
 
 

 

June 2017 
Summer is nearly here which means that we at TriCon Church are wrapping up our program year.  
Children’s Church School winds up, committee meetings lessen, summer office hours go into effect and 
many of us head out of town to relax by the sea or maybe a lake or rural cabin in the woods.  It’s a time to 
re-connect with families and friends you think about all winter but have trouble spending time with during 
much of the other months.  I hope all of us can slow down the pace, relax expectations of productivity and 
consciously appreciate the beauty of summer in New England. 
 
Personally I look forward to being home in the evenings and Sunday afternoons.  Jean, Vickie and I will 
still be designing worship and preaching each Sunday, but the pace is slower and the services more 
informal.  This gives me precious time to ponder and reflect on the whirlwind of the past 9 months!  It has 
been wisely said that life is only a reflection of what we allow ourselves to see.  I find that careful 
reflection on past events to be a critically important factor toward expanding my sight.  The American 
philosopher John Dewey wrote, “We do not learn from experience…we learn from reflecting on 
experience.”  I agree, but it’s exceedingly difficult to do when you’re caught in the whirlwind!  I suspect 
many of you have a similar conflict.  It takes time to unwind, settle, breathe, observe, pray and ponder.   
So this summer, I’m planning to intentionally make time for spiritual reflection so that I might learn from 
this past year and hopefully apply that learning to what’s ahead.  

Many of you will be away for much of the summer months and I hope you too will take time for 
reflection.  There are lots of spiritual practices that enhance this experience.  Some are exceedingly simple 
while others take a particular discipline.  Many of us regularly practice some form of specific 
contemplation techniques.  In fact, it turns out that we have a wide variety of individual spiritual 
practitioners among our community.  The varied techniques include walking or biking, paddling or 
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swimming, being prayerfully still and present to the moment, slowly reading scripture, poetry or spiritual material; 
anything that invokes the wonder of Divine Presence.  I find walking slowly along the shore, treasure hunting for 
beach glass enormously contemplative. Also I like to take out my camera at sunset and carefully photograph the 
smallest detail of a blooming flower just as the sun exhales the last breath of light.  These moments seem to create the 
space needed for open reflection and spiritual listening. 
 
Very soon you will receive in your mailbox a booklet produced by the Christian Education Committee filled with 
techniques of specific spiritual practices used by some of us here at TriCon.  I hope you’ll look through the book and 
maybe try one, two or even all of these suggestions.  You can try these as a family, with a partner or in personal 
solitude.  The point is to simply realize that even while you’re away from TriCon Church, God’s presence will be with 
you.  We are hoping to hear stories about your experience reflecting, pondering and simply allowing yourself to steep 
in the presence of our God like never before.      
 
As a church, we have come a long way together this past year and experienced many joys and sorrows.  
Personally, socially and professionally, many of us 
have both gained and lost.  The pendulum of change 
swings fully both ways.  At TriCon Church we are 
learning to courageously adapt to change even as we 
closely examine, question and critique what it means to 
be a relevant, vibrant and sustaining church.  It has 
been very encouraging to observe how so many of us 
are finding our place of ministry and committed 
involvement in our TriCon community.  You are 
reliably showing up to lend a hand, saying yes to a 
committee position or special project, attending 
meetings to organize events, freely sharing 
observations, and listening deeply to one another. Even 
in the whirlwind, our vibrancy and outreach continue 
to thrive as relationships deepen. We continue to grow 
in Spirit and discover even greater meaning and richer 
blessings in following in the Way of Christ, who taught 
us how to serve one another, welcome the stranger, 
feed the hungry, bless the marginalized and comfort the afflicted.  We will continue gently moving 
forward through the summer months, reflecting on what has gone before and imagining what might be 
ahead.  But as we do, let us all be sure to rejuvenate our spirit and tenderly nurture our soul.  May we be 
filled with gratitude for all the good things God has blessed us with and when we reunite in September we 
will celebrate our renewal and continue forward as the Spirit of our Living God leads us on. 
 
ENJOY! 
Rev. Bob Brown – Acting Senior Minister 
 
 
 
 

P.S. as you come in and out of town don’t forget to stop by and share a story or two 
 

 

If I take the wings of  

the morning and 

           settle  
at the farthest limits of the sea,  

even there  
Your hand shall lead me. 

Psalm 139:9-10 
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MARKERS ALONG THE JOURNEY 
Transition Team Updates & Comments 

 
From Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift 

 
Over the last few months at 
TriCon you have probably been 
hearing the phrase “spiritual 
discernment” more often.  
Well, as far back as the 
1660s, the goal of church 
meetings within the 
Congregationalist tradition – 

the form of church from which TriCon gets its 
full name and form of governance – was 
spiritual discernment. These early 
Congregationalists would gather to meet and 
make decisions together, because they 
believed they became better able to discern 
the will of God together.  Also being informed 
by scripture and shaped by prayer, they 
listened for the voice of the Holy Spirit through 
the voices of their fellow members. 
 
In 1957 the Congregationalists united with 
three other church groups to form the United 
Church of Christ (UCC) – TriCon’s 
denomination – and basically they kept the 
same congregational form of decision-making. 
The UCC constitution, for instance, declares 
Jesus Christ to be “the sole head of the 
church,” so in its life together it attempts to 
follow “the mind of Christ” (Philippians 2:5), 
once again by listening to the Holy Spirit 
through the deliberations of the gathered 
body and reaching consensus whenever 
possible. 
 
Therefore, while Congregationalist decision-
making influenced democratic forms in New 
England, and democracy is one type of 
discernment, the church’s way is not the same 
thing as that of a secular democracy. As 
powerfully important and good as it is to be 
 
 

From The Transition Team 
 
As we hope most of you know by now, we 
have developed a thoughtful, intentional 
process of transitioning, which we are calling 
Evolve.  We have identified four seasons of 
this process and hope that our work will draw 
to a conclusion in the Winter of 2018.  This 
plan has been unanimously supported by the 
Diaconate and our Church Council and 
shared with the congregation after our 
worship service on April 30th. 
 
Thank you for your participation in our two 
May Evolve events, the Potluck Supper (co-
hosted with our fabulous Fellowship 
Committee), “Telling the TriCon Story”, and 
our Pizza Supper, “The Way We Were:  
Together in Ministry”.  The purpose of these 
events was to honor and celebrate the proud 
story of our history and ministry.  Through 
our work (and eating) we developed a shared 
awareness of our past that provides a strong 
basis for us to move firmly into our future.  
For those of you who missed out on the fun 
and sharing, please look for our summary of 
the events as handouts in the parish hall or 
on our website.  Our TV, on the wall inside 
the Hubbard Street entrance, is full of photos, 
so you can feel as though you were with us.  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the summer begins we enter into Season 
Two of Evolve, RE:flecting, which we hope will 
provide us with opportunities to experience  
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engaged in our democratic institutions, such 
as participation in Town Meeting, the church’s 
unique gift to the world in terms of coming to 
decisions is not voting up or down on business 
according to majority rule and letting the chips 
fall where they may, nor is the 
Congregationalist way simply about knowing 
our own individual minds and lobbying for our 
personal preferences as today’s culture shapes 
us to do. The UCC (Congregationalists) seeks 
to make decisions by discerning together what 
God wants them to do in a particular situation 
at a particular time. 
 
Besides the obvious benefit of close 
relationship with the Divine, this heritage is 
why I encourage TriCon to cultivate spiritual 
practices and connection.  By doing so, we 
become more comfortable with and able over 
time to ascertain and follow the lead of the 
mysterious Holy Spirit, especially when it 
comes time for the congregation to make the 
major decision about its purpose going 
forward and compatible pastoral leadership. 
This is also why the Transition Team will be 
encouraging members and friends of TriCon 
to try out and adopt spiritual practices over the 
summer season of Evolve 2017.  Whether we 
are near or far from each other over the 
summer months, we can be connected in the 
Spirit and grow in wisdom.  
 
Prayerfully,  
Jean  
 

       

Spiritual Discernment in our Community.  
Over the summer we plan on introducing, 
with the help of the Christian Education 
Committee, means of taking up personal and 
group spiritual practices. 
 
Meanwhile our committee will continue its 
work of inviting conversations with 
individuals.  We hope to be hearing what 
helps them grow spiritually, as well as any 
thoughts or comments they have.  We will be 
organizing focus groups toward the same 
end, hoping to give an opportunity for all of 
us to speak out and be heard. 
 
As always, we are available to hear any and all 
comments you may have about the 
transitioning process. 
 
YOUR TRANSITION TEAM 
 
Jane Turner Michael, Chair 
Charity Tremblay, Vice Chair 
Nick Bruning 
Cynthia Schweppe 
Andrew Thut 
 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
 
RE:flect 
Spiritual Discernment 
in Community. 
 
The Christian Education 
Committee is producing a 
booklet of spiritual practices 
for your use and enjoyment 
over this summer.  Stay tuned for more 
details. 
 
There is also talk of holding some social 
summer events for connection and 
storytelling.  Keep up through the website, 
email, and snail mail. 
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 JUNE 4   Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Robert Brown and  
PENTECOST  COMMUNION   Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift preaching 

 WEAR RED!!!! 
 

JUNE 11 Service at 10:00 a.m. Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift preaching 
 Mother’s Day 
 

 JUNE 18  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Robert Brown preaching 
 BAPTISM 
  

 JUNE 25  Service at 10:00 a.m. Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift preaching  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                           
SUMMER SERVICES IN OUR  

AIR-CONDITIONED  
 PARISH HALL 

Come and worship with us this summer.  We have a number 
of comfortable chairs with arms for those who may find the folding 
chairs a little challenging – we’re saving a seat for you! 

 
Due to construction at West Concord Union Church this summer, the members of WCUC will 

be worshipping with us on Sundays, July 23 and 30 and Sundays, August 6 and 13.   

  

 

On Sunday, June 4th, 
the Fellowship Committee will host a 

Strawberry Festival! 
Enjoy hot dogs, chips, munchies and 

strawberry shortcake! 
Plan to stay after worship & enjoy!  
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4 – PENTECOST 
WEAR RED!!! 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO 
TRICON! 

Whether you are just 
visiting, looking to find a church home or still 
feeling your way after several visits, we 
encourage you to pick up brochures and other 
information in the parish hall or the church 
entry, and to come for refreshments in the 
parish hall following the service.  
 
You are welcome to participate in any of our 
church programs and activities and to sign up 
your children for Church School or youth 
programs.  For more information, contact 
Christian Education Director, Carrie O’Brien or 
Youth Leader, Nick Bruning.  Call the church 
office if you have any questions. 
 

New Members Join TriCon 
Sunday, June 4 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
ATTENTION MEN OF THE 

CHURCH 
  Join the Anchor Group 

 
The Anchor Group meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 a.m. in 
the church parlor.  The Anchor Group is a 
group for men of all ages who discuss and 
share issues of religion and spirituality in light 
of contemporary culture.  Any questions, email 
Greg Howes at howes2012@gmail.com. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 

SILENCE IN THE STORM:  
A WEEKLY MEDITATION GROUP 

 
When: Mondays, 10 A.M.-11:30 A.M.  

in the Church Parlor 
 
Looking for a quiet space for meditation and 
prayer?  We meet weekly in the church parlor. 
We explore both guided and unguided 
meditation and prayer with music and 
occasional speakers.  We mainly seek to find  
and honor the present.  It is an exercise in 
being, rather than doing.  For more information, 
please contact Liz Crowell at 
Lbencma@gmail.com or 781-608-4765.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
CAREGIVERS GROUP 

 
The TriCon Caregivers Group is an opportunity 
for parishioners and friends in caregiving roles 
to come together to share accomplishments and 
failures, joys and sorrows, laughter and hope, as 
well as information about caring for others and 
ourselves.   
 
If the role of caregiver is part of your life, please 
consider joining the TriCon Caregivers Group.  
We will meet on Wednesdays, June 7 and 21 
at 10:00 a.m. in the church parlor.  Call the 
church office (978 369-4837) for more 
information. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 
We will be celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism 
during the worship service on Fathers’ Day, 
Sunday, June 18.  If you are interested in having 
your child baptized, or you would like to be 
baptized yourself, please contact the church 
office by June 10. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

The deadline for the  
 July Newsletter  

is June 15. 
 



 

UPCOMING PIANO CONCERTS 
 

WEN-YEE HO 
Friday, June 16 - 2:00 p.m. 

in the TriCon Sanctuary 
 

Wen-yee Ho will present a piano concert featuring works by Rachmaninoff, Chopin, Schumann  
and Liszt. 
 
Born and raised in Hong Kong, Mrs. Ho retired after a long career in teaching French at Harvard 
University and Tufts University.   Since her retirement, she has been participating in International 
Piano Competitions, both in the U.S. and in Europe.  She won the Chopin award in Washington D.C, 
the Gold Medal and the Franz Liszt award in Seattle, and 2nd Prize in St. Petersburg, Russia.   In the 
past seven years, she has performed in Washington D.C., Boston, Middlebury, VT, Florence, Italy, 
Fontainebleau, France, and St. Petersburg, Russia.  
 
Mrs. Ho has delighted audiences here with her incredible talent on previous occasions - don’t miss 
this opportunity to enjoy a wonderful musical treat.  The concert is free and open to the public.  

 
 
                                                                
 
 

JACQUELINE SCHWAB 
Sunday, June 18 during and following the Service of Worship 

 
Renowned pianist Jacqueline Schwab will be a special guest musician for our worship service on 
Sunday, June 18.  Following the service she will present a short concert of delightful music to 
celebrate Father’s Day. 
 
Jacqueline’s signature style defies easy categorization, fitting somewhere in the crossover between 
folk, traditional, classical and new age music.  Her inspirations are traditional music of England, 
Scotland, Ireland, and America, blues, vintage tangos, Bach’s dance suites, nineteenth-century parlor 
piano, and the turn of the twentieth century sounds of Satie, Debussy and Bartok. 
 
The emotional expressiveness of her playing led Ken Burns to hire her for numerous public television 
documentaries, including The Civil War, Baseball, and Mark Twain.  She performed for President 
Clinton at the White House in 1997 to celebrate Burns’ Lewis and Clark series and also at the 
Smithsonian in 2000 to celebrate its exhibition on the Presidency.  In 2009 she accompanied Scottish 
singer Jean Redpath on The Late Show with David Letterman.  She has also toured the USA and 
England to inspire people on the country dance floor through her performances with the Bare 
Necessities group and as a dance caller. 
 
Ms. Schwab lives on Cape Cod and is married to a UU minister, who is also a lawyer and an avid player 
of concertina, fiddle and banjo. 



  Page 8                                  Trinitarian Congregational Church Newsletter                               June 2017 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
Were you born in 1937  

or earlier?  
 

If so, you’re invited to a party  
on Thursday, June 23rd! 

 
Every year, the Caring Connection holds an 
annual Birthday Luncheon for all those in our 
congregation who are at least 80 years young. 
It will take place this year on Friday, June 23rd. 
 
If you qualify but didn’t get an invitation, 
please call the church office so we can be sure 
you are included in this fun event. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 

47TH ANNUAL       
ANTIQUE SHOW & SALE 

 
Friday, November 3 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

     Saturday, November 4 
        10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 
See the September and October Newsletters 
for opportunities to volunteer during this All-
Church event. 
 

      ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
LIFE CHANGES 

 
NEW BABY 

 

We welcome Margot Schnitzer Holmes, born 
on May 22 to Sara (Schnitzer) and Ryan        
Holmes.  Beaming grandparents are Sally and 
Michael Schnitzer. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
ANNOUNCING THE 2017 

 

Al Filipov Peace & Justice Forum 
Sunday, September 17 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
The Al Filipov Peace & Justice Forum is pleased to announce its next speaker and recipient of the Al 
Filipov Peace and Justice Award, Michael Murphy, co-founder of MASS Design Group, a non-profit 
architectural and research firm. The Forum will be held on Sunday, September 17 at 4 p.m.  
 
MASS Design Group’s mission is to "research, build, and advocate for architecture that promotes 
justice and human dignity”.   Working alongside Dr. Paul Farmer of Partners in Health and the 
Rwandan Ministry of Health, MASS Design conceived of The Butaro District Hospital, a project 
where local workers helped build a new facility with indigenous materials using local construction 
techniques.  The collaborative process, led to the creation of a beautiful state-of-the-art hospital and 
helped to renew the spirit of a community still recovering from the horrors of the 1990’s genocide.   
 
The Forum honors the memory of Al Filipov, a beloved member of our church who died in the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.   Al believed in the power of the individual to make a 
difference in the world. The Filipov Award is given each year to an individual who embodies Al’s spirit 
and commitment to justice and peace. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 
 

       
 
TriCon has a YouTube channel. 
Search "TriConChurch Concord" 

and SUBSCRIBE! 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
RECOGNIZING 

OUR GRADUATES 
 

We would like to 
recognize our newest 
class of high school graduates with an insert in 
the bulletin and the July newsletter with brief 
bios detailing their interests and future plans.  
Parents of high school seniors will receive an 
email or a letter asking for the information for 
this insert.  If you have a youth graduating this 
year and you have not heard from us, please 
call the church office so that we may include 
your son or daughter.  Bios should be 
submitted ASAP to abruning@triconchurch.org. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PARSONAGE SALE 
 

Based on the current and growing preference 
for clergy to live in their own home and receive 
a housing allowance rather than residing in a 
church parsonage, the Congregational Meeting 
in December approved the sale of our church 
parsonage on Brook Trail Road in Concord.   
 
Thanks to Jim Davidian who prepared the 
house for sale and Bob Clarke who oversaw the 
needed new septic installation, the house went  

on the market in early March and we accepted 
an offer shortly thereafter with the closing 
occurring in late April.  We are very grateful to 
three church members, Barbara Lynch, Jeanne 
Burton and Amy Barrett and their firm, 
Barrett/Sotheby’s for handling the sale on a pro 
bono basis. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
SUMMER OFFICE 

HOURS 
 
 

Beginning Monday, 
June 26,  

the Church Office 
will be open 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

With summer 
vacations at hand, 
please notify the 
church office at 978 
369-4837 of any 
pastoral care 
situations or 

hospitalizations (be sure to give us your room 
number if you do call).  Anyone entering a 
hospital who desires pastoral care and has not 
notified the church office must indicate a 
“congregational affiliation” as part of their 
hospital admission intake interview if they would 
like a pastoral visit. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Lavender colored OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 
2017 are now available in the parish hall.  Please 
take as many or as few as you need.  If you use 
cash, kindly put your name on the envelope. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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THANK YOU TO: 
  

THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
Many thanks to the members of the Fellowship 
Committee for hosting the lovely Mother’s Day 
Tea on May 5, the Pot Luck Supper (just two 
days later) and helping with the Pizza/Salad 
dinner on May 21.  Thank you Brooke 
Redmond, Holly Salemy, Kara Chappie, Pam 
Brown, Hilary Robinson and Noelle Valentine. 

 
KATHY FLYNN 

Kathy Flynn, who is retiring after 12 years as 
Co-Chair of the Caring Connection, was 
recognized at the May 14th worship service for 
her many years of service to our caring 
ministry.  In presenting Kathy with a framed 
picture of the church, her co-chair, Cynthia 
LaMothe said, “Kathy is one of the most caring, 
thoughtful, dedicated and conscientious 
persons I know; Kathy, you have done so 
much!” 

 
THE CONGREGATION 

Please know how very much I appreciate the 
prayers of healing, care and concern you all 
have shown me. The Caring Connection once 
again has provided the most delicious meals to 
give Milt a much appreciated hand with the 
cooking. Truly being a Trinitarian is 
nourishment for the soul, as well as providing 
a comforting meal, and we thank you very 
much! 
 
Becky Schwenk  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
If you would like to donate flowers for a Sunday 
service in 2017, you may sign up on the flower 
chart in the parish hall or online. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

EASTER OFFERING UPDATE 
 
We are pleased to report that our Easter offering 
of $6,200 was sent to MetroWest Legal Services 
which provides legal advocacy to protect and 
advance the rights of the poor, elderly, disabled 
and other disenfranchised people in our area 
and to assist them in obtaining legal, social and 
economic justice. 
 
Your generosity will assist them in offering free 
legal services in the areas of Family Law, 
Housing, Homeless Advocacy, Government 
Benefits (including Social Security), Education, 
Elder Law and Immigration. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
DADDY’S HOME 2 

 
As most of you know by 
now, Paramount Pictures 
was in town recently 
filming a comedy 
starring Will Farrell, Mark 
Wahlberg, John Lithgow 
and Mel Gibson and Our 
Church!  Filming on our 
lawn captured the front 
of our sanctuary and a manger constructed for a 
Christmas scene.  The film is due to be released 
in mid-November. 
 
“Extras” were accommodated in our parish hall 
and sanctuary during the wait times.  The 
church received a nice rental fee and the 
location managers were extremely responsive 
and responsible – a pleasant experience all 
around! 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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REMINDER:  FIND IT ON OUR 

WEBSITE TRICONCHURCH.ORG 
 
If you have recycled your paper copy of this 
Newsletter and then remember an article you 
wanted to save or are looking for a date you 
forgot to put on your calendar, you can always 
find it on our website.  Past and current 
newsletters are available there as well as a 
complete calendar of church events and lots of 
other important information about the church 
– check it out! 

 

 
 
 

ON-LINE GIVING  
AVAILABLE AT TRICON 

 
We are able to accept on-line donations and 
payments via our website – Triconchurch.org.  
On the homepage, you will see “Click here to 
make donations and pledge payments”.  You 
will have the option of transferring funds from 
your bank account or using a credit card.  You 
can make a one-time payment or set up 
recurring ones.  If you have any questions, 
please call or email Judy or Amy at the church 
office: (jwalpole@triconchurch.org or 
abruning@triconchurch.org). 

 
 

TRICON’S QR CODE 
 

This QR code automatically 
opens a special webpage on 
mobile devices (phones, iPads, etc.) that’s 
designed for smaller screens.  You can scan 
the code with your phone to make the process 
of giving to the church that much simpler. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SERMONS ON LINE 
 

  You can HEAR SERMONS   
on line by going to 

www.triconchurch.org 
OR 

Facebook.com and search  
Trinitarian Congregational Church 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Check out our June on-line Church School newsletter for detailed information about calendar 
programming as well as news, photos and announcements.  Church School newsletters can also be 
found on our TriCon website. 
 
If you are new and would like information about our Church School program, please contact Church 
School Director, Carrie O’Brien, at cobrien@triconchurch.org.  You may also visit our church website at 
www.triconchurch.org. 

 
Church School June 2017 Calendar 

 

Sunday, June 4th 
  Last Day of Church School 
10:00 a.m. - Children’s Chapel in the Parish Hall  
10:15 a.m. - Church School Field Day 
11:15 a.m. – All Church Strawberry Festival 

 
Sundays, June 11th – September 3rd 
10:00 a.m. – Family Worship 
11:15 a.m. – SEEKERS NYC Presentation 

 
Church School resumes Sunday, September 10th 
 

   TRICON SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
 

Beginning Monday, June 19th 
Although the Church School office is closed over the summer, Carrie will be busy planning for next  
year and will be checking emails.   
 

 
Carrie O’Brien, Church School Director 
cobrien@triconchurch.org 

  978-369-4837, ext. 240

 
 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group End of Year Party - Sunday, June 11, 1-3pm at the Meyers’ 

 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH DISCUSSION GROUP 
 Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 
Registration  

and Volunteer Opportunity Sign Ups  
for our 2017 – 2018 

Church School program begin soon. 
 

Families ... 
look for information in your email inbox. 



 

 
Counting Our Blessings 

 
 Church Finances 101 

 
Chapter 1:  How is the church funded? 
 
Pledges and gifts from parishioners account for 82.5% of the 
church’s income, rental income contributes 10% and income 

from endowments makes up the remaining 7.5%.  There are no other sources of funding. 
 
Pledges and gifts: 
This year, we have 336 pledging units and the average pledge is $2,225.  We have 26 pledges over 
$6,000 and 32 pledges of less than $300.  There is a chart of the complete breakdown of pledges in 
the Stewardship Report in the Annual Report.  Approximately $8,000 comes from cash donations 
received in the plate collection. 
 
Gifts are always welcomed and the Finance Committee inserts a line in the budget based on 
expectations for a modest number of such gifts, but the budget must be based on pledges received; 
therefore the best way to support the church is to make a pledge.  A church pledge is not a legal 
commitment; it can always be changed if circumstances dictate. 
 
Rental Income: 
In addition to our two tenants, LEAP Pre-school and SprInt PCS which has a cell tower in our steeple, 
we have long standing relationships with a business networking group that holds weekly meetings 
and a cello teacher offering lessons twice a week.  Other short-term renters include the Concord 
Garden Club, Concord Chorus, music recitals and special events.  We also offer our facilities on a rent-
free basis to many non-profit community organizations, such as The Community Chest, Domestic 
Violence Services, MetroWest Legal Service, Concord- Carlisle Community Chest and others. 
 
Endowment Income: 
We have two endowment funds that are sources of income for our annual budget.  The General 
Endowment Fund was established in 1908 and contributions have been added over the years for a 
total of $378,189.  With market growth and careful management, this fund has a current value of 
$1,197,304 and contributed slightly less than 4% of the value to help fund last year’s budget. 
 
The Clergy Endowment Fund was established with the sale of our Laurel Street parsonage in 2012 and 
the income from it is earmarked to help defer the cost of clergy housing allowances.  The proceeds 
from the recent sale of the Brook Trail parsonage will be added to this fund and the income used for 
the same purpose.  As with the General Endowment, the Finance Committee expects to withdraw a 
prudent 4% toward the operating budget. 
 
Coming next month – Chapter 2:  Expenditures 
 
Questions? Contact Stewardship Committee Chair, Jeff Campbell or Finance Committee Chair, Betsy 
Veidenheimer 
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