLPOINT PENS PENCIL SHARPENERS 
PENS (BLUE AND BLACK)  CRAYONS  LARGE PINK ERASERS 
FOLDERS TO FIT INTO BINDERS CALENDARS WATER COLOR PAINTS 
BOTTLE OF WHITE GLUE  HIGHLIGHTERS SCOTCH TAPE 
COMPUTER PRINTER PAPER  CALCULATORS DRAWING PAPER 
LOOSE-LEAF NOTEBOOK PAPER POCKET FOLDERS                          
CONSTRUCTION PAPER     SCHOOL BOXES  
SMALL BOTTLES OF HAND SANITIZER 

 

 
for Homeless Women and Children 

When you are sorting and replacing your children’s clothing for fall and winter, please 
remember the women and children at House of Hope in Lowell.  New clothing is much 
appreciated by the women living in the House of Hope shelters, and gently worn and new 
items such as jeans, pants, sweaters, shirts, socks, casual shoes are needed for the children 
and teens.  Baby clothing for newborns is also needed for the Welcome Baby baskets 

prepared for the young mothers.  (No winter coats or pajamas, please.) 
Donations may be left in the parish hall from August 1 – September 20 

= 
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