
February 2018 
 
We have nurtured ourselves through the 
season of Advent.  We beheld the wonder of 
Christmas, and our soul felt its worth.  During 
Epiphany, the long awaited light beckoned us 
to become light and shine forth.  This month, 
beginning on February 14th, we enter once 
again into the sacred introspective period of 
Lent.  This 40-day journey prior to Easter 
invites us to look truthfully at ourselves and 
evaluate the things that clutter and distract us 
from living in the fullness of the Divine 
connection that God offers us.  It’s an 
invitation to simplify and cultivate humility, to 
grow in character and compassion, and 
eventually to blossom in the exuberance of 
resurrection and new life.  
 
Even as we look inward we will also walk this 
Lenten path together.  We will begin by 
receiving ashes and remember our mortality. 
We will bury our halleluiahs and pray prayers of 
confession that acknowledge the broken 
places.  In community, we will find the courage 
to be vulnerable and discover strength through 
grace and experience freedom through 
forgiveness.  In our Lenten small groups, many 
of us will focus on Tending to the Garden of 
Relationships.  This 5-part series engages deep  
 
 

 
thought and discussion about the complexity 
and importance of nurturing healthy 
relationships.  
 
The journey of Lent is not about feeling guilty; 
it’s about recognizing and naming our 
imperfections as the road to recovery and 
reconnection, to one another and to God.  As 
C.S. Lewis puts it, “When we notice the dirt, God 
is most present in us; the very sign of God’s 
presence.”  

I want to encourage you to personally enter into 
this sacred season.  Notice the dirt cluttered in 
the hidden corner of your soul.  Acknowledge 
that God is calling you to a new way of seeing, a 
new way of living and a return to your original 
blessing that is your true self.  As we follow 
Jesus along the way, we will encounter the most 
astounding paradox and mystery; only in dying 
does God defeat death, and in rising God 
restores life.  

May we discover surprising blessings along the 
Lenten journey toward new life.  

In faith and hope, 

Rev. Bob Brown  
Acting Senior Minister 



FEBRUARY WORSHIP 
 

February 4  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift preaching 
COMMUNION   

     

 February 11  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Robert Brown preaching 
  
 ASH WEDNESDAY 
 February 14  Service at 8:00 p.m. 
 

 February 18  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift preaching 
 

February 25  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift preaching 
 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SUPPER. 
Everyone is invited to our Ash Wednesday ALL Church Lent Kick-off DINNER  

on 2/14/18 at 6:30pm in the Parish Hall (whether you sign up for a small group or not).   
Sign up online at triconchurch.org, in the parish hall or call the church office. 

 
 

Lenten 2018 Small Groups:   
Tending the Garden of Relationships 
 
A 5-part Lenten series examining how we view 
our relationships with one another and with 
God through the lens of scripture, the 
teachings of Jesus, and our own experience. 
Starting the week of 2/19/18.  We are offering 
day time and evening groups.   
 
Sign up online at triconchurch.org, in the 
parish hall or call the church office. 
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MARKERS ALONG THE JOURNEY 
Search Committee Updates & Comments 

 
REFLECTIONS FROM JEAN 
 

It is a privilege to be a part of this 
congregation as it has discerned its vision and 
is focusing in upon the senior minister that 
God is preparing to lead it there!  This winter 
you are participating in a major congregational 
process of decision-making, and doing so in 
the congregational way.  What does “the 
“congregational way” mean?  
 

Often people answer this question in the 
following way: “In our church you get to vote 
on important matters like the minister, the 
budget, capital projects, and the election of lay 
leaders.  You have a voice and your voice 
counts.”  This answer emphasizes the right 
and role of the individual.  It lifts up each 
one’s choice, protects dissent, respects 
conscience, and underlines the egalitarian 
nature of the church.  The Apostle Paul 
identified the church as the Body of Christ and 
says that when each member is working 
properly, it grows and is built up in love.  
(Eph 4:16) 
 

Of course, the church is never a single person 
alone; it is a community of faithful persons. 
The decision about the minister, then, goes 
beyond individual desires and opinions, as 
important as these are, and even when a 
minister leaves, the congregation continues. 
The congregational way is working together as 
a group, and “bearing with one another in 
love.” (Eph 4:2)  
 

This community of faith also exists in 
covenant.  As God entered into covenant with 
humankind for its salvation, the church is built 
upon promises made and kept, trustworthy 
behaviors, communication, and commitment. 
Therefore, if one says, “I don’t need to listen to 
the perspective of others,” or “If the vote  
 

 
doesn’t go my way, I’m outta here,” it breaks 
covenant.  The UCC Statement of Faith refers to 
the covenant of love that binds us “all ages, 
tongues, and races,” and scripture says: “The eye 
cannot say to the hand, I have no need of 
you…We are members one of another.” (1 Cor. 
12:21, Rom 12:5)  So the quality of our 
relationships in the church is essential to who we 
are, and we are only as strong as our mutual 
support and accountability.  In preparation for 
the vote, then, congregants should ask: “What is 
best for TriCon?  Can we work well with this 
candidate toward God’s purpose?”  
 

 
 
The divine call is uppermost in the 
congregational way of decision-making.  The 
transition team reflects, the search committee 
recommends, and the congregation issues a call 
to a candidate, who in turn discerns whether to 
enter this covenant.  Your vote on the senior 
minister will not make TriCon a “nurturing 
community of faith that honors God through 
service and mission,” but by being 
“congregational,” you can start together right 
now to live into this vision! 
 
Happy in Christ’s Service with You,   
Jean 
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ANNUAL MEETING 
 

While the Church Council is the governing body of the church between congregational 
meetings, it is the congregation that makes the important decisions regarding the 
governance of our church.   
 
At the Annual Meeting on February 11, the assembled congregation will hear a report from 
the Treasurer on the church finances at the close of 2017, the Nominating Committee will 
present a slate of officers and committee members to be elected by vote of the congregation 
and the Finance Committee will present a draft 2018 budget for congregational approval.   
 
These votes form the framework for our church moving into the next fiscal year.  All 
members of the congregation are encouraged to attend and participate.  Parishioners who 
are not official members, while not eligible to vote, are also welcome to attend.   
 
Childcare will be available for young children. 

 
 

Warrant for the Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 11, 2018 

  
To the Members of the  

Trinitarian Congregational Church in Concord 
County of Middlesex, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 
You are hereby notified that the Annual Meeting of said church will be held on  
Sunday morning, the *11th of February, 2018, at 11:15 am in the sanctuary, 
immediately following the 10am worship service for the following purposes, to wit: 

 
Article 1.  To receive and act upon reports of the Church officers and committees. 

   
Article 2.  To choose all necessary Church officers and committees for the church 
year 2018. 

   
Article 3.  To appropriate money for all Church expenses and to determine the 
manner of raising same. 

   
Article 4.  To transact any other business which may legally come before said 
meeting. 
 

   
 
M. Dixie Grimes, Clerk 

 Concord, Massachusetts - January 2018 
 
* Snow date: Monday, February 12th 7:00 p.m. 
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
WELCOME TO TRICON! 

Whether you are just visiting, looking to find a church home or still feeling 
your way after several visits, we encourage you to pick up brochures and 
other information in the parish hall or the church entry, and to come for 
refreshments in the parish hall following the service.  

 
You are welcome to participate in any of our church programs and activities and to sign up your 
children for Church School or youth programs.  For more information, contact Christian Education 
Director, Carrie O’Brien or Youth Leader, Nick Bruning.  Call the church office if you have any questions. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
SILENCE IN THE STORM:  

A WEEKLY MEDITATION GROUP 
 

When: Mondays, 10:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M.  
(note new time) 

in the Church Parlor 
 

Looking for a quiet space for meditation and 
prayer?  We meet weekly in the church parlor.  
We explore both guided and unguided 
meditation and prayer with music and 
occasional speakers.  We mainly seek to find 
and honor the present.  It is an exercise in 
being, rather than doing.   
 
For more information, please contact Liz 
Crowell at Lbencma@gmail.com or  
781-608-4765.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

ATTENTION  
MEN OF THE CHURCH 

  Join the Anchor Group 
 

The Anchor Group meets on the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 a.m. in 
the church parlor.  The Anchor Group is a 
group for men of all ages who discuss and 
share issues of religion and spirituality in light 
of contemporary culture.  Any questions, email 
Greg Howes at howes2012@gmail.com. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
From the Diaconate: 

PRAYERS IN OUR PROGRESS 
 
Our Search Committee has been hard at work 
creating an important spiritual connection with 
each other and becoming familiar with the 
profile of our church in preparation for 
conducting the Search Process. 
 
This talented and committed Search Committee 
(Jane Turner Michael, Loretta Filipov, Michele 
Forinash, Paul Mahoney, Matt Boger, Prescott 
Stewart, Peter Bruning, and Ellen Quackenbush) 
will invest many hours, days and weeks fulfilling 
their charge.  As we enter into this exciting "next 
phase" of our search, we invite you to continue 
with your prayers of gratitude and support for 
the duration of the Search Committee's journey.  
You will find a sign-up calendar in the Parish 
Hall.  Our hope is to have as many individuals as 
possible sign up for a day to hold each of these 
committee members in your thoughts and 
prayers.  These prayers can be for support, 
strength, discernment, commitment, openness, 
gratitude, appreciation or anything else you 
"hope" for them.  This is a way for all of us to be 
present, invested, engaged, thoughtful and 
grateful to each of these respected members of 
our church.  As one member of the Search 
Committee put it, "On any given day it will be 
nice to look at the calendar and see all the 
people who are in our corner when we need it!" 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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CAREGIVERS GROUP 
 
The TriCon Caregivers Group is an opportunity 
for parishioners and friends in caregiving roles 
to come together to share accomplishments 
and failures, joys and sorrows, laughter and 
hope, as well as valuable information about 
how to care for others and ourselves.   
 
If the role of caregiver is part of your life,  
please consider joining the TriCon Caregivers 
Group.  We will meet on Wednesdays, 
February 7 and 21 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
church library.  Call the church office (978 
369-4837) for more information. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 

JOIN US IN THE 
PARLOR 

    
   Wednesday, February 28 AT NOON! 

 
The Knitting Group meets in the church 
parlor once a month.  Everyone from 
beginner to expert is welcome.  Bring your 
own project or work on one of ours’.  You 
need not come every month but can join in 
when it is convenient for you.  You may 
also choose to work on projects at home.  
Prayer shawls may be left at the church 
any time. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
SERMONS ON LINE 

 
  You can HEAR SERMONS   

on line by going to 
www.triconchurch.org 

OR 
Facebook.com and search  

Trinitarian Congregational Church 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

   
Friday, March 2, 2018 

11:00 a.m. 
 

 West Concord Union Church 
 

AN INTERFAITH SERVICE 
Written by the women of Suriname 

 

followed by a light luncheon  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

TRICON VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
For World Day of Prayer 

 
World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a worldwide 
ecumenical movement of women of many faith 
traditions who come together each year, on the 
first Friday in March, to observe a common day 
of prayer.  Women from a different country each 
year write the World Day of Prayer worship 
service.   For 2018, that country is Suriname.  
The 2018 World Day of Prayer service will begin 
at the first sunrise on March 2, 2018, in the 
Pacific region and, following the Earth’s rotation, 
will spread around the world.   
 
TriCon participants are needed, both to help 
with planning and to participate in the service.  
For further information and to volunteer, please 
contact Patience Jackson at (978)897-4956 or 
patiencekj@aol.com. 
  
This will be a good opportunity to see the recent 
renovations at West Concord Union Church, as 
well as to participate in a beautiful worldwide 
service right here in Concord.  Last year, 95,829 
services were held in 99 countries, in 113 
languages, with 1,618,869 participants.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 
HOPE AND HELP 

FOR  
PUERTO RICO 

 
Our 2018 Christmas 
Offering, designated 

to The Massachusetts United for Puerto 
Rico Fund, administered by The Boston 
Foundation, raised $16,122.  This was 
supplemented by $10,000 from our 
mission budget. 
 
This significant donation will offer help 
and support to our fellow Americans with 
immediate ongoing relief efforts, 
rebuilding and recovery work and support 
for those who have emigrated from the 
island to Boston and other Massachusetts 
communities.  Thank you for your 
generosity and your compassion for the 
needs of these our fellow citizens. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
THANK YOU, TRICON! 

 
A thank you letter recently received by the 
Mission Committee from the Concord 
Carlisle Human Rights Council:  
 
….We are so grateful for your donation 
…which will be used to help us hold our three 
major events:  The Martin Luther King Choral 
celebration…the town of Concord’s Holocaust 
Memorial…and our climate of Freedom 
breakfast…The Concord Carlisle Human 
Rights Council has been an advocate for 
human rights in our community, and in these 
uncertain times we will continue to monitor 
and strongly defend the rights of all our 
citizens. 
Sincerely, Libby Kurten, Treasurer 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
If you would like to donate 
flowers for a Sunday service in 
2018, you may sign up on the 
flower chart in the parish hall. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 

The deadline for the  
March Newsletter  
is February 15. 
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SNOW POLICY 
 
When the Concord Public Schools or the 
Concord-Carlisle Adult Education classes 
are canceled, so are our events, classes, 
meetings.  If there is a question, call the 
chairman or convener.  
While we hope never to 
have to cancel a worship 
service, in the event of 
severe weather call the 
church answering 
machine, check the 
TriCon website or watch 
Channel 4, 5 or 7 for the latest 
information. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

REMINDER:  FIND IT ON OUR 
WEBSITE TRICONCHURCH.ORG 

 
If you have recycled your paper copy of this 
Newsletter and then remember an article you 
wanted to save or are looking for a date you 
forgot to put on your calendar, you can always 
find it on our website.  Past and current 
newsletters are available there as well as a 
complete calendar of church events and lots of 
other important information about the church.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ON-LINE GIVING  

AVAILABLE AT TRICON 
 
We are able to accept on-line donations and 
payments via our website – triconchurch.org.  
On the homepage, you will see “Click here to 
make donations and pledge payments”.  Any 
questions, please call or email Judy or Amy at 
the church office: jwalpole@triconchurch.org or 
abruning@triconchurch.org. 
 
 
 

TRICON’S QR CODE 
 

This QR code 
automatically opens a special 
webpage on mobile devices 
(phones, iPads, etc.) that’s 
designed for smaller screens.  You can scan 
the code with your phone to make the 
process of giving to the church that much 
simpler. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
TRANSLATOR NEEDED 

 
Spanish translator needed for Wednesday night 
class at MCI Concord – call Barbara McIntosh at  
617-429-6435 if you are able to help or would 
like more information. 
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Celebrating Community 

 
 
One of the many blessings that we celebrate as a community 
are the ways that parishioners share what TriCon means to 
them. 
 
 

In a recent service, Otto Judicke reflected on a section of the morning’s Scripture reading 
from Amos: 
 
  

“But let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an everflowing stream.” 
                     Amos 5:14   
 

“I am fond of some of the prophets.  Directly in the face of authority they bravely call out  
hurtful behavior and societal inequality with passion and purpose that compels you to 
stop and listen.  Amos’s voice, first spoken in ancient Israel, has rung for 3000 years and 
its message resonates in 21st century America.  It is now hard to find Old Testament 
prophets such as Amos.   
 

Nonetheless, there continue to be places and people and communities who are able to 
redirect our moral compass and help us find a path that provides for compassion and 
gratitude.  For my family and me, the centerpiece for spiritual guidance is Trinitarian 
Congregational Church.  For 15 years I have found connection, inspiration, reassurance 
and insight at TriCon.   
 

This has occurred through Sunday services, Anchor Group and Advent/Lenten groups, 
social outreach, Sunday School, youth group, mission trips and casual encounters in the 
community with people whom I would otherwise never have known.  In the midst of the 
whirlpool of today’s society, these connections and experiences help ground me and 
redefine what is important.   
 

If righteousness is like a never-failing stream and the arc of the universe bends towards 
justice, TriCon serves as a steady beacon that helps provide us with the understanding, 
inspiration and resolve to live purposeful lives.” 
 

 
As we enter a new fiscal year, we are grateful for the pledges and gifts of parishioners that 
allow our community of faith to flourish and grow.  If you have not yet made a financial 
commitment for 2018, please consider doing so.  
 
Pledge cards are available in the parish hall and front entry or you may send a confidential 
pledge to jwalpole@triconchurch.org or contact any member of the Stewardship Team: 
 
Jeff Campbell, Chair  
Rich Hollingsworth, Jon Piper, Beth Vause, Judy Walpole, Katie Wilson 
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  Sunday, February 4th  
  10:00am Children’s Chapel 
  One Room Schoolhouse 
  11:15am Hosanna Singers Rehearsal 
   

  Sunday, February 11th  
    9:30am Hosanna Singers Rehearsal 
  10:00am One Room Schoolhouse 
 

  Sundays, February 18th and 25th 
  Public School Vacation 
  10:00am – Worship  
  (During the service childcare is available for  
  children up to age 5.) 
 

 
Check out our February on-line Church  
School newsletter for detailed information 
about calendar programming as well as 
news, photos and announcements.  
 
 
If you are a new family and would like 
information about our Church School 
program, please contact our Church School 
Director, Carrie O’Brien, at 
cobrien@triconchurch.org.  You may also 
visit our church website at www.triconchurch.org and click the Christian Education tab. 

 
 

 
Where Can  You  Share Your Faith? 

 
In Church School! 

 

Our invitation to participate in Children's 
Ministry is  extended to our entire 
TriCon family, not just those with children in 
our program.  For all, it is the connections with 
children that help broaden and nurture our 
church community. 
 

Many opportunities to support programming 
exist for people with a variety of gifts , in and 
out of the classroom.  Church School Director, 
Carrie O’Brien, is looking forward to sharing 
them with you.  
 

All of us working together will continue to 
pave the way for TriCon’s children’s journey of 
faith.  They are the church of today and 
tomorrow!  
 

There are opportunities  
t o  h e lp  s u p p o r t  o u r  wi n t e r  

p r o g r a m r ig h t  n o w! 
 

 

Confirmation Class in February  
 

Sunday, February 11 – 5:00 – 7:00 p. m. – Confir mation Class 
 

Wednesday, February 14 – ASH WEDNESDAY 
6:30 p.m. Dinner – 8:00 p. m. Ash Wednesday Service 

  

 Please contact Rev. Bob Brown, Suzanne Giles, or David Hart with any questions.  
 
 

 



 

 
 

M I S S I O N  T R I P
F U N D R A I S I N G /

T H A N K  Y O U  
D I N N E R !

Saturday, March 3rd
6:00PM

C o m e  E n j o y  a  F u n , 
L i v e l y  D i n n e r , p u t  o n  

b y  t h e  
M i s s i o n  T r i p  T e a m !

Sign Up Today!
online at triconchurch.org,
in the Parish Hall,
or by calling the church office 
$20/person
$15/seniors and children
(do NOT pay for your MT-er)

Offering hearty Tex-Mex fare, 
vegetarian option available,
and yummy dessert!



 
 

                
TriCon is sending 39 youth and 8 adult leaders 

to the Rio Grande Valley to work alongside and learn from the impoverished and 
marginalized members of this immigrant society. 	

Go to experiencemission.org to learn more about their trip 
 

Youth Mission Trip 
FUNDRAISER! 

 

Find the Table in the Parish Hall  
after services on Sundays!  

Show your support! 
Every donation of $25 or more gets you a STAR sign for your yard to proudly display  

your support of the TriCon Mission Trip Team! 
 

And/or, you can buy a raffle ticket for a chance to win a hand-made rocking horse,  
generously donated by a TriCon member. 

 
The Mission Trip Service will be  
Sunday, March 11th, 10:00 AM 

*We will run a supporter page in the bulletin* 
If you’d like to post a message next to your name, let us know by using this form. 

Even if you’ve already purchased a star or rocking horse raffle ticket,  
your dedication can be included! 

 
I/We wish to support the TriCon Youth Mission Trip with the enclosed $________! 
(Please write Mission Trip on the memo portion of your check)  
___we already made a donation. 	
	

Please list our names and optional message as follows: 	
	
Given by: _____________________________________________________________  
 
Optional message 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 



 

LET’S GET TO KNOW  
     EACH OTHER BETTER!! 

 
  ELLEN  
      MUSCHLITZ 
Ellen was raised in 
New Canaan, CT, one 
of five children.  She 
attended Lafayette 
College in PA as did 
her sister, brother, 
father and both 
grandfathers.  After 
graduation, Ellen moved to New York City 
and worked in the magazine publishing 
industry for ten years. She also spent time 
volunteering for the 17th and 19th Police 
Precincts on the Upper East Side.  She met 
her husband, Dave, in New York and, after 
marrying, moved to Boston for Dave’s job at 
Fidelity Investments.   
 
They moved to Concord in 1994 and Ellen 
became a member of TriCon soon after.  She 
worked for the Concord Journal for several 
years until the birth of her second 
child.  Ellen and Dave have two children, 
Emily and Peter, both baptized at TriCon and 
now college students, one at William & Mary 
and the other University of Richmond.  Ellen 
has worked part time at Fritz & Gigi The 
Children’s Shop in Concord for fourteen 
years.  In her spare time, she enjoys 
traveling, cooking, and taking long walks 
with her dog, Chase.  While at TriCon, Ellen 
has served on the Nominating Committee 
and taught Church School.  She has also 
been involved with Youth Group, a highlight 
of Emily’s and Peter’s high school years.  
 
Ellen and Dave are getting adjusted to 
being empty nester’s and look forward to 
visiting Emily in New Zealand this Spring, 
where she is spending a semester.  Ellen 
feels blessed that TriCon has been an 
integral part of her family’s life.  Both 
children went on all four mission trips 
which helped shape the young adults they 
are today. 

 
OTTO  
       JUDICKE 
Otto was raised in 
Rutherford, New 
Jersey, in the 
shadow of Giants 
Stadium, to 
parents who 
owned a family 
bakery for many 
years.  Along with 
his brother, Paul, Otto spent years playing pick-
up sports and table top games with a group of 
friends who continue to connect once a year.  
Otto attended Vassar College where he majored 
in economics, joining the volleyball team as a 
walk-on. 
 
Quickly, Otto realized economics was not for 
him and after some recalibration he went to 
graduate school at Florida Institute of 
Technology in order to study psychology.  
Thirty-two years later, Otto continues as a 
neuropsychologist and it was while working at 
New England Rehabilitation Hospital in an 
outpatient brain injury program that Otto met 
his wife, Sandra Suduikis.  Several years later, 
Katrina, now a sophomore at Colgate University, 
joined the family.  
 
Interests include hiking in the Whites (favorite 
hikes include Mts. Major, Chocorua and 
Lafayette) and once a year Otto will buy a new 
pair of running shoes so he can train for a half-
marathon (next up is a race in New Orleans).  
Other pursuits include some travel, low stakes 
Texas hold-em, current events, certain local 
sports and the occasional book (recent 
enjoyable reads include A Stranger in the 
Woods, Hillbilly Elegy and The History of Love).   
 
Otto and Sandra were looking for a church 15 
years ago and upon venturing inside for a 
Sunday service they were instantly captivated by 
TriCon’s message, leadership, membership and 
the physical charm of this New England church.  
Since then, Otto has been involved in several 
church committees and activities have included 
Sunday School teacher, confirmand mentor and 
Anchor Group participant.  Otto has received 
many blessings and he is very grateful. 



 


