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Singing in worship is almost a sacred duty.  There are 
over 400 Biblical references to singing, with fifty actually commanding us to sing.  New Testament 
writers tell us that Jesus sang with his disciples, and Paul’s letters to the Colossians and Ephesians 
admonish them to “sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.”  St. Augustine is often credited with 
saying, “He who sings well prays twice”, and scholars know that he wrote, “amantis est’’…”singing 
belongs to one who loves.”  
 
Hymns are also a direct link to giants of our faith:  the Psalmists, St. Ambrose, Martin Luther, John 
Calvin, Isaac Watts, Charles Wesley, John Greenleaf Whittier, Harry Emerson Fosdick, Julia Ward Howe 
(to name a handful).  When we open our hymnals and lift our voices — no matter how beautiful or 
squeaky the sound, or how “off-key” or timid we may be — we join again the great cloud of witnesses.   
We sing with the angels and with founders of this congregation, with our own ancestors and 
grandchildren, and with those who will come long after us.  
 
Singing involves our whole body, not just our brain.  Science has shown that it’s good for our physical 
and mental health.  And when we pair thoughtful poetry with strong tunes, it nourishes our memories 
of the Christian story.  We sing hymns not only to God, but also about God, thereby witnessing to 
those around us.  One Sunday years ago, our church children were asked if they knew what a hymnal 
was.  One youngster proclaimed boldly, “I know!  That’s the Bible we SING.”  Amen to that! 
 
Speaking of amens, some of you have told me how much you love having them end our hymns.  
Rooted in the Hebrew words for truth and dependability, the word “amen” has been in the language of 
the Jewish people since before the time of Jesus.  But singing “amen” after a hymn is relatively new 
practice in the protestant church that would have been unknown to early Lutherans and Calvinists.  
Even the great hymns of Charles and John Wesley were published without amens.  It was actually the 
Latin chants of the medieval church that ended with a doxology (a verse that honors the Trinity) 
followed by an “amen”.  
 
In mid 19th century England, the Oxford Movement generated an intense fascination for these Latin 
chants, and soon they were being included in new Anglican hymnals.  By the end of that century, 
editors were going so far as to add a doxological stanza ( …”as it was in the beginning…”) and two-
note IV-I “amen“ to every hymn!  Some of you may remember our 1995-1996 hymnody lecture series, 
in which The Rev. Carl Daw, Jr. compared this practice to adding gingerbread trim and Queen Anne 
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porches to colonial architecture.  By the 1920s the Church of England began to abandon the practice, 
and these Victorian amens were virtually omitted from new Anglican hymnals by the 1950s.  
 
In our country, Protestants joined the amen craze bandwagon until the early years of the 20th century. 
By 1966 Methodist Hymnals didn’t add amens to “How Great Thou Art” and some carols.  Since the 
mid 1970s the typical American hymnal only prints amens on chant-based hymns, such as “O Come, 
O Come Emmanuel.”   
 
I add amens because so many of you have personally told me it matters.  Perhaps now, if a guest 
organist doesn’t play a bold A—MEN when it isn’t in the hymnal, you’ll just knowingly smile.  
 
Vickie Wagner 
 
 
Musings for a future issue:  Ebanzer. Diadem.  Bulwark.  Cherubim and Seraphim.  What archaic 
words we find in the hymnal!  Is there any relevance for such old-fashioned language and square-
rhythmed tunes in 21st century worship?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
 
 

A  S  H
W E D N E S D A Y

MARCH ONE
6:30pm                     Church Supper
8:00pm        Special Worship Service

from dust we came 
and dust we will return
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 MARCH 5  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Wendy Vander Hart preaching 
 Communion 
 

MARCH 12 Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Jean Vandergrift preaching  
TriCon’s new Interim Minister for Spiritual Development and 
Congregational Life 

 
 MARCH 19  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Robert Brown preaching 
  
 MARCH 26  Service at 10:00 a.m.  Rev. Jean Vandergrift preaching 

 
 
 

 
INTERIM MINISTER POSITION FILLED 

 
We are pleased to announce that Rev. Dr. Jean Vandergrift has accepted the position of Interim Minister 
for Spiritual Development and Congregational Life, starting on February 22nd. 
 
Rev. Vandergrift has extensive experience in Interim Ministry having served churches in Methuen, West 
Medford and Brookline and, most recently, as Interim Senior Minister at Christ Church United (UCC) in 
Dracut, MA.  Before moving to Massachusetts, she was Senior Minister at University Christian Church in 
Seattle, WA. 
 
Rev. Vandergrift, a graduate of the University of Florida received a MDiv from Lexington Theological 
Seminary and a PhD in Practical Theology from Boston University School of Theology.   
 
She states that “serving as an interim has added to my sense of call, helping me to integrate its 
dimensions of pastoral ministry, teaching and congregational transformation.” 
 
Rev. Bob Brown  
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO TRICON! 
Whether you are just visiting, looking to find a church home or still feeling 
your way after several visits, we encourage you to pick up brochures and 

other information in the parish hall or the church entry, and to come for refreshments in the parish hall 
following the service.  
 
You are welcome to participate in any of our church programs and activities and to sign your children 
up for Church School or youth programs.  For more information, contact Christian Education Director, 
Carrie O’Brien or Youth Leader, Nick Bruning.  Call the church office if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

   
Friday, March 3, 2017 --- 11:00 a.m. 

 

First Parish of Concord 
 

AN INTERFAITH SERVICE 
followed by a light luncheon  

 
World Day of Prayer 2017 written by the women of the Philippines, calls us to explore concepts of 
economic justice in both the Philippines’ context and around the world and our response in light of 
God’s generosity.  (Matthew 20: 1–16).  Each year this worldwide service focuses on a different culture 
and a specific theme.  Through music, stories and prayer, this year’s ecumenical observance is 
designed to create an understanding of the concerns and needs of the women and children of the 
Philippines, to feel in solidarity with them.  Everyone is welcome 

 

EXPLORING MEMBERSHIP BRUNCH  
Sunday, March 5 – 11:30 a.m. in the Gathering Room 

 

An informal gathering with clergy and the Membership Committee  
for those interested in learning more about TriCon and about membership 

 

Please call the church office, 978 369-4837, if you would like to participate. 
 

NEW MEMBERS will join the church on Sunday, March 19. 
during the service of worship 
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WHO ARE WE NOW?  WHO ARE OUR NEIGHBORS?   
WHO IS GOD CALLING US TO BE? 

 
As a member of the transition team, these three questions have spent a lot of time circling in my head. 
They are pervasive not only in our committee work, but also in my work with our Youth Group, sitting 
in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, and in my personal life.  
 
Over the past few weeks, the Transition Team has been taking a hard look at our congregation, asking 
these difficult but necessary questions.  What we have found is a vibrant and caring group, diverse in 
opinion but united in our affection for TriCon.  We are so fortunate to have a church that feeds the 
souls of so many, in so many different ways.  There is much that we do right, and there is much that 
we can do better.  
 
Many of our homes, mine included, have a proverbial ‘junk drawer’ -- a place where we stash rubber 
bands, stamps, scissors, and other odds and ends of everyday life.  Intellectually, we understand that 
the items are better suited for another place.  Inevitably, it is a place where things get forgotten.  Out of 
sight - out of mind, as they say.  We on the Transition Team are asking the congregation to unpack our 
collective junk drawer.  What did TriCon used to do that has been forgotten?  What suggestions did you 
want to make in the past, but never knew who to go to?  What part of church life is missing for you?  
 
To this end, the Transition Team will be hosting three open discussions on our process and progress.  
We will be meeting in the church parlor on: 
 

Sundays, February 26th and March 5th following the worship service,  
and Thursday, March 16th at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Come and let us know what is in your junk drawer. 
 
Nick Bruning 
For the Transition Team 
 
 

 
SILENCE IN THE STORM:  

A WEEKLY MEDITATION GROUP 
 

When: Mondays, 10 A.M.-11:30 A.M.  
in the Church Parlor 

 
Looking for a quiet space for meditation and 
prayer?  We meet weekly in the church parlor. 
We explore both guided and unguided 
meditation and prayer with music and 
occasional speakers.  We mainly seek to find 
and honor the present.  It is an exercise in 
being, rather than doing.  For more 
information, please contact Liz Crowell at 
Lbencma@gmail.com or 781-608-4765.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
ATTENTION MEN OF THE CHURCH 

  Join the Anchor Group 
 

The Anchor Group meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 a.m. in 
the church parlor.  The Anchor Group is a 
group for men of all ages who discuss and 
share issues of religion and spirituality in light 
of contemporary culture.  Any questions, email 
Greg Howes at howes2012@gmail.com. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The deadline for the  
 April Newsletter  

is March 15. 
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CAREGIVERS GROUP 
 
The TriCon Caregivers Group is an opportunity 
for parishioners and friends in caregiving roles 
to come together to share accomplishments 
and failures, joys and sorrows, laughter and 
hope, as well as information about caring for 
others and ourselves.   
 
If the role of caregiver is part of your life, 
please consider joining the TriCon Caregivers 
Group.  We will meet on Wednesdays,  
March 1, 15 and 29 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
church parlor.  Call the church office (978 
369-4837) for more information. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RETIRED MEN’S GROUP 
 

The Retired Men’s Group will meet for lunch on 
Thursday, March 9 at noon. The speaker will be 
Douglas Bailey who will give the group a “tour of 
France”. 
 
Come and bring a friend for good food, good 
fellowship and an interesting program.  If you 
have not attended these luncheons before and 
would like to attend on March 9, please call 
Charles Davis (978 369-6250) or Robert Nelson 
(978 369-3105) by March 3.  The cost of the 
lunch is $10.00. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

DAYLIGHT           
SAVING TIME 

 
 

 

 
             OPEN FORUM WITH 

                  Reverend Bob Brown 
  

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee has learned that some of us would like to get to know more 
about our Acting Senior Minister, Rev. Bob Brown. In response, we have arranged two upcoming 
opportunities to hear more about his story and enjoy casual 
conversation. Bob will share his journey of faith and talk about 
his surprising mid-life call to ministry.  Bring your 
questions.  Share your thoughts. 

  
First Opportunity: 

Sunday March 19, 11:20 a.m. in the parlor 
  

Second Opportunity: 
Wednesday, March 29 --- 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  
at the home of Mary Ann and John Ferrell 

853 Strawberry Hill Road, Concord. 
An RSVP is requested.  Please reply to maferrell@gmail.com.     
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JOIN US IN THE 
PARLOR 

  Wednesday,                
March 22 

         AT NOON! 
The Knitting Group meets in the church parlor 
once a month.  Everyone from beginner to 
expert is welcome.  Bring your own project or 
work on one of ours’.  You need not come 
every month but can join in when it is 
convenient for you.  You may also choose to 
work on projects at home.  Prayer shawls may 
be left at the church any time. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

LIFE CHANGES 
 

NEW BABY 
 

We welcome Abigail Margaret 
Probolus, born on December 30, 
2016 to Emma (Musselman) and 
Nick Probolus and big brother 
Jonathon.  Happy grandparents 
are Leslie and Bill Ackles. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
                      

       
Our neighbors at Open Table will appreciate your donations! 
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TriCon’s Noack Organ Inaugural Season Event 
Sunday, March 26 – 4:00 p.m. 

     
Recital by Eric Huenneke  

organist of First Parish in Concord 
 

A free, public concert of organ music based on hymn-tune melodies. 
Composers include J.S. Bach, Biery, Brahms, Mendelssohn, Langlais,  Purvis, and Walcha. 

 
Eric Huenneke is a graduate of the UC Santa Barbara and Rutgers University, where he also taught and 
served as College Organist for Douglass College.  Active as a church and concert musician for over 
three decades, his concert venues have ranged from coast-to-coast in the United States.  He is also a 
Past Dean of the Merrimack Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 

 
 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

CALL TO SOLIDARITY  
To show our support for our Muslim friends, through our Social Action Committee  
we have joined other interfaith partners as a “Friend of the Islamic Society of  
Boston Cultural Center”. 
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WITH MANY THANKS 

 
To Church Staff, Congregation and Friends, 
My family and I would like to express our 
profound gratitude for your many, many cards, 
notes, calls, flowers and prayers.  Your loving 
support will help sustain us during this difficult 
time. 
 
May the grace of God touch all your hearts. 
 
Love and peace, 
Bob Watson and family 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SERAPHIM SINGERS 
 

We regret that a snow storm on February 12th 
forced the cancellation of the Seraphim Singers 
concert for chamber choir and organ.  It was 
not possible to reschedule this year but we will 
look forward to having them perform in our 
sanctuary next year. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SNOW POLICY 
 
When the Concord Public 
Schools or the Concord-
Carlisle Adult Education 
classes are canceled, so are 
our events, classes, 
meetings.  If there is a question, call the 
chairman or convener.  While we hope never to 
have to cancel a worship service, in the event 
of severe weather call the church answering 
machine, check the TriCon website or watch 
Channel 4, 5 or 7 for the latest information. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 
If you would like to donate flowers for a 
Sunday service in 2017, you may sign up on 
the flower chart in the parish hall. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THANK YOU FROM  
GAINING GROUND 

 
Dear Members of TriCon Church: 
Gaining Ground greatly appreciates and 
acknowledges your recent contribution…We 
are grateful for our donors who allow us to 
fulfill our mission of working with community 
volunteers to grow food for hunger relief.  In 
2016, because of the support of so many, 650 
families a week received fresh, organic 
produce through our 13 distribution 
partners…Thank you for your generous 
support… 
 
Sincerely, Amy Capofreddi 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 
Lavender colored OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 
2017 are now available in the parish hall.  Please 
take as many or as few as you need.  If you use 
cash, kindly put your name on the envelope. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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REMINDER:  FIND IT ON OUR WEBSITE 

TRICONCHURCH.ORG 
 
If you have recycled your paper copy of this 
Newsletter and then remember an article you 
wanted to save or are looking for a date you 
forgot to put on your calendar, you can always 
find it on our website.  Past and current 
newsletters are available there as well as a 
complete calendar of church events and lots of 
other important information about the church 
– check it out! 

 
ELECTRONIC GIVING  

UPDATE REMINDER 
 

If you have set up automatic pledge payments 
thru our website, now is the time to go in and 
change the pledge year to 2017 and make any 
needed adjustments to the amount being 
transferred from your bank account or credit 
card. 

ON-LINE GIVING  
AVAILABLE AT TRICON 

 

We are able to accept on-line donations and 
payments via our website – Triconchurch.org.  
On the homepage, you will see “Click here to 
make donations and pledge payments”.  You will 
have the option of transferring funds from your 
bank account or using a credit card.  You can 
make a one-time payment or set up recurring 
ones.  If you have any questions, please call or 
email Judy or Amy at the church office: 
(jwalpole@triconchurch.org or 
abruning@triconchurch.org). 

 
 

TRICON’S QR CODE 
 

This QR code automatically 
opens a special webpage on 
mobile devices (phones, iPads, etc.) that’s 
designed for smaller screens.  You can scan the 
code with your phone to make the process of 
giving to the church that much simpler. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 

TRICON COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS 
 
    Church Council   Carol Antos 

Diaconate     Leslie Mahoney 
Christian Education   Otto Judicke 
Fellowship Committee  Holly Salemy 
Finance Committee   Betsy Veidenheimer 
Library Committee   Susan Eckel 
Membership Committee  Paul Mahoney 
Mission Committee   Dale Ryder 
Music & Arts Committee  Marcia Macres 
Nominating Committee  Diana Kolstad 
Pastor/Parish Relations  Bill Ackles 
Personnel Committee  Carole Wayland 
Property Committee   Jim Davidian 
Safe Church Committee  Carolyn Stein 
Social Action Committee  Russell Sanna 
Stewardship Committee  Jeff Campbell 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Check out our March on-line Church School newsletter for detailed information about calendar 
programming as well as news, photos and announcements.  Church School newsletters can also be 
found on our TriCon website. 
 
If you are new and would like information about our Church School program, please contact Church 
School Director Carrie O’Brien at cobrien@triconchurch.org. You may also visit our church website at 
www.triconchurch.org. 
 
Our Spring Church School session begins on Sunday, March 12th and runs for nine teaching 
Sundays until June 4th.  The Pre-K/K, 1st and 3rd Grade classes are in need of teachers.  Consider 
participating in our fabulous Children’s Ministry program and contact Church School Director, 
Carrie O’Brien for more information and/or to sign up to teach. 
 
 

Church School March 2017 Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 5th  
  8:30am – Spring Teacher Training 
10:00am - Children’s Chapel in the Parish Hall followed by Church School 
11:15am – Hosanna Singers Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, March 12th  
10:00am Family Worship 
11:15am – Hosanna Singers Rehearsal 
11:15am – SEEKERS/Parents Pre-NYC Meeting 

 
Sunday, March 19th  
10:00am Church School 
11:15am – Hosanna Singers Rehearsal 
  5:00pm – Voyagers Bake for Open Table 
 
Friday, March 24th – Saturday, March 25th 
SEEKERS Trip to NYC and St. John the Divine 
 
Sunday, March 26th 
  9:30am – Hosanna Singers Rehearsal 
10:00am – Church School 

  
 
Carrie O’Brien 
Church School Director 
cobrien@triconchurch.org 
978-369-4837, ext. 240 
 
 



 
 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
Sundays, March 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH DISCUSSION GROUP 
 Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

The TriCon Youth Mission Trip is going to  
Black Mesa, Arizona’s ‘Navajo Nation’  

the week of April 15th to 22nd,  
serving the largest Native American reservation in the 

United States today. 

We will be selling tee-shirts, hats, water 
bottles, and reusable grocery totes with the 

student-designed 2017 trip logo! 

Starting MARCH 5th, 
Sundays after church 

in the parlor… 
come find the table and 

Wear your support with pride! 

$100 donation for all four, 
or individually for $25 ea

Starts M
arch 5t

h!



 

SILENT FILM NIGHT  
FOR ALL AGES! 

 

St. Patrick’s Day, Friday evening, March 17 
 

Last October’s “Phantom of the Opera” silent film was such fun that we’re hosting another! 
 

BUSTER KEATON classic comedies 
                With live musical accompaniment by Jeff Rapsis 

 
      

      
 
 

 
                                          
 
 

 
6:00 - 6:45 pm    Pizza and drinks in the parish hall 

 

            Move into the sanctuary.  Meet Mr. Rapsis and get ready for the show 
 

7:00 pm             ‘Sherlock Jr.’ 
    A great favorite, especially with kids. 

 

          7:40 pm                         Brief intermission 
 Need to get the kids home?  Depart now.  Can’t come earlier?  Come now for just the film.  

 

    7:50 – 9 pm         ‘The Cameraman’  
 

Film legend Buster Keaton stands as one of the greatest clowns of the silent screen. A remarkable 
pantomime artist, he naturally used his whole body to communicate emotions ranging from sadness 
to surprise. In an era when movies had few special effects, Keaton's acrobatic talents allowed him to 
perform all his own stunts.  
 

Suggested donation for this family-friendly event is $5/person or $10/family.   
Sign up in the parish hall or on our website. 

 
“People continue to be surprised at how engrossing and exhilarating these films can be when they are 
shown as intended:  on the big screen, with live music, and with an audience,” said musician Jeff 
Rapsis.  Playing for about 100 screenings each year, the New Hampshire based Rapsis improvises a 
score as the movies are playing, using a digital synthesizer to create the feel of a full orchestra.   
 
“It's kind of a high wire act," Rapsis said. "But for me, the energy of live performance is an essential 
part of the silent film experience.“   His accompaniments keep to a traditional orchestral texture, but 
they are not old-fashioned.   

 

 



 
 

 
 

Counting Our Blessings 
 
 

 
 

A CALL TO STEWARDSHIP – A CALL TO ACTION 
 

In a recent Call to Stewardship, Carol Antos gave us a simple but powerful message on what it means 
to be Christians. 
 
“We seem to be living in a time of sound-bites, tweets, and slogans, all swirling around us.  The 
slogans, in particular, keep reminding us what we should be doing:  

Save the Planet!  Go Green! - Be all that you can be! - Carpe Diem! 
Bloom where you are planted! - Be the change you wish to see in the world! 

Do your job! 
And what, as Christians, is our job?  Jesus was quite clear about our job description: welcome the 
stranger, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, provide drink for the thirsty, visit the prisoner. Love one 
another. 
In his first epistle, the Apostle John reminded early followers of Jesus that “if anyone has the world’s 
goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in 
him?  Little children, let us not love in word or speech but in deed and in truth.” 
Supporting this church financially makes it possible for us as Christians to DO OUR JOB. 
 
And, if I may borrow a slogan from Coach Belichick, for Christians, there are “no days off!” 
 
 
 

Endowment Funds  
Would you consider leaving a bequest to someone you had never met? 

Asa Melvin did just that when he left $1,000 to the church in 1908. 
 
That $1,000 was the first addition to our Endowment Fund and a portion of the income from the Fund 
is used each year to supplement our annual operating budget, so Asa’s bequest is benefitting us all 
today. 
 
Since 1908, 38 other members of our congregation have made gifts or left bequests including one 
received from the estate of Emily Mitchell last year.  This is a wonderful way to help ensure that the 
church is here for future generations.  Please consider including a gift to the church in your will.  
 

“Too old to plant trees for my own gratification, I shall do it for my posterity.” 
Thomas Jefferson 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

REPORT FROM ANNUAL MEETING 
 February 12, 2017 

 
Rev. Bob Brown opened the meeting with a prayer and some brief remarks on how far we have come 
from a year ago a when our sanctuary was under construction and we were worshipping at 51 Walden 
and in our parish hall.  Each week involved the collective efforts of many, many individuals and teams 
to move, set up, decorate and then break down the area and yet it was done each week cheerfully and 
willingly. 
 
The summer brought Rev. John Lombard’s decision to retire, an opportunity to celebrate his many 
years of ministry and many, many meetings and discussions on the next steps for clergy leadership.  
Again, many stepped forward to lead and to participate in thoughtful, meaningful dialogue.   
 
As we enter 2017, we are in a period of discernment for our congregation with again, many dedicated 
individuals willing to take a leadership role and a sense of heightened excitement and ownership in 
the congregation as we enter into this process of self-evaluation. 
 
Hjalmar Pompe van Meerdervoort reported for the Interim Search Committee that they are currently 
receiving profiles and interviewing candidates for filling the second clergy position on an interim 
basis.  Charity Tremblay for the Transition Team explained that their work will involve answering 
three questions – who are we now?, who is our neighbor? and who is God calling us to be?  She said 
the Team is meeting with many individuals in the church and the community.  Charity encourages 
anyone to contact any member of the Team to offer input. 
 
Mitch Eckel, Treasurer, presented the report on the 2016 operating budget.  We ended the year with a 
surplus of $40,828 due primarily to higher than anticipated pledge payments and savings in several 
expense accounts.  He reported that the Finance Committee recommends that the surplus be put in 
the Organ Fund to cover borrowing costs which will allow us to remove a debt service line item from 
the 2017 operating budget.  It was moved and voted to concur with this recommendation. 
 
Diana Kolstad, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the slate of officers and committees 
and thanked everyone who has served, continues to serve or has agreed to take on a new term or 
assignment.  Betsy Veidenheimer, Chair of Finance, presented the draft budget for 2017.  It was 
approved unanimously.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am. 
 
Copies of the budget, the 2016 results, the slate, committee and staff reports and much more are 
available in the Annual Report – which can be picked up in the parish hall or narthex. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
EASTER FLOWERS 

 
Please fill out the form below and return it to the church by Monday, April 10. 
 
Members of our church family are invited to contribute to The Flower Fund to decorate our 
sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  The Flower Fund makes it possible to provide cheerful bouquets 
and plants several times during the year, delivered, along with a friendly visit by a member of 
The Caring Connection, to those in need.  In addition, The Flower Fund provides 
transportation, as well as a few very important and appreciated “extras” for our elders.  You 
may want to remember or honor a friend, family member or a special blessing in your life, 
while helping to make a difference in the lives of others.  All donors will be listed in the 
bulletin on Easter. 
 
I/We wish to contribute $________ to The Flower Fund.  Please list our contribution  
as follows: 
 
 
Given by ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 In memory of __________________________________________________________ 
 
  or 
 
 In celebration of _______________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 
There is nothing we can do that will bring us closer to God and to make us healthier people than to 
forgive.  Yet, why is it hard to ask for forgiveness and even harder sometimes to forgive? 
 

TriCon’s CE Committee is pleased to present this year’s Lenten Small Groups series.

 

f o r g i v e n e s s  
 
 
Considering forgiveness is a process more than a single act, each week groups will 
thoughtfully engage in conversation about the various aspects of forgiveness. Our program 
will begin with an All Church Ash Wednesday dinner on March 1st. Sign up in the Parish Hall, 
or at triconchurch.org. Invite a friend to join you. 

 
 

  f o r g i v e n e s s   of God  The Way of Jesus 
 
 

 f o r g i v e n e s s   to another The Way of Release 
 
 

 f o r g i v e n e s s   of self  The Way of Vulnerability 
 

 

 f o r g i v e n e s s   from another The Way of Humility 
 

 

 a    FORGIVEN    life  The Way of Acceptance 
 

Please contact CE Committee Chair, Otto Judicke, at ojudicke@comcast.net if you have any questions, 
would like more information or if you would like to facilitate and/or host a Small Group. 
 



 
 

 

 Your Mission dollars at work... 
 

TriCon, through its Mission dollars, supports many different organizations in the US and abroad across 
a wide range of areas – domestic violence, homelessness, hunger, food programs, early childhood 
education, and disaster relief.  
 
Below please find a chart that describes the organizations TriCon supports.  If you have questions 
about the process for allocating dollars or any other aspect of the work of the Mission Committee, 
please contact any one of us. 
 
Dale Ryder (Chair) 
Jim Hall, Heidi Harring, Rick Johnson, Beth Knauss, 
Peter Nash, Ellen Quackenbush, Prescott Stewart 
 

 

 

Your Generous Mission Dollars at Work 
 

Thanks to your gifts, TriCon supports these Mission & Outreach programs: 
 

CLIMATE AWARENESS AND DISASTER RELIEF 

 All Hands 

 Concord Climate Action Network (CAN)  

 UNICEF 

DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED 

 Minuteman Arc 

 Restoration Project 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE     

 Domestic Violence Services Network    

 REACH Beyond Domestic Violence 

EARLY EDUCATION AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

 Concord Area Preschool Association   

 Concord Children's Center Scholarship Fund 

 First Connections 

INNER CITY SERVICES 

 City Mission Society 

 Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries  

 Seafarer’s Friends Society 

HOMELESSNESS 

 Advocacy Network to End Family Homelessness 

 Household Goods 

 Solutions At Work 

 United Homes Shelter 

HUNGER 

 Gaining Ground 

 Open Table      

 The Food Project   

INTERNATIONAL 

 Kasiisi Project   

 Lamontville Thembalethu Care Center  

 Metta Partners   

 The Sharing Foundation 

HEALING VIOLENCE 

 Alternatives to Violence 

 Communities for Restorative Justice  

 Concord Prison Outreach     

and more…  

 Christmas and Easter Offerings    

 Concord Carlisle Human Rights Council 

 Mass. Conference, United Church of Christ 

 Operation Homefront       

 Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual  

and Transgender People (PFLAG) 

 Youth Group Mission Trip 
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