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The fuel for this inward journey is prayer.
Many people tell me they’re “no good at
prayer”. I don’t think prayer is ever
something we’re “good at” it’s simply
admitting our weakness and releasing all
desire into God’s hands. Prayer is trusting
that Jesus is not indifferent to our concerns.
Prayer is sitting in silence and listening
from the depth of your soul.

This is the time of year that I catch myself
gazing out the window, staring longingly at
the dull, monochromatic tangle of bare
lifeless trees. I yearn for longer warmer
days and the first sighting of buds popping
from the branches. Even though I know
that spring will eventually come, the waiting
wears on me. It helps to remember that,
even now, the life-giving sap is percolating
up the tree trunks fueling new life.
This internal melancholy and hopeful
yearning is like my journey through Lent.
Deep within me I know we are headed for
new life, but the path to resurrection must
first cross through Passion Week. We will
recall how Jesus innocently suffered and
willingly endured the agonizing humiliation
of crucifixion. We will vividly recall how
Jesus emptied himself in solidarity with all
who suffer. God on the cross is God
enduring suffering.
This is the Lenten journey; a time of
recognizing the reality of our brokenness
and frailty, a time when we must admit our
powerlessness and put our trust in a God
who became human so that humans might
know God and push past our fear to live our
faith in new ways.

On Ash Wednesday we set up a prayer
station in the sanctuary. You are welcome
to come and sit, light a candle and simply
dwell with God in this sacred holy space.
Maybe stop by during the day or come 10
minutes early to your committee meeting. If
you can’t get to the church during the week,
please light a candle and pray with us in
your own home.

As we anticipate the wonder of resurrection,
God is inviting us into a deeper relationship.
We may live in a Good Friday world, but…
Easter is coming!

Rev Bob Brown

March 4
COMMUNION

Service at 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Robert Brown preaching

March 11

Service at 10:00 a.m.

MISSION TRIP SERVICE

March 18

Service at 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Robert Brown preaching

March 25
PALM SUNDAY

Processional from Heywood Meadow prior to the service - 9:45 a.m.
Service at 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Robert Brown and
Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 8:00 p.m.
Tenebrae Service
Music by the Senior Choir
Good Friday Service, March 30 at noon
EASTER SUNDAY, April 1
Sunrise Service 6:30 a.m. at the North Bridge
A continental breakfast will be served at the church
following this service.
Traditional Easter Services
9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Robert Brown and Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift
Childcare for preschool children;
Older children are invited to attend worship with their families.

MARKERS ALONG THE JOURNEY
Search Committee Updates & Comments
REFLECTIONS FROM
JEAN VANDERGRIFT
TriCon and other congregations use the word
“membership” to signal a commitment to Jesus
Christ lived out through the church. The term
carries various connotations in our culture,
too, some of which fit well enough with the
concept of being a church member, and others
not.

For example, if “membership” in the church is
equated with being a member of a club or
organization, it can take on characteristics that
go against the values of the church. It might
represent one who is “in” as contrasted to
those who are “out,” one who is entitled to
certain goods and services by virtue of being
on the rolls and paying dues, and one who
takes part in decision-making and leadership
to gain status or just to meet the club’s
minimum expectations.
Membership in the church is more analogous
to being a member of a family or a team, that
is, in the sense of being “one for all and all for
one” as they work together to reach their goal.
This comparison also falls short, however, in
that the church is always open to new
members.
When the apostle Paul introduced the idea of
the church as the Body of Christ, the image
offered an organic, spiritual connection to
Jesus Christ and to one another as members of
the body. In this picture of membership,
members are interdependent. They exercise
unique functions and work together
dynamically. Like cells multiplying, the body

adds and adapts to new members with joy. All
along, the Body moves and reaches out to the
world through its members, activated by the
Holy Spirit, at the direction of the living Christ.
When TriCon operates under the concept of the
church as the Body of Christ, the meaning and
practice of membership is also enhanced.
During baptisms, members of the congregation
attach to those who are baptized, promising to
help raise them in the faith. At Confirmation,
young people make their own educated decision
about Jesus Christ, and when they commit, they
become active members of his body, the church,
joining in the discernment of the will of Christ,
voting alongside fellow members on the
decisions that move the church forward.
Christians remain active members in the Body of
Christ through the years by staying connected
through worship, giving, and participation.
Other members help them do so by
communication and encouragement. TriCon
also welcomes new people who desire to stand
with it, to contribute to fulfilling its call, and to
grow in Christ. They are incorporated into this
local expression of the Body of Christ either by
baptism, transfer, or reactivation of
membership. Most of all, together, we flourish!
Grace for the Journey,
Jean

FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE

At our Annual Meeting on Sunday 2/11, Prescott
Stewart, chair of the Search Committee, updated
the congregation on the deliberate and
thoughtful process it is following. The
Committee considers their representation of the
entire TriCon church family in the search for a
settled minister to be a sacred honor.

Accomplishments
In late January, the Church Council approved
a final TriCon Church Profile, which was
submitted to both the Mass Conference of
the UCC and Rev. Bob Brown.
• The committee met with Rev. Wendy Vander
Hart, Associate Conference Minister of the
Mass Conference of the UCC for orientation
to the UCC “Search and Call” process and to
the resources it offers to support
congregations.
• After review of the TriCon Church Profile,
Rev. Brown indicated his desire to be
considered for the position of Settled Senior
Minister at TriCon.
• The Mass Conference of the UCC released
Rev. Brown’s Ministerial Profile to the Search
Committee.
•

February 2018: The Search Committee is
developing a deliberate and mindful process
for evaluating candidates, including Rev. Brown
as the first, and possibly only, candidate. As
Prescott noted, “each member of the Search
Committee comes to this process with
personal opinions and bias; but we have
committed to ‘checking these biases at the
door.’” He added that the Search Committee
goes by a group mantra: Trust the Process.

Next Steps
Candidate Evaluation and Selection –
March 2018+: In March the Search
Committee will conduct a “mock interview” with
a newly-settled minister with the guidance of
Rev. Vander Hart, in preparation. The
Committee will next interview Rev. Brown. It
anticipates multiple interviews with him.

Throughout this process, the Search Committee
is committed to transparency with the TriCon
congregation, within the bounds of respecting
the confidentiality of the interview and
evaluation process. The Search Committee
welcomes questions from our church family
throughout this process.
Submitted by Ellen Quackenbush,
Search Committee Communications

YOUR SEARCH COMMITTEE
Matt Boger
Peter Bruning
Michele Forinash
Loretta Filipov
Paul Mahoney
Ellen Quackenbush
Prescott Stewart, Chair
Jane Turner Michael
The role of the Search Committee is to work
on the congregation’s behalf - as your entrusted
representatives. The members will review Rev.
Brown’s Profile and compare it to the Church
Profile, do reference checks and other vetting,
and will undertake interviews. In other words,
they will discern through give-and-take with him
and each other the nuances of how his
candidacy compares to TriCon’s adopted Vision
and Priorities. Thus this group will be privy to
information that was not available to the
congregation in December 2016, and with this
information, they will prayerfully come to a
recommendation.

Emerge 2018 Info Session
Sunday March 18
After Worship

M ISSIO N T R IP
F U N D R A ISIN G /
T H A N K YO U

D IN N E R

!

Saturday, March 3rd
6:00PM

Last Day to sign up is March 1st!

online at triconchurch.org or by calling the church office
$20/person
$15/seniors and children

*Dedicated Donations*

Mission Trip Service will be Sunday, March 11th, 10:00 AM
*We will run a supporter page in the bulletin*
I/We wish to support the TriCon Youth Mission Trip with the enclosed $____________!
(Please write Mission Trip on the memo portion of your check)

___we already made a donation
Please list our names and message as follows:
Given by: ________________________________________________________________
In memory of: ____________________________________________________________
In celebration of: _________________________________________________________
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Important Mission Trip Dates this Month
Saturday, March 3rd Mission Trip Dinner, 6 PM, Parish Hall
see reverse for details
Sunday, March 11th Mission Trip Service, 10 AM
an energetic and moving service put on by the Mission Trip Team
39 high-schoolers and 8 adult leaders traveled to Pharr, TX ...
come hear their stories!
We will run a Supporter Page in the Service Bulletin on March
11th. You can “dedicate your donation” if you like, by calling the
church office or returning the form on the other side.

Youth Group in March
Sundays, March 4th, 18th, and 25th
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
(NO youth group on March 11th - day of MT service)

Discussion Group meets most Wednesday evenings
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Text Nick at 978.618.1629 with any questions
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
WELCOME TO TRICON!

Whether you are just visiting, looking to find a church home or still feeling
your way after several visits, we encourage you to pick up brochures and
other information in the parish hall or the church entry, and to come for
refreshments in the parish hall following the service.
You are welcome to participate in any of our church programs and activities and to sign up your
children for Church School or youth programs. For more information, contact Christian Education
Director, Carrie O’Brien or Youth Leader, Nick Bruning. Call the church office if you have any questions.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Welcoming Coffees

for those who are new to our church
Sunday, March 4 – following the worship service in the church parlor
Sunday, April 8 - following the worship service in the church parlor

New Member Brunch
Sunday, May 20 – for those interested in exploring church membership
________________________________________________________________

New Members Joining
Sunday, June 3 – during the worship service

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Friday, March 2, 2018 - 11:00 a.m.
West Concord Union Church
AN INTERFAITH SERVICE
Written by the women of Suriname
followed by a light luncheon

World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a worldwide ecumenical movement of women of many faith
traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer on the first Friday in
March each year with a different country serving as the writer of the World Day of Prayer
worship service. For 2018, that country is Suriname. This is an opportunity to take part in
a beautiful worldwide service right here in Concord.
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SILENCE IN THE STORM:
A WEEKLY MEDITATION GROUP
When: Mondays, 10:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
(note new time)
in the Church Parlor
Looking for a quiet space for meditation and
prayer? We meet weekly in the church parlor.
We explore both guided and unguided
meditation and prayer with music and
occasional speakers. We mainly seek to find
and honor the present. It is an exercise in
being, rather than doing.
For more information, please contact Liz
Crowell at Lbencma@gmail.com or
781-608-4765.
_____________________________________________________________________________

March 2018

DAYLIGHT
SAVING TIME
Set your
clocks ahead
one hour
at 2:00 a.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 11

CAREGIVERS GROUP
The TriCon Caregivers Group is an opportunity
for parishioners and friends in caregiving roles
to come together to share accomplishments
and failures, joys and sorrows, laughter and
hope, as well as valuable information about
how to care for others and ourselves.
If the role of caregiver is part of your life,
please consider joining the TriCon Caregivers
Group. We will meet on Wednesdays,
March 7 and 21 at 10:00 a.m. in the church
parlor. Call the church office (978 369-4837)
for more information.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The deadline for the
April Newsletter
is March 15.

ATTENTION
MEN OF THE CHURCH
Join the Anchor Group
The Anchor Group meets on the first and
third Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 a.m. in
the church parlor. The Anchor Group is a
group for men of all ages who discuss and
share issues of religion and spirituality in light
of contemporary culture. Any questions, email
Greg Howes at howes2012@gmail.com.
__________________________________________________________________________
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From the Diaconate:
PRAYERS IN OUR PROGRESS
Our Search Committee has been hard at work
creating an important spiritual connection with
each other and becoming familiar with the
profile of our church in preparation for
conducting the Search Process.
This talented and committed Search
Committee will invest many hours, days and
weeks fulfilling their charge. As we enter into
this exciting "next phase" of our search, we
invite you to continue with your prayers of
gratitude and support for the duration of the
Search Committee's journey. You will find a
sign-up calendar in the Parish Hall. Our hope
is to have as many individuals as possible sign
up for a day to hold each of these committee
members in your thoughts and prayers. These
prayers can be for support, strength,
discernment, commitment, openness,
gratitude, appreciation or anything else you
"hope" for them.
This is a way for all of us to be present,
invested, engaged, thoughtful and grateful to
each of these respected members of our
church. As one member of the Search
Committee put it, "On any given day it will be
nice to look at the calendar and see all the
people who are in our corner when we need it!"

March 2018

SAVE THE DATE
Friday, April 27 – 6:00 p.m.

All Church
POTLUCK
SUPPER

Watch for more information in the
April Newsletter and the weekly
Events & Comments

____________________________________________________________________________

_

JOIN US
IN THE PARLOR
Wednesday,
March 28
AT NOON!
The Knitting Group meets in the church
parlor once a month. Everyone from
beginner to expert is welcome. Bring your
own project or work on one of ours’. You
need not come every month but can join in
when it is convenient for you. You may
also choose to work on projects at home.
Prayer shawls may be left at the church
any time.
____________________________________________________________________________

SERMONS ON LINE
You can HEAR SERMONS
on line by going to
www.triconchurch.org
OR
Facebook.com and search
Trinitarian Congregational Church
_______________________________________________________________________
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LIFE CHANGES
NEW BABY
We welcome Josephine Elizabeth
Holst born on January 27 to Kevin
and Elizabeth and big sisters
Emily and Molly.

WITH SYMPATHY
Sincere sympathy to Barbara Feehrer and
her family. Barbara’s brother, David
Belcher, died on January 30. A service will
be held in Orange, MA in the spring.
_______________________________________________________________________

March 2018

ITEMS OF INTEREST
THANK YOU, TRICON!

for your continuing generosity

Holiday Gift Bag Project

Thank yous from the incarcerated men at MCIConcord and NECC:
Thank you so very much for the gifts you have
blessed us with. During the holidays in prison,
there are always hard feelings, and lots of
guilt. But the Holiday Gift Bag Project brings
us so much happiness. Your kindness helps
remember that the good Lord has forgiven
us.… you have lifted our spirits. We are so
grateful.
To every one of my neighbors at the Concord
Prison Outreach project I thank you so very
much. I was truly down and out until I
received the handshake, and warm smiles
from all of you good folks whom donated their
time to us. From the bottom of my heart I
thank you.
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REMINDER: FIND IT ON OUR
WEBSITE TRICONCHURCH.ORG
If you have recycled your paper copy of this
Newsletter and then remember an article you
wanted to save or are looking for a date you
forgot to put on your calendar, you can always
find it on our website. Past and current
newsletters are available there as well as a
complete calendar of church events and lots of
other important information about the church.
____________________________________________________________________________

ON-LINE GIVING
AVAILABLE AT TRICON

March 2018

COMMUNITY NEWS
FISH (Friends in Service Helping) has been
providing FREE rides to medical appointments
for Concord residents and others in the greater
Boston area for over 40 years. Volunteers are
needed at this time to pick up phone
messages one day a month or to drive one day
a month. For more information or to
volunteer, contact Louise Haldeman at 978
369-8562 or Joan Neisser at 978 369-5925.
___________________________________________________________________________

WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBER

We are able to accept on-line donations and
payments via our website – triconchurch.org.
On the homepage, you will see “Click here to
make donations and pledge payments”. Any
questions, please call or email Judy or Amy at
the church office: jwalpole@triconchurch.org or
abruning@triconchurch.org.

TRICON’S QR CODE
This QR code automatically
opens a special webpage on
mobile devices (phones, iPads,
etc.) that’s designed for smaller
screens. You can scan the code with your
phone to make the process of giving to the
church that much simpler.

Betsey Wood moved to Concord in 1976. She
taught math at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High
School until her retirement. She has served on
several town boards and has volunteered as a
facilitator in Communities for Restorative Justice
for twelve years. She enjoys travel, yoga,
knitting and writing.

Page 12

Trinitarian Congregational Church Newsletter

March 2018

Confirmation Class in March
Sunday, March 4 – 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. – Confirmation Class
Sunday, March 18 – 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. – Confirmation Class
Thursday, March 29 – MAUNDY THURSDAY
Confirmands and Mentors attend the service at 8:00 p.m.
Please contact Rev. Bob Brown, Suzanne Giles, or David Hart with any questions.

Sunday, March 4th
10:00am
Children’s Chapel*
11:15am
SEEKERS/Parent Portland Meeting
Tuesday, March 6th
7:00pm
Teacher Workshop
Sunday, March 11th
10:00am
Mission Trip Family Worship
Friday, March 16th – Sunday, March 18th
SEEKERS Portland Maine Mission Weekend
Sunday, March 18th
10:00am
Church School
Tuesday, March 20th
7:00pm
Teacher Bible Workshop
Sunday, March 25th
10:00am
Church School
If you are a new family and would like
information about our Church School
program, please contact our Church School
Director, Carrie O’Brien, at
cobrien@triconchurch.org. You may also
visit our church website at
www.triconchurch.org and click the
Christian Education tab.

Where Can You Share Your Faith?
In Ch u rch Scho ol!
Our invitation to participate in Children's
Min is try is exten d ed to o u r en tire
TriCo n fam ily, not ju s t th os e w ith ch ild ren in
o u r p ro g ram . For all, it is the co n nectio n s w ith
ch ild ren th at h elp b ro ad en an d n urtu re o u r
ch u rch co m m u n ity.
Many opportunities to support programming
exis t for p eo p le w ith a variety o f g ifts , in an d
o u t o f th e clas s roo m . Ch u rch Sch oo l Directo r,
Carrie O’Brien , is loo kin g fo rw ard to s h arin g
th em w ith yo u .
All of us working together will continue to
p ave th e w ay fo r TriCo n’s ch ild ren’s jo u rn ey o f
faith . Th ey are th e ch u rch o f to d ay an d
to m o rro w !

There are opportunities
to help support our winter
program right now!

* On Children Chapel Sundays, Church School begins right at 10:00am in the Parish Hall. Children will be
released to their classes following that brief service.

LET’S GET TO KNOW
EACH OTHER BETTER!!
JAN
HALL

Jan and Ruthann
Hall moved to
Carlisle and
joined TriCon in
the mid-80’s,
after moving to
the area to
pursue his legal and her actuarial careers. Each
served on church committees over the years,
and were once Clerk and Assistant Moderator,
respectively. After they ‘de-careered’ in the
mid-‘90’s, Ruthann took over guardianship of
the church flower beds, Jan provided brute
labor, and they began singing in the choir.
Commissioned at TriCon in 1999 as
missionary volunteers, they served in South
Africa through the auspices of Global
Ministries. From 2003, they were facilitators of
‘Ibandla lami linge lakho / My church is your
church’, an effort to forge direct relationships
between local Congregational churches of the
Mass Conference and of the KwaZulu-Natal
Region of the United Congregational Church of
Southern Africa. They moved their MA home
to Clinton.
Jan and Ruthann continued their missionary
work until 2008, when Ruthann became too ill
to continue travelling. During her illness, both
experienced the love and caring of the TriCon
community. Ruthann’s memorial was held at
TriCon in 2012, followed by a series services in
South Africa, and the scattering of her ashes at
the Lamontville Thembalethu Care Centre in
Durban, a continuing recipient of TriCon’s
mission support since the early ‘00’s.
While still assisting with the work of the
national UCCSA offices, Jan is also enjoying the
camaraderie of the choir’s bass section, and
dabbling in hymn and choral writing. He
especially values TriCon’s commitment to
mission and outreach, and the meaningful
worship experience.

THAD
JACKSON

Thad grew up in
Wellesley, the
second of three
boys. Until 2017
he spent many
summer days in
VT at his
family’s lakeside
cottage built by his grandfather in 1929. He and
his brothers sadly sold the property last July.
Thad and his wife Patience graduated from
Middlebury College in 1964, married in April
1965 and lived the next 2 ½ years in Germany,
where he was an Army Signal Corp Captain and
Patience was the post librarian. Thad then
earned an MBA at the University of Pittsburgh.
Thad worked in treasury and operational finance
for several corporations including Digital
Equipment. After early retirement (when
Compaq bought DEC), he worked part-time for
13 years at Hancock UCC in Lexington as
business administrator. He now volunteers as a
truck driver at Household Goods and at the
Open Table Pantry and enjoys reading and
occasional travel, especially to Europe.
Thad’s greatest pride is the success of his
daughters Rebecca and Elizabeth, who were
each early TriCon Mission trippers, graduated
from CCHS, Haverford College, and Dartmouth’s
Tuck School of Business. Last year they each
became Vice President in their respective health
care companies. He loves being Grandpa to
Rebecca’s George (15) and Marion (11).
The Jacksons joined TriCon in 1984. Thad has
served on TriCon’s Diaconate, Stewardship,
Nominating, Personnel, Pastor-Parish, and
Inclusion Committees. He also was Treasurer of
the Metropolitan Boston Association UCC for
several years. He and Patience have the unique
distinction of having lived in five different towns
while remaining TriCon members all the while.
The church grows more meaningful to them
every year.

Easter Flowers
EASTER FLOWERS
Please fill out the form below and return it to the church by Monday, March 26.
Members of our church family are invited to contribute to The Flower Fund to
decorate our sanctuary on Easter Sunday. The Flower Fund makes it possible to
provide cheerful bouquets and plants several times during the year, delivered, along
with a friendly visit by a member of The Caring Connection, to those in need. In
addition, The Flower Fund provides transportation, as well as a few very important
and appreciated “extras” for our elders. You may want to remember or honor a
friend, family member or a special blessing in your life, while helping to make a
difference in the lives of others. All donors will be listed in the bulletin on Easter.
I/We wish to contribute $________ to The Flower Fund. Please list our contribution
as follows:
Given by ____________________________________________________________________
In memory of _________________________________________________________
or
In celebration of _______________________________________________________

