
 
 

 

May 2017 
 

“And this is my prayer’” the Apostle Paul wrote to the Philippians, “that your love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may 
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ.” (Philippians 1:9-10) 

When I read the letter to the Philippians I can 
easily imagine him writing this same letter to the 
TriConians.  Like us, they were a successful 
church, educated, prosperous and generous as 
well.  The Philippians wanted to be a church above 
reproach.  They truly desired to do the right thing,   
so Paul pushes them deeper still.  He wants them 
to take that keen intellect that is propelled by 
genuine love and gain “depth of insight” into 
“discerning what is best.”   

This is not always an easy task.  How do we decide 
what is best, especially when there are so many 
great options to choose from?  I have a friend who 
flipped a coin to decide whether to go to Brown or 
Yale.  It worked out well for him.  How do you 
make critical decisions in your life, where to live, 
where to work, how to spend your money and 
time?  Many social psychologists claim that no matter how rational we think we are being, in the end 
our choices are primarily decided on instinct, intuition, or simply a gut reaction.  We may choose for the 
greater good or a compulsive need or even enlightened self-interest, but in the end we follow our gut. 

Spiritual people often reflect how their decision-making can best align with God’s desire for their lives.  
Spiritual discernment is the art and practice of reflecting on the people, places and things in our life.  
It’s a way to navigate a path forward that is best and right.  It is a discipline intended to open us up to 
possibilities we may not have seen, to shine a light on hidden motives, and harmonize reason, 
imagination, intuition and emotion.  Employing practices of spiritual discernment brings us to the 
center of the big questions, ‘why are we here?’ and ‘where are we going?’  Spiritual discernment 
accesses the wisdom of intuition, feelings and rational judgment to discover what is really essential and 
true.  It takes into account God’s dream for us to live in wholeness. 

During the month of May and through the summer we will be exploring a variety of ways that we can 
learn specific techniques of spiritual discernment.  It can be practiced as a personal discipline and is 
also quite effective in groups.  As the earth itself echoes God’s continual renewal, may we also find our 
renewal through practices of spiritual discernment. 

In faith and hope,  Rev. Bob Brown – Acting Senior Minister  
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 MAY 7   Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Fred Small preaching 
 COMMUNION  Climate Justice Sunday  
 There will be a Forum with Rev. Small in the church parlor following the service.   

Everyone is welcome 
 

MAY 14 Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Robert Brown preaching  
BAPTISM Mother’s Day 
 

 MAY 21  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift preaching 
 
 MAY 28  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Robert Brown preaching  
 
 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

Kim Sheppard and her husband, Jim, moved to Concord last June from Amherst, MA.  Kim is a nurse 
at Mass General Hospital and Jim is Director of Operations for Medtronic.  They have three children:  
Jake (25), Samantha (22), and Allison (8), a 2nd grader at Alcott.  They enjoy skiing in winter and Lake 
George in summer.  
 
David DeLong and his wife, Sue Gladstone, moved to Concord in 1994.  Sue is a member of Temple 
Kerem Shalom, and their two daughters, Sara (24) and Anna (19) both did their Bat Mitzvahs there 
before participating in TriCon's Confirmation Class and going on many youth group mission trips.  
Dave is an author, speaker, and consultant focused on solutions for critical skill shortages created by 
an aging and the changing workforce.  Skiing, museums, theater and the Red Sox are among the 
family's many interests.  
 
Judy Blaikie Lane and her husband, Tom, moved to Carlisle right after they were married in 1994. 
Until 2000, Judy worked in commercial real estate in the Boston area.  Since then, she has volunteered 
in several local organizations including the Concord Museum, and Emerson Hospital.   Judy loves 
gardening and flower arranging.  She and Tom love to play golf, read and bake and to visit the Cape 
with their two golden retrievers in tow. 
 
Fred White moved to Maynard in 1986 and joined the Maynard Congregational Church in 1989.  He 
has worked for Concord Academy for 18 years and, when he moved to Concord in 2016, he started 
coming to TriCon where he is now very excited about becoming a member.  Fred enjoys making floral 
arrangements which he shares with friends and colleagues and likes walking everywhere in historic 
downtown Concord.  
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MARKERS ALONG THE JOURNEY 
Transition Team Updates & Comments 

      From Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift 
 

The word “remember” is 
prominent throughout the 
bible.  The people of God in 
the Hebrew scripture are 
advised over and over again 
to remember the covenant 
they have with God, both 

its commandments and its promises.  The 
recent celebration of Passover is just one of 
the holy seasons for remembering who and 
whose they are.  In like manner, during Holy 
Week, we Christians remember God’s great act 
of redemption in Jesus Christ, and do so, not 
only with our minds, through words and 
stories, but in body – in physical acts of waving 
palms, sharing communion in the bread and 
cup, and ringing alleluia bells.  
 
The purpose of remembering the past for 
people of faith is not to dwell in the past, but 
to live in the present with the kind of 
perspective that empowers the future.  In 
other words, we remember in order to reclaim 
the positive power of the past.  Knowing who 
and what has come before provides a firm 
place from which to push off into new 
ministries. 
 

      We remember in order to  
               reclaim the positive 
                power of the past. 
 
Celebrating from whence we have come 
reknits the community through laughter and 
tears, giving it a legacy to pass on to next 
generations.  Even when it is necessary to 
revisit difficult periods, doing so together 

     From The Transition Team 
 
Since mid-December, we five members of the 
Transition Team have met virtually every 
week to assume the task of answering three 
questions:  Who are we?  Who are our 
neighbors?  And Who is God calling us to be? 
with the intent of completing the thirty-page 
Church Profile that will be used to call our 
next Senior Minister. 
 
We began our work by examining the 
demographics and the organization of our 
church.  As we tried to figure out who 
reported to whom and what committee made 
which decisions, we realized that the answers 
we sought weren’t as obvious as we had 
hoped. 
 
We held interviews, focus groups, and 
congregational forums with TriCon 
congregants, staff, and community leaders to 
gather their perspectives on the state of the 
church and thoughts about its future.  We 
learned that our congregation has many 
questions about who we have been and 
viewpoints about who we might become.  We 
began to realize that time for self-reflection is 
a gift and to move too quickly could be a 
disservice to our congregation.  We, the 
church, need time to process the significant 
change of losing a Senior Minister of twenty-
three years, time to think about what we want 
to change, and what we hope to become. 
 
As we were considering how to process this 
thoughtful information, Jean Vandergrift 
joined us.  Experienced in transitioning 
several other congregations, in various 
circumstances, Jean began to shed a bright, 
insightful light on our work. 
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helps bring forth learning and allows that prior 
time to stay in its proper bounds instead of 
bleeding into the present or handicapping the 
future.  
 
Maybe most importantly, people of faith 
remember in order to trust God in the here 
and now; they look back at God’s record, and 
can reclaim God’s loving guidance for today. 
 
When we reclaim our history as a church, it 
becomes more than dry, irrelevant facts, more 
than history; it becomes Our Story – 
empowering, fun to share, and alive within us.  
 
So it is that the theme of the coming season of 
Evolve 2017 is “RE:claim TriCon’s History and 
Ministry.”  Look below for more about the fun 
events being planned for May 7 and 21! 
 
With Joy, 
Jean 

 

           LOOKING AHEAD 
 

RE:claim 

TriCon History and Ministry 
 

1.  Sunday, May 7,  
           5-7 PM 

        POT-LUCK    
      SUPPER 
“Telling the TriCon Story” 
 
Skit and Constructing a Timeline 
For Children: Special activities and build 
your own sundaes! 
 
2.  Sunday, May 21, 5-7 PM 
PIZZA & SALAD 

“The Way We Were: 
Together in Ministry” 

 
Guided Table Conversations 
on TriCon’s ministry across recent years. 
 

 
She encouraged our team to follow our 
intuition and not to rush through this 
transformative process.  And she provided 
excellent guidelines and a thoughtful plan to 
bring all we were learning as a Transition 
Team together with the most important part 
of our work: you the congregation. 
 

 
 
Concerned that what we had hoped would be 
a six-month process would now become a 
longer one, we asked the Church Council and 
Diaconate to meet with us on April 11th to 
hear from us.  Our team recommended a 
proposal now called Evolve 2017, which leads 
TriCon through four phases of dialogue and 
discernment toward God’s call for its future. 
 
The Church Council and Diaconate agreed 
that a longer transition plan will give our 
church an opportunity to identify skills we 
need in a Senior Minister to help us grow into 
who God is calling us to be.  
 
Two congregational events are scheduled in 
May to raise our awareness about TriCon’s 
history and ministry.  Please see the fliers in 
this month’s newsletter for more information 
and look for further communications.  We 
encourage you to attend and share your 
perspectives with each other!  
 
Please know that you may reach out to any of 
us at any time with questions, concerns, or 
comments.   
 
By God’s grace,  
YOUR TRANSITION TEAM 
 
Jane Turner Michael, Chair 
Charity Tremblay, Vice Chair 
Nick Bruning 
Cynthia Schweppe 
Andrew Thut 
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Jean Vandergrift, facilitating with others 
   

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
WELCOME TO 

TRICON! 
Whether you are just 

visiting, looking to find a church home or still 
feeling your way after several visits, we 
encourage you to pick up brochures and other 
information in the parish hall or the church 
entry, and to come for refreshments in the 
parish hall following the service.  
 
You are welcome to participate in any of our 
church programs and activities and to sign 
your children up for Church School or youth 
programs.  For more information, contact 
Christian Education Director, Carrie O’Brien or 
Youth Leader, Nick Bruning.  Call the church 
office if you have any questions. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
************************************************** 

 

TriCon Parish Hall 
 

Friday, May 5 
12:30 pm 

 
 

To honor mothers,  
      women who are mothers  

    women who have mothers 
 and women who had mothers! 

 
Sign up on our website  
or in the parish hall. 

 
 

Donations of cookies, bars and tea sandwiches are welcomed but not required.  
Indicate on the sign-up if you’d like to bring something. 

 
Optional donations of new, unopened toiletries (including hotel or travel size)  

 
Welcoming Coffee 

Sunday, May 7 
following the Service of Worship 

 
Exploring Membership Brunch 

Sunday, May 21 
following the Service of Worship 

 
New Members Join TriCon 

Sunday, June 4 
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to be donated to the homeless would also be welcome. 
 

 
 

SILENCE IN THE STORM:  
A WEEKLY MEDITATION GROUP 

 
When: Mondays, 10 A.M.-11:30 A.M.  

in the Church Parlor 
 

Looking for a quiet space for meditation and 
prayer?  We meet weekly in the church parlor. 
We explore both guided and unguided 
meditation and prayer with music and 
occasional speakers.  We mainly seek to find 
and honor the present.  It is an exercise in 
being, rather than doing.  For more 
information, please contact Liz Crowell at 
Lbencma@gmail.com or 781-608-4765.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
ATTENTION MEN OF THE CHURCH 

  Join the Anchor Group 
 

The Anchor Group meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 a.m. in 
the church parlor.  The Anchor Group is a 
group for men of all ages who discuss and 
share issues of religion and spirituality in light 
of contemporary culture.  Any questions, email 
Greg Howes at howes2012@gmail.com. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Friday, May 12 – Saturday, May 13 
Edwards House, Framingham 

 

Facilitated by Rev. Karen Doolittle, this is a 
wonderful way to get connected with other 
women in this church.  Edwards House 
accommodates a maximum of 25, so reserve 
your spot early!  The cost will be $100 per 
person which includes, dinner, breakfast and 
lunch, as well as snacks during the day.  
Edwards House is handicap accessible, 
comfortable and cozy.  Contact Betsy Swaim 
for more information or questions at (978) 

369-8024, or email betsyswaim@icloud.com.  
Looking forward to having you join us! 

________________________________________________________________ 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

We will be celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism 
during the worship service on Mothers’ Day, 
Sunday, May 14, and Fathers’ Day, Sunday,  
June 18.  If you are interested in having your 
child baptized, or you would like to be baptized 
yourself on either of these dates, please contact 
the church office by May 5 for the May 14 
baptism and by June 10 for the June 19 baptism. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

JOIN US IN THE 
PARLOR 

  Wednesday,                    
May 24 

         AT NOON! 
The Knitting Group meets in the church parlor 
once a month.  Everyone from beginner to 
expert is welcome.  Bring your own project or 
work on one of ours’.  You need not come every 
month but can join in when it is convenient for 
you.  You may also choose to work on projects 
at home.  Prayer shawls may be left at the 
church any time. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

LIFE CHANGES 
 

WITH SYMPATHY 
 

Sincere sympathy to the family of our member 
Jane Wertz who died on March 26 at age 102.  A 
service was held at TriCon on April 28. 
 
Our condolences to Tom and Charity Tremblay 
and their family.  Tom’s father, Elbert Tremblay, 
died on April 1 in NC. 
 
We pray for Rich and Gayle Colman and their 
family.  Rich’s mother, Beatrice Colman, died on 
April 13 in FL. 
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Our thoughts and prayers are with Vickie 
Wagner and her family.  Vickie’s mother, Maxine 

Wagner, died on April 20.  A service was held on 
April 24 in PA. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
   
                                                         

TriCon’s Noack Organ 
Inaugural Season Event 

Friday, May 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
     

Organ Recital by Stephan Griffin 
Director of Music at Historic Trinity Episcopal Church, Newport, RI 

Free and open to the public  
 

Mr. Griffin has appeared as a recitalist and accompanist throughout the country, with such 
ensembles as the Dallas Wind Symphony, Berkshire Choral International, The University of 
Texas (UT) Men’s Chorus, and the Maryland State Boy Choir.  Equally at home as a singer, 
Stephan has been the Chorus Master and bass soloist for the Austin Baroque Orchestra, and 
has sung with Texas Early Music Project, Schola Cantorum of Boston, The Marsh Chapel Choir, 
Sourcework, and The Brookline Consort.  Holding a BM in Vocal Performance from BU and a MM 
in Organ Performance from UT, he is pursuing a DMA in Organ Performance at BU. 

***************************************** 
 

               
Our neighbors at Open Table will appreciate your donations! 

 To help you remember, here are some “fun facts about coffee and tea:” 
§ Legend has it that coffee was discovered by a 9th century Ethiopian goat herder who discovered 

that his goats went wild when they ate the beans. 
 

§ It takes 2000 tiny leaves to produce l pound of tea. 
 

§ New Yorkers drink almost 7 times the amount of coffee as other U.S. Cities. 
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§ Americans were introduced to “Iced tea” at the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair. 
 

§ In ancient Arab culture, the only cause for a wife to legally divorce her husband was if he didn’t 
provide enough coffee. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
   

NEW SOUND SYSTEM 
 

It has long been a goal to upgrade the 
sanctuary sound system; funds were set aside 
in the boiler upgrade campaign and now, 
thanks to the efforts of Bill Stumpf and others, 
the new system has been installed.  You will 
see some minor changes – new speakers 
painted to match the exiting walls and trim 
and some changes to the mikes used by the 
clergy and other speakers – designed to allow 
them to move freely in the space without 
“dropping out”.  We hope you will hear some 
major improvement especially in eliminating 
“dead spots” and feedback.  

 

     
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to donate flowers for a 
Sunday service in 2017, you may sign up on 
the flower chart in the parish hall or online. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Lavender colored OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 
2017 are now available in the parish hall.  
Please take as many or as few as you need.  If 

you use cash, kindly put your name on the 
envelope. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

CHOIR NEWS 
 

Our "own" Matt DiBattista 
will sing the role of 
Basilio, the music master, 
in the upcoming Boston 
Lyric Opera production of 
Mozart's comic opera, 

"The Marriage of Figaro".  The opera runs April 
28 - May 7 in Back Bay.  For more information, 
see https://blo.org/the-marriage-of-figaro/. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU FROM GAINING GROUND 
 
Dear Members of Trinitarian Congregational 
Church, 
Gaining Ground greatly appreciates and 
acknowledges your recent…contribution.  We 
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are grateful for our donors who allow us to fulfill 
our mission of working with community 
volunteers to grow food for hunger 
relief.,,,Thank  you for your generous support. 
 
 

 

 
REMINDER:  FIND IT ON OUR WEBSITE 

TRICONCHURCH.ORG 
 
If you have recycled your paper copy of this 
Newsletter and then remember an article you 
wanted to save or are looking for a date you 
forgot to put on your calendar, you can always 
find it on our website.  Past and current 
newsletters are available there as well as a 
complete calendar of church events and lots of 
other important information about the church 
– check it out! 

 
 

ON-LINE GIVING  
AVAILABLE AT TRICON 

 

We are able to accept on-line donations and 
payments via our website – Triconchurch.org.  
On the homepage, you will see “Click here to 
make donations and pledge payments”.  You 
will have the option of transferring funds from 
your bank account or using a credit card.  You 
can make a one-time payment or set up 
recurring ones.  If you have any questions, 
please call or email Judy or Amy at the church 
office: (jwalpole@triconchurch.org or 
abruning@triconchurch.org). 

 
 

TRICON’S QR CODE 
 

This QR code automatically 
opens a special webpage on 
mobile devices (phones, iPads, etc.) that’s 
designed for smaller screens.  You can scan 
the code with your phone to make the process 
of giving to the church that much simpler. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

CONCORD NETWORK  
FOR AGING IN PLACE 

May 3,  2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
Fowler Library in West Concord 

May 4,  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
Harvey Wheeler Community Center 

These two meetings will focus on establishing 
a Concord Network for Aging in Place.  
Everyone is welcome to come and talk about 
expanding the social network for Concord 
seniors.  Questions:  978 369-4309, or 978 
369-5651. 
 
 

TWO EVENTS AT EMERSON HOSPITAL 
OLD AGE AIN’T FOR SISSIES 

Demystifying Elder Care 
Wednesday, May 3 – 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Light Dinner and Panel Discussion 
Are you confused about the options available to 
help you or your family navigate the aging 
journey?  Free and open to the public.  
Registration Required.  (978)287-3019  
 

THE DRIVING DILEMMA 
MAY 16, -- 5:30 pm  

Registration and Light Supper  
6:00 pm—7:30 pm Program 		

A program designed to help families and 
caregivers dealing with the challenges of safe 
driving and dementia.  For more information 
and a reservation: 978-866-4658. 
Free and open to the public.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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WHY JOIN TRICON? 

 

From the Membership Committee 
 
 
Why do families make the decision to join TriCon after attending for a number of years? 

 This year, we were thrilled to welcome several families who have been attending church 
faithfully, teaching in the Church School, and participating in church events but who had not gone 
through the process of joining TriCon. 
 

We asked Polly Meyer, who, with her husband, Christian, and their four boys, has been 
attending TriCon since 2008, why they made the decision to join in 2016.  “Life moves so fast that 
long term commitment to anything often becomes an afterthought,” reflected Polly.  “The counter to 
that though is a commitment to the few things we really care about eventually becomes apparent.  
And TriCon has become our family – a family that commits to us all the time.  We realized how 
important and meaningful it was for us to make that commitment to TriCon.  So here we are!” 
 
Why join the church?  

What is the difference between attending church and participating in church events and taking 
the step to become a member?  Practically speaking, as a member you have a voice and a vote at 
Annual Meeting and at all the meetings where decisions are made about the future of our church.  
The voices of our members are integral to the core congregational tenets of the church and ensure its 
future health and vitality.  
 

Secondly, only members can serve on a church committee.  This, in itself, may not seem like a 
compelling reason to join, given our very busy lives, but serving on a committee intensifies your 
church life experience.  Serving on a committee is an opportunity to make life-long friends and 
participate in the rich social fabric of our church.  TriCon also depends on the diverse talents and gifts 
of its members who serve as volunteers on its committees.  TriCon, as we know it, would cease to 
function without the support and expertise of our members.  
 

It’s one of the reasons Dave DeLong joined TriCon this spring.  “TriCon has been a central part 
of my life in Concord for more than a decade.  The youth group and mission trips had a huge impact 
on our daughters growing up but, being in an interfaith marriage, it was always easy to say “maybe 
next year”.  Well, “next year” finally came.  As empty nesters, I can see that TriCon is going to be even 
more central to my life, as I grow older in this town.  And it was time to declare myself committed to 
this wonderful faith community.”  
 
So, if you have been attending church for a while and feel ready to take “this next step”, let us know!  
Please contact Dale Ryder at dale.r.ryder@gmail.com or at 978-549-0238 or the church office anytime.  
We would love to hear from you! 

 

 

The deadline for the  
 June Newsletter  

is May 15. 
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Check out our May on-line Church School newsletter for detailed information about calendar 
programming as well as news, photos and announcements.  Church School newsletters can also be 
found on our TriCon website. 
 
If you are new and would like information about our Church School program, please contact Church 
School Director Carrie O’Brien at cobrien@triconchurch.org.  You may also visit our church website at 
www.triconchurch.org. 

 
 

Church School May 2017 Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 7th 
  8:45 a.m. – 7th and 8th Grade Neighboring Faiths Visits 
10:00 a.m. - Children’s Chapel in the Parish Hall followed by Church School 

 
Sunday, May 14th  
10:00 a.m. - Church School 
11:15 a.m. – SEEKERS NYC Presentation 

 
Sunday, May 21st 
  9:00 a.m. – 8th Grade Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. – 8th Grade Bibles and Church School 

 
Sunday, May 28th 
10:00 a.m. - Family Worship 
Childcare provided for children up to age five 
 
Church School resumes Sunday, June 4th 

 
 

Carrie O’Brien 
Church School Director 
cobrien@triconchurch.org 
978-369-4837, ext. 240 

 

 
Registration and Volunteer 

Opportunity Sign Ups  
for our 

2017 – 2018 
Church School program 

begin this month. 
 

Families ... 
look for information  
in your email inbox. 



 

 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

Sundays, May 7, 14, and 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH DISCUSSION GROUP 
 Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

 
 

Counting Our Blessings 
 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP  
 
 
One of our greatest blessings as a faith community is our 
members, young and old, long-time worshippers and those 
new to our midst.  Last month, our newsletter included a Call 
to Stewardship given by a member of our youth group.  This 

month, we are printing one given by Cynthia Schweppe, a 46-year member of our congregation.  She 
shares some interesting history and a message that endures over time. 
 
“I have been a Congregationalist all my life.  Back during the Second World War, my kindergarten 
Sunday School teacher taught me my first bit of theology, “God is Love”.  When my parents discovered 
that the girl who was becoming my best friend was Jewish, they made sure that I understood that God’s 
love extends to everybody, even those who were not Congregationalists.  You may remember that 
there was a lot of anti-Semitism at that time. 
 
That early teaching was so firmly entrenched in my psyche that during the ferment of the sixties I tried 
to find ways to express that love as I tended to my family.  It was in May of 1968 (a month after Martin 
Luther King was assassinated) at a national convention of the League of Women Voters that I heard 
Whitney Young, the African-American Executive Director of the National Urban League tell a story.  You 
may remember that a common way of demeaning African-Americans was to always call them by their 
first names.  Mrs. Young had hired a maid.  I can’t remember the maid’s name, but let’s call her Bessie 
Smith.  The maid introduced herself to the Whitney daughters as Bessie.  Mrs. Young spoke up.  “In this 
house she is Mrs. Smith”.  It was important to the Youngs to teach their daughters and their maid that 
she should be treated respectfully. 
 
Fast forward to the 80's when, by a fluke, I was the chair of the METCO Parents Council.  Our purpose 
was to expand opportunities for the parents of METCO students and the Concord and Carlisle host 
families to meet and get to know each other.  When we all got together, we suburbanites extended our 
friendship to the Boston parents and included them by calling them, as we called each other, by our 
first names. 
 
We were concerned that so few Boston parents came to meetings in Concord.  It turned out that they 
were frightened of getting stopped by police while driving out to the meetings.  I decided that it 
behooved me, as Chair, to go to meetings in Boston.  Make no mistake, I was scared to drive in Boston 
by myself in the dark, but I went.  I wanted to have an opportunity to show those parents who hadn’t 
come to Concord that we were friendly.  
 



 
In Boston I met many parents.  I was introduced to each of them by their title and last name.  They 
called each other by title and last name.  I was reminded of Whitney Young’s story.  I understood that 
they were to be treated respectfully and I did. 
 
This church continues to support our growth as individuals and institutions.  God is love and love 
includes respect.”   
 

 

 April Retreat in Crawford Notch 
 
How do you think about the miracle stories recorded in the Bible? Have you ever dropped everything 
to go in a new direction like the disciples of Jesus?  These were some of the many challenging 
questions that members of TriCon’s Anchor Group pondered and discussed during our recent 
 retreat in the White Mountains of NH. 
 
Ten men attended this year’s retreat 
on April 7-9th. Greeted on the drive 
up by a stunning rainbow early 
Friday morning, we started the 
weekend with breakfast at the Mt. 
Washington Hotel where Rev. Bob 
Brown informed us of the progress 
and plans for TriCon’s transition 
process.  This naturally led to 
ongoing discussions about the role 
of the Anchor Group as the church 
evolves. 
 
After checking into the Highland 
Center Lodge on Friday afternoon, 
we focused our afternoon discussion 
on male loneliness/isolation for men 
over 40, and the need for 
meaningful friendships outside of family, work, and other personal needs.  Our evening session was 
devoted to a complete oral reading of the Gospel of Mark, both to educate us about the life of Jesus, 
as well as to give us a complete picture of the gospel. 
 



 

On Saturday we engaged in lengthy and often very 
personal discussions about our reactions to the Gospel of 
Mark.  Topics ranged from the meaning of baptism to the 
twin conflicting needs of self-acceptance and self-
improvement. Many of us took away a new appreciation 
for the many layers of meaning in the story of Jesus’ life 
and his parables, and their relevance to our own faith 

journeys.  
 
Lest anyone thinks the weekend was all work, the group took full advantage of the beautiful location 
with daily hikes and walks.  Indeed, this was necessary given the wonderful meals coming out of the 
Lodge’s kitchen! 

 
The Anchor Group Retreat continues to be a powerful spiritual experience for the men of TriCon. 
Consider joining us next year!  Special thanks to Rev. Bob who stayed late on Saturday night, but 
was back at TriCon for the Sunday Mission Trip Commissioning service. 

                                                                                              RE:claim 
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   Pot-luck Supper  
    Sunday, May 7 

         5-7 PM in the Parish Hall 
 
 

 
The Transition Team invites you to the first church-wide event of Evolve 2017! This 
Spring event is designed to help us remember and tell the TriCon story together in a 



 

fun, family-friendly manner, and in so doing to reclaim our history and build upon it for 
a positive transition.  
 
We invite you to come together as a congregation to enjoy an old-fashioned pot-luck 
dinner.  Please bring a simple food dish to share.  After the meal, we’ll enjoy a skit on 
the earlier years of TriCon’s history, and then construct a timeline of formative events 
that occurred within the last fifty or so years.  
 
There will be special activities for children, along with build-your-own sundaes. 
 
Sign up for the Pot-luck in the Parish Hall or online. 

 
 
 

RE:claim 
                                      TriCon History and Ministry 

 
Sunday, May 21 

    5-7 PM          Pizza/Salad Supper 
    Parish Hall 
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The Transition Team invites you to the second church-wide event of Evolve 2017. It is 
designed to help us share our perspectives on TriCon’s ministry during the tenure of 
John Lombard.  
 
“Ministry” means what we did together – minister and members – as church in Christ’s 
name.  We intend to dialogue on questions such as:  What did we accomplish together?  
How did we relate and work together?  What would we like to change going forward?  
Our goal is to understand our history and build upon it for a positive transition.  
 
Come and share pizza and salad, enjoy some singing, and participate in guided 
conversations around the table with friends and congregants. 
 
Sign up for the Pizza/Salad Supper in the Parish Hall or online. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


